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Introduction 
 
 

his history spans three generations of the Capps family. It begins with John 
Capps, who was born about 1785, and ends with Sarah Miranda Capps, who died 
in Little Rock, Arkansas, in 1927. John Capps married Sarah Williams about 

1805 and they had eight children. Their son, Nimrod Capps, was a leader and a famous 
bear hunter. Nimrod died in Randolph County, Arkansas, in 1876. His daughter, Sarah 
Miranda Capps, lived to be ninety-one years old.    
 
The first part of this account concentrates on my direct-line ancestry, with the history of 
more distant relatives being in the latter addition. The narrative is straight forward and 
rarely explains the historical setting in which events transpired.  
  
The Capps Family is 78 pages long, has 18,225 words, 250 photographs and 3 maps. One 
of the things that I enjoyed most about compiling this account was visiting family sites 
and personally taking many of these photographs.  
 
I chose a non-traditional way of showing the change in generations by stating the direct-
line relationship of each individual to me, Richard T. Martin. For example: John Capps is 
given as my Fifth Great-Grandfather, and his son, Nimrod Capps, is shown as my Fourth 
Great-Grandfather. This makes it clear when a generation has changed, but could be 
bothersome to non-related researchers. Older relatives will probably need to subtract a 
generation, while younger generations will need to add a generation or two so that John 
Capps becomes their Sixth or Seventh Great-Grandfather. Of course with the passing of 
years more generations will need to be added.       
 
The Capps Family is one of thirty-two histories that I have written over the past twenty 
years. The other histories are The Ashbrook, Barker, Beeson, Bond, Bowles, Bratton, 
Buckingham, Cocke, Farrar, Fulk, Hastings, Houghton, Huntington, Jefferson, Massey, 
Mattix, Morgan, Nisbett, Onyett, Phillips, Rogers, Sharp, Sidenbender, Smith (2), Tin-
ker, Van Gundy, and Whitney Family. These books are also compiled with other infor-
mation in two encyclopedic publications entitled My Father’s House and Worthy to 
Remember. During this time I also wrote a history about my stepfather’s ancestors, 
the Crocker family, which is entitled Seasons to Remember.   
 
Remembering or honoring the dead is not new to man’s history. The most notable 
examples are the monuments in Egypt. The Romans are known to have venerated the 
memory of their noble ancestors. A thousand years ago the sons of Viking rulers placed 
rune stones over their father’s burials. However, most of these monuments are now gone. 
Even more recently erected gravestones have not endured, having crumbled or eroded 
away. For example, in the Ancient Burying Ground in Hartford, Connecticut (the city’s 
oldest cemetery), only 415 monuments remain of the original 6,000 burials. Most of our 
ancestor’s homes vanished long ago, and many church and civil records are gone. Few 
persons, even among the wealthy, wrote personal histories and fewer yet survive to this 
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day. Usually the best we can hope for is a few pieces of information about their lives and 
the circumstances in which they lived.  
 
 

Since most of man’s history has been lost, it is good to do what we can to record, remem-
ber, and appreciate “the old ones.” This record is my attempt to preserve through photo-
graphs and the written word some of the history of my ancestors.  
 

(A note to the LDS reader: Everyone named in this history has had their ordinance work 
completed with only a few exceptions—see 110 year rule.)   

 

 



                                                                                                                                                                

*Descent of John Capps to Marion Sharp, Jr.: John Capps, 5GG; Nimrod Capps, 4GG; 
Sarah Capps, 3GG; Willie Stephens (Nisbett), 2GG; Carlos Sharp, GG; Marion Sharp, Sr., 
Grandfather; Marion Sharp, Jr., Father. 
 

Above: Home of Wiley and Lucy Capps Crowley (4th Great-
Grandaunt) built about 1840. The home was the oldest res-
idence in Greene County, Arkansas, before it was torn down 
in the 1970s. It was located across the highway from War-
ren’s Chapel. Below: Crowley’s Ridge State Park. Crowley’s 
Ridge was named for Wiley’s father, Benjamin Crowley 
(1758-1842). 

The Capps Family 
 

A history of John Capps, Fifth Great-Grandfather, to Sarah Miranda Capps, Third Great- 
Grandmother, whose daughter, Willie Stephens (Nisbett) married James Simpson Sharp.     

 
ohn Capps* (5th Great-Grandfather; born about 1780) married Sarah Williams (5th 
Great-Grandmother; born about 1785) about 1803. He was made Justice of the Peace 
on October 1, 1814, in Big Prairie Township of New Madrid County, Missouri.   
 

John and Sarah had ten children: 
William Capps (about 1804-
1845), Nimrod Capps (1806-
1876), James Capps (about 
1808-about 1845), Young Capps 
(about 1810), Elizabeth Capps 
(about 1812), Jane Capps (about 
1814-about 1870), Martha “Patsy” 
Capps (1809-1875), Lucy 
Capps (1814), Clara Capps (about 
1816) and Miranda Capps 
(about 1818). Their eight oldest 
children were probably born in 
Warren County, Tennessee. Clara 
and Miranda may have been 
born in New Madrid County, 
Missouri.     
 
John Capps lived for years 
in Tennessee and Missouri 
and may have moved to Ar-

kansas. A John Capps is listed as an orig-
inal land holder in Ripley County, Mis-
souri, on October 15, 1855, with 117 
acres of land. (The Ripley Heritage, Vol-
ume 6, Number 4, page 10.) 
 
John’s daughter, Lucy Capps (4th Great- 
Grandaunt; 1814-1891), married Wiley 
Crowley about 1835. They built their 
home about a mile north of present-day 
Crowley’s Ridge State Park, across the 

highway from Warren Chapel, in Greene County, Arkansas, between 1835 and 1840 (one 
account says between 1825 and 1832).     
 

J
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Top: The home of Lucy Capps Crowley 
(4th Great-Grandaunt) as it appeared in 
1967, a few years before it was torn down. 
Above: View of land near home of Lucy 
Capps Crowley. Below: Crowley’s Ridge 
State Park is located about a mile away 
from her house.   

 

 

“The old house, which Wiley Crowley built as a home for himself and family about the year 
1840, is still standing (1903). It was built of large hewed pine logs, and these lay just as the 
neighbors placed them over half a century ago.  
The logs were cut and hewed by old Zachariah 
Hampton. It is claimed that at the raising of this 
house every white man in Greene County was 
present and assisted in the erection of the 
building. The day for the raising had been set in 
advance, and word sent around to the different 
settlements. Those who went from the remote 
parts of the county had to start the day before and 
some reached the home of Wiley Crowley late at 
night on the same day. Others reached points 
nearby and remained in camp or put up at the 
house of some neighbor overnight. After 
assisting in raising the big log house, they started 
home, and went as far as they could before night 
over-took them and traveled the remainder of the 
way the next day. So, it took some of the 
neighbors three days to help old man Crowley 
raise his house. This service was all rendered 
free of charge, and the writer submits that no 
such neighborly relations ever existed between 
men in any other section of the country” 
(History of Greene County, by H. B. Crowley,  
published in 1906 in the Paragould Soliphone 
and reprinted in The Green County Historical 
Quarterly, Volume 3, No. 1, p. 20).  
 
After the early death of Wiley Crowley, Lucy, 
who was very attractive, married Dr. Thomas 
Mellon, about 1850, and the couple remained in 
the big house. Dr. Mellon is credited with 
making various improvements to the dwelling. 
He owned 50,000 acres of land, making him 
one of the richest men in northeast Arkansas. 
Their marriage lasted only a few years and 
they separated before 1860. He raised a 
Confederate company of Greene County men 
early in the Civil War, but became ill in Ten-
nessee and died before reaching his home.       
  
In the late 1960s the Crowley house was the 
oldest home in Greene County, Arkansas still 
standing. The home was twice featured on 
the cover of the Greene County, Historical 
Quarterly in 1964 and 1967.   
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Top: Signature of Lucy Capps Crowley Melton (4th Great-
Grandaunt). Middle left: Land where the home of Lucy Capps 
once stood; Crowley Cemetery, located behind the old home-
stead. Lower left: Gravestone of Lucy Capps Mellon. Above: 
Letter signed by Nimrod Capps (4th Great-Grandfather) on 
March 28, 1859, in Randolph County, Arkansas. The letter 
reads, “I Nimrod Capps do solemnly swear that the value of the 
estate of Edward Mattix (4th Great-Grandfather) deceased 
Who died interstate…is not to the best of my knowledge…more 
than one thousand dollars…Edward Mattix died without 
making a will leaving…heirs Cinderella Bennett of County of 
Randolph--Margaret Autry, Edward Mattix, Sen. of Green 
County, heirs of Mrs. Hatcher of Randolph County, and also 
the heirs of Elizabeth Cochrain…Signed, Nimrod Capps.”   

“On the right side where 
the house once stood is 
a path leading to a cemetery 
where Wiley’s daughter, 
Elizabeth J. Crowley and 

some of her children are buried. Lucy 
Mellon sold the house and some of  

the land to her son-in-law, Benjamin H. Crowley (husband of Elizabeth J. Crowley), who 
was also Wiley Crowley’s nephew.”    

 

Above: Elizabeth J. Crowley (1838-
1880), daughter of Lucy Capps Crow-
ley Mellon (4th Great-Grandaunt).  
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Above: Capps family residences in northeast Arkansas and southeast Missouri. Map courtesy 
of Rand McNally and Company, Copyright  2003. Below: Moore plot in Pevehouse Cemetery, 
Rena, Arkansas. The gravestone of Patsy Capps Moore (4th Great-Grandaunt) stands next to 
her husband’s (Ransom Moore) broken monument.       

The Historical Society worked to have the Crowley house restored, but it was torn down.  
The park service has plans to rebuild the home on its original foundation. 
 

“The first brick kiln burned in Greene 
County was operated by Wiley Crowley 
on his place, which now belongs to the 
writer” (The Greene County Historical 
Quarterly, Volume 3, Number 1, page 20). 
 
A descendant of John Capps was told 
that John Capps or his wife, Sarah Williams 
(5th Great-Grandparents), had Cherokee 
Indian blood. She wrote, “My older sister 
and my youngest son both show a very 
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definite Cherokee physiognomy and lineage and so do some of my cousins” (The Greene 
County Historical Quarterly, Volume 1, Number 1, page 20). There is no proof of this 
one way or another, but it is interesting to note this family tradition.       
 

Nimrod Capps, Fourth Great-Grandfather 
 

Nimrod Capps (4th Great-Grandfather; 1806-1876) was probably John’s second oldest 
son. He was born in Warren County, Tennessee, and was living in Lawrence County, 

Arkansas, when he married his wife, 
Cynthia Mattix (4th Great-Grandmother; 
1813-1867/1876), in 1830. Cynthia’s 
grandparents were active members 
of the Quaker religion. Nimrod  
is described in The History of Craighead 
County, Arkansas as, “A great hunter 
of the pioneer period.” Another account 
says that he was a “noted bear hunter.” 
 
H. B. Crowley, who may have personally 

known Nimrod Capps and who was related by marriage to the Capps family, wrote that 
Nimrod owned a large peach orchard, ran a still and was the founder of Mount Zion Church. 
(He also operated the Bay Mill, located “above Doniphan,” perhaps on Capps’ Creek.)    
   
“There was then no revenue on whiskey or brandy and there were numerous stills in the 
country where corn liquor and peach brandy were made in abundance, and it could be 
bought for fifty cents a gallon. A liberal supply of one or more of their liquid refreshments 
was thought to be indispensable at every log rolling, house raising or harvest occasion. 
To this supply of whiskey or brandy every one helped himself whenever he felt so 
inclined and worked right along. It was very seldom that you saw anyone out of the way 

Above left: Gravestone of Patsy Capps Moore (4th Great-Grandaunt; 1809-1875), sister of Nimrod Capps (4th 
Great-Grandfather). Above right: Location of Rena, Arkansas, where Patsy is buried. Rand McNally map.    
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Nimrod Capps (4th Great-Grandfather) lived 
near Fourche River (top) in Ripley County, Mis-
souri, on or near the Old Bellview Road (above). 
He also lived about eight miles north of Doni-
phan in Ripley County on Capps’ Creek, which 
was named for him. (Capps’ Creek is a small 
stream that flows into the Current River.) The 
ruins of Nimrod’s mill on Capps’ Creek can 
still be seen today, 2009.           

 

with drink. As an illustration of how public sentiment has changed on the subject of 
drinking in the past forty or fifty years. It was then thought nothing of a church member 
to engage in the manufacture and sale of whiskey and brandy and many of the very 

pillars of the early churches in the 
country drank anything and as often 
as they liked. Old man Nimrod Capps, 
the leading man in founding the Mount 
Zion Church, ran a still at which he 
made up his fruit crop into brandy 
and sold it to the men and boys of the 
country. He owned a fine peach orchard 
and that was the only way he had of 
utilizing his large fruit crop.” 
 
“Should a fellow get drunk and misbehave 
he was ostracized from the best company 
and this served to keep self-respecting 
young men from drinking to excess” 
(History of Greene County, Arkansas, 
by H. B. Crowley, published in 1906 
in the Paragould Soliphone and reprinted 
in The Greene County Historical Quarterly, 
Volume 4, Number 3, page 22).    
 
Nimrod’s family moved often. They lived 
in Lawrence County, Arkansas, in 1830; 
Poinsett County, Arkansas, in 1840; 
Powell Township in Greene County, 
Arkansas, in 1850 and  near Gatewood 
in Ripley County, Missouri, (near the 
border of Randolph County, Arkansas), 
by 1856. Nimrod and his family also 
lived in Barry County, Missouri and 
Randolph County, Arkansas, between 
1830 and 1870.   
 
Nimrod and Cynthia had three sons 
and seven daughters: John Bond Capps 
(1831-1831), Margaret Ann Capps (1833-
1858), Sarah Miranda Capps (1835-

1927), Matthew Capps (1837-1861), Jane “Jennie” Elizabeth Capps (1842-1878), 
Lucy Charity Capps (1844-1901), William F. Capps (1846-1879), Mary Cinderella 
Capps (1848-1888), Cynthia Capps (1850-1850) and Thalia C. Capps (1853-1937).  
All of their children were born in Arkansas, except “Jennie,” who was born in Barry 
County, Missouri. Their three oldest children were probably born in Lawrence 
County, Arkansas. Lucy, William, Mary and Cynthia Capps were born in Greene 
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Top left: Signature of Nimrod Capps (4th 
Great-Grandfather), Randolph County, Ar-
kansas, 1859. Nimrod was better educated than 
most of the men in his community. Right: Old 
cabin near Capps’ land in Ripley County, Mis-
souri. Above: Possible cabin site of Nimrod Capps 
in Ripley County, 1860-1870s. Lower right: Old 
barn near Capps’ Creek in Ripley County, Missouri.  

 

 County, Arkansas. (The places of his resi-
dence have been confirmed by the census 
records of these counties.)  
  
After Cynthia died, Nimrod married Mrs. Laur-
ana or Lurana Ponder Kittrell (Lurana Ponder was 
the daughter of Amos and Nancy Ponder. She 

was born March 28, 1828, at Hickman 
County, Tennessee, and died May 30, 
1903) in Randolph County, Arkansas, 
in 1867. She had three children from 
her marriage to Lemuel Kittrell: Betty 
Kittrell, Sarah Kittrell and Frank Kittrell.  
Lemuel Kittrell was the first permanent 
settler in Ripley County, Missouri, in 1819.  

He was only fifteen years old when he settled 
just south of present day Doniphan. Lemuel 
died from wounds he received fighting for the 
South in the Civil War. He was buried in Old 
Doniphan Cemetery, which is located just 
south of the courthouse. Part of his home was 
made into Doniphan City Park in 1934. Lurana 
outlived Nimrod Capps and then married John 
Eudaley. In all she was married five times and had eight children. She outlived all five of 
her husbands and all eight of her children. Lurana was buried in Old Ponder Cemetery 
in Ripley County, Missouri. (Her gravestone reads, “Lurana Ponder.”)     
 
“Johnson Log Methodist Chapel in Ripley County, Missouri, was built in 1856 by Lewis 
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Above: Gravestone of Lurana Ponder Eudaly (1828-
1903), second wife of Nimrod Capps (4th Great-Grand-
father). Right: Gravestone of Lurana’s third husband, 
Lemuel Kittrell, in Old Doniphan Cemetery. Lurana 
outlived her five husbands and eight children. Below: 
Old Doniphan Cemetery, where Valentine Capps (died 
in 1851) and Lemuel Kittrell are buried. No gravestone 
remains for Valentine, whose relationship is unknown.  

Johnson and his neighbors. Nimrod Capps was listed as an early member” (History of 
Ripley County, Missouri, page 158, by Jerry Ponder). 
 

“Capps' Creek in Ripley County, 
Missouri, was named for members of 
the Capps family. Most of Nimrod’s 
family settled near Gatewood, but 

later moved to a location north of 
Doniphan, Missouri” where Nim-
rod operated Bay Mill. (History of 
Ripley County, Missouri, page 
218, by Jerry Ponder.)  
 
Nimrod’s obituary was printed in 
the Arkansas Gazette on April 
5, 1876, page 1, column 5, but 
that particular page is missing 
on the microfilm.   
 
Margaret Ann Capps (3rd Great- 
Grandaunt; 1833-1858) married 
Wiley Pevehouse in 1853 and 
had two children: Sarah Peve-

house (about 1855-about 1880) and Cynthia Ann Pevehouse, who married Dr. J. G. 
McKenzie. 
 
“Wiley Pevehouse was a useful and 
respected citizen of Greene County, 
Arkansas. He was born and reared 
in the county, and was a brother 
of William Pevehouse (the first 
white child born on Crowley’s 
Ridge). His first wife was Margaret 
Capps. They had only two children, 
both daughters, and their names were 
Sarah and Cynthia. Mrs. Pevehouse 
died while the girls were small, and 
he then married a Miss Bowman.  
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Top right: Gravestone of William 
Franklin Capps (3rd Great-Grand-
uncle). The inscription reads, “W. 
F. CAPPS / DIED / AUG 19TH 1879 / 
AGE / 33Y & 8 M.” Left and a-
bove: Two views of Old Town Cem-
etery in Ripley County, Missouri, 
where William Capps is buried. 

Wiley Pevehouse was also married to a widow by the name of Sarah Cooper, but they 
both died in recent years, without leaving any issue, he having died about three years 
ago (1903) and she within the pass year (1905/1906). He owned a fine farm near 
Walcott in this county, and was a pillar in the Methodist church, which he joined when a 
young man, and his entire life was in keeping with his professions as an upright Christian 
gentleman” (History of Greene County, by H. B. Crowley, published in 1906 in the Paragould 

Soliphone and reprinted in The Green County 
Historical Quarterly, Volume 3, Number 1, page 21).   
  

 
Lucy Charity 
Capps (3rd 

Great-Grandaunt; 1844-1901) married Dr. Catron 
and had four children: Phoebe Catron (died 1949), 
who never married; Hugh Catron (died 1950) of 
Rutherford, Tennessee; Richard Catron and Birdie 
Catron (1876). 
 
William Franklin Capps (3rd Great-Granduncle; 
1846-1879) married Permelia Johnston as his second 
wife and had one child: Willa Capps. Willa was born 
on December 15, 1879, four months after her father 
died. William was buried in Old Town Cemetery in 
Ripley County, Missouri. I visited William’s grave 
with my brother, Ron, in May 1999. His gravestone 
and that of his sister, Mary Capps, are the only ones 
with the name Capps on their original monuments. 
 
Mary Cinderella Capps (3rd Great-Grandaunt; 
1848-1888) married Charles Johnston (brother of 
Permelia above) and had nine children: Gregg Johnston (1870), Cynthia Johnston 
(1872), Flora Belle Johnston (1875), Florence Martha Johnston (1877), Lucy Etta  
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Above left: Don M. Robinson, husband of Thalia Capps (3rd Great-Grandaunt). Above right: 
Johnston’s Chapel, which dates from 1895, in Ripley County, Missouri. Nimrod Capps (4th 
Great-Grandfather) help build the original log chapel with Lewis Johnson and his neighbors in 
1856. It is possible that Nimrod’s son, James/Matthew Capps (1837-1861), is buried here in an 
unmarked grave. Nimrod was “a noted bear hunter.” He owned a large peach orchard, ran a 
still and was the founder of Mount Zion Church. He also operated a mill, located above Don-
iphan, Missouri, on Capps’ Creek. He was an educated leader, who was respected by his peers.    

Johnston (1879), Fred Lewis Johnston (1881), Carlus Clayton Johnston (1883), Mamie 
Evalsen Johnston (1885) and Grace Ella Johnston (1887).   
 
Cynthia Capps (3rd Great-Grandaunt; 
1850-1850) was born on January 28, 
1850, but lived for only five days.  
 
Thalia C. Capps (3rd Great-Grandaunt; 

1853-1937) married Don M. Robinson (1850-1915), who was the first mayor of Maynard, 
Arkansas, in 1895 (also in 1896 and 1899). They were both buried in Doniphan, Missouri.     
 
Jane “Jennie” Elizabeth Capps (3rd Great-Grandaunt; 1842-1878) married Dr. John 
Wallace Bryan (1826-1880) as his second wife on July 26, 1871. Their home was 
located “on the east side of Eleven Point River, about half way between Dalton and 
Elm Store on the old Thomasville Road.” Dr. Bryan built the home in 1853, which was 
a modern home for that day. He had slave cabins for four slaves; tobacco barns, an ice 
house, and a cotton gin. He planted a large orchard with many kinds of fruit trees. Dr. 
Bryan also had equipment for making furniture and “made many nice pieces from 
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Top: Gravestones of Thalia Capps Robinson (3rd 
Great-Grandaunt; 1853-1937) and her husband, Don 
M. Robinson (1854-1915), in Oak Ridge Cemetery in 
central Doniphan, Missouri. Above: Gravestone of 
Mary Cinderella Capps (3rd Great-Grandaunt; 1848-
1888) in Siloam Cemetery, Middlebrook, Randolph, 
Arkansas, who died a day before her fortieth birth-
day. She is buried near her parents, Nimrod and 
Cynthia Capps. Right: Monument of Mary’s hus-
band, Charles G. Johnston (1849-1933) and his sec-
ond wife, Mattie E. Redwine Johnston (1858-1947), in 
Masonic Cemetery in Pocahontas, Arkansas, 2009. 
Lower right: Downtown Doniphan, Missouri, 2002.    

native walnut.” A solid walnut table is still owned by a member of the family. He was a 
capable, compassionate doctor; a Methodist; served as postmaster from 1857 to 1866;  

 

“was a loving husband and father, a friend to his neighbors and one of the grand old pi-
oneers of the county” (daughter’s account; also Randolph County, Arkansas, pages 94-
95).  
 

Sarah Miranda Capps, Third Great-Grandmother 
 

Sarah Miranda Capps (3rd Great-Grandmother; 1835-1927) was born in Lawrence County, 
Arkansas, and named for her mother, Sarah Williams, and aunt, Miranda Capps. When she was 
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Right: Dr. John W. Bryan (1826-1880) and his first 
wife, Isabella T. Bush (1831-1869). He married Jane 
“Jennie” Capps (3rd Great-Grandaunt; 1842-1878) in 
1871 and they lived in this house (above), which he 
built in 1853, on Baker Den, Road east of Dalton, 
Arkansas. Below: Gravestone of Dr. Bryan in his 
family cemetery, located on his farm behind his 
home. The inscription reads: “JOHN W. BRYAN / 
BORN / DEC. 20, 1826 / DIED / FEB. 27, 1880.”  

eighteen years old she married Thomas S. Harris (1835-1854) and together they had one child, 
Mary Tommie Harris (2nd Great-Grandaunt; 1854), born in Greene County, Arkansas.  
 

Mary “Tommie” probably saved Dr. John Wallace 
Bryan (husband 
of Jennie Capps, 
sister of Sarah 
Capps) from be-
ing killed by 
Jayhawkers in 
1864. Dr. Bryan 
had invited the 
men into his 
home for dinner, thinking that they were soldiers.  
When inside, they pulled guns on him and stole 
his money. They were in the act of forcing him to 
go with them when ten-year-old Tommie Harris 
clung to his arm and would not let him go alone. 
At the gate they released him, in spite of know-
ing that he would probably follow them, which he 
did. He was able to recover his horses, which were 
also taken, but not his money. Ever afterwards, Dr. 
Bryan contended that the girl save his life. Her 
mother, Sarah Capps, witnessed these events. She 

is described in this account as “a widowed woman school teacher, who was boarding 
with the Bryan family” (History of Randolph County, Arkansas, page 259).       
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Above: Richard Martin (3rd Great-Grand-
nephew of Jennie Capps) standing next to 
the fireplace of what was once her home, 
March 2009. Left: Ron Martin standing 
next to the unmarked grave of Jennie 
Capps in Bryan Cemetery. Lower left: 
Sunset over the former Bryan property.     

After Thomas died Sarah lived in Craighead County, Arkansas, near or with her cousin 
Mary Mattix. Mary was the wife of William Washington Nisbett (3rd Great-Grand- 

 
father; 1836-
1889) who was 
a captain in 
the Civil War. 
In 1863 he was wounded and nursed back to health 
by his wife and Sarah Capps. William and Sarah be-
came romantically involved and Sarah gave birth to 
a daughter, Willie Jamese Stephens (2nd Great-Grand-
mother; 1864-1908), in 1864. She went back to Rip-
ley County, Missouri, to have the baby.   
 
William remained with his wife and Sarah later mar-
ried William Stephens or Stevens. He died or they were 
divorced and then she married John J. Chapman, a man 
with four children and a cattle buyer by profession. 
Sarah and John Chapman lived in Pulaski County, Ar-
kansas, in 1880. Sarah lived the rest of her life on 100 

Pine Street in North Little Rock, Arkansas, just two blocks from her daughter, Willie 
Stephens, and her husband, James Simpson Sharp (2nd Great-Grandfather; 1858-1926). 
She helped her each day with her housework and the raising of her nine children.   
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Sarah had a total of four children, Mary and Willie mentioned above, as well as Walter 
Stephens (1867-1942) and Nell “Nellie” Miriam Chapman (1874-1814). Nellie was 

born in Pulaski County, Ar-
kansas, but it is not known where 
Walter was born.   
 
In 1925 Sarah took a five-
generation picture with her 
Sharp descendants, while hold-
ing my father, Marion “Junior” 
Sharp, on her lap. She lived 

to be ninety-one years old 
and passed away in Little 
Rock on March 14, 1927. 
 
On December 11, 1924, there 

was an article in the Pocahontas 
Star Herald, page 7, Column 2 
(Pocahontas is the county seat of 
Randolph County, Arkansas), 
which reported that Sarah Mi-
randa Capps (3rd Great-Grand-
mother) had a party at her grand-
daughter’s house, to celebrate 
her eighty-ninth birthday.    
 
“The 89th birthday of Mrs. S. 
M. Chapman of Little Rock 
was celebrated at the home of 
Dr. and Mrs. (Effie A. Lehman, born 1887, daughter of Mary Tommie Harris, 2nd Great-Grand-

Left: Sarah Miranda Capps 
(3rd Great-Grandmother, 
age 89 or 90) holding her 
great-great-grandson, Marion 
Sharp, Jr. (my father), in 
1925. She died two years 
later and was buried in Oak-
land Cemetery (below) in 
Little Rock. She was an attrac-
tive young woman and an 
important and active mem-
ber of her immediate and 
extended family. For many 
years Sarah lived just a 
couple of blocks from her 
daughter, Willie Sharp, and 
her grandchildren.     
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aunt) Horace E. Ruff last Saturday December 6th. Mr. and Mrs. Charles G. Johnston, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ben A. Brown of this city, and Mr. and Mrs. Herman McNabb and children of Hoxie 
were all present to enjoy the birthday dinner. Mrs. Chapman, who is spending the winter with her 
granddaughter, Mrs. Ruff, lived in this county many years ago and talks very entertainingly of 
the long, long ago. All present enjoyed the day and wished Mrs. Chapman many more birthdays.”   

 

 

See James Simpson Sharp, Second Great-Grandfather.  
 

Additional Sources 
   
 Territorial Papers of the United States, Volume 15, Louisiana-Missouri Territory, 

1806-1814, by Carter.   
 

 Records and personal knowledge of Mrs. Gifford Blanchard of Doniphan, Missouri, 
who was a granddaughter of Nimrod Capps and daughter of Jane Elizabeth Capps.  

 

 Information from Mrs. F. P. Peterson of Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts. 
 

 Marriage Records of Lawrence County, Arkansas, page 7, by James Logan Morgan.  
 

 Arkansas Land Patents, Greene County, page 86 (Nimrod Capps).  

Top left: Gravestone of Nellie Chapman (2nd Great-Grandaunt). Above left: Ron Martin, 1995, 
in front of the graves of Sarah Capps (3rd Great-Grandmother) and her daughter, Nellie 
Chapman (2nd Great-Grandaunt), in Oakland Cemetery, Little, Rock, Arkansas; located about 
three miles southeast of downtown Little Rock; another view of their graves (right) in 
December 2001.       
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Top: Gravestone of Wiley Pevehouse (1828-1900), hus-
band of Margaret Capps (3rd Great-Grandaunt; 1833-
1858), in Warren’s Chapel Methodist Cemetery near 
Crowley’s Ridge State park in Greene County, Ar-
kansas. Left: Shiloh Cemetery in Crowley’s Ridge State 
Park, which is the oldest graveyard on the ridge. Capps 
relatives may be buried here. Above: Abner Ponder, 
brother of Lurana Ponder, second wife of Nimrod Capps 
(4th Great-Grandfather). He ran Doniphan’s first bank. 
Right: Map of Ripley County, Missouri. Arrows (left to 
right) point to Gatewood, where most of the Capps 
settled; Johnson’s Chapel that Nimrod help build in 
1856; and Capps’ Creek, where Nimrod operated a mill.   

 

 1850 Census of Greene County, Arkansas, 
Powell Township.   

  
 Marriage Records of Randolph County, Ar-

kansas, Book 2, page 212; Book 5, page 146.   

 

 

 

 1840 Census of Poinsett County, Arkansas.   
 
 1870 Census of Ripley County, Mis-

souri, Union Township, P. O. Gatewood, 
Dwelling 38.   

 
 Craighead County, Arkansas Tax 
Book, Greenfield Township, 1860. “Non-

resident land owner, Nimrod Capps, S. W. N. E. Section 27, Township 15, Range 2. 
40 acres worth $120.”  



The Capps Family 17 

 1880, 1900, 1910 and 1920 Census of Pulaski County, Arkansas.   
 
 Pulaski County Marriage Book 4, page 369: “J. J. Chapman, age 54 of Argenta to 

Mrs. Minnie Stephen, age 40 of Argenta, May 29, 1880.” 
 

 Obituary of Nimrod Capps (4th Great-Grandfather) in the Arkansas Gazette, April 
5, 1876, page 1, column 5. 

 
Notes 
 

 Patsy Capps (4th Great-Grandaunt) moved with 
her husband, Ransom Moore, to Crawford County, 
Arkansas, about 1829, where he operated a ferry                                               

on the Arkansas River. They 
owned 480 acres a short dis-
tance above the mouth of Lee’s 

Creek at the Arkansas River that they purchased for $1.25 per acre. He was a slave 
owner. Patsy’s sister, Jane Capps, also lived in Crawford County. (History of Craw-
ford County, Arkansas, pages 52 and 53, by Clara Eno.)      

 

 On the Jim Campbell farm at Uniontown in Crawford County, Arkansas, are the 
graves of two male members of the Capps family killed by bushwhackers during 
the Civil War. (History in Headstones, Crawford County, Arkansas, page 475, pub-
lished 1970.) Their relationship, if any, is unknown.    

 

 The will of Lucy Capps (4th Great-Grandaunt) was recorded in Greene County, 
Arkansas, on March 12, 1886. “I Lucy Mellon of the County of Greene in the State 
of Arkansas, being advanced in age, but of a sound mind and memory. Recognizing 

Above: Benjamin H. Crowley 
(1837-1913), son-in-law of Lucy 
Capps Crowley Mellon (4th Great- 
Grandaunt). Left: Land owned 
by Lucy Capps Crowley (4th 
Great-Grandaunt) located near 
Crowley’s Ridge State Park in 
Greene County, Arkansas.     
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Top right: Samuel Jefferson Crowley (1846-1882) (son of Wiley 
Crowley and Lucy Capps, 4th Great-Grandaunt) and his wife, 
Nancy Jane Sutfin (1848-1889) about 1871. Right: William T. 
“Billy” Crowley (1868-1939), son of Samuel and Nancy Crowley, 
and grandson of Lucy Capps. He was Sheriff of Greene County, 
Arkansas. Above: Drawing of home built by Wiley and Lucy 
Capps Crowley about 1840. Above left: Michael and Rebecca 
Martin, at the grave of their fourth great-grandmother, Sarah 
Miranda Capps (1835-1927), Oakland Cemetery, Little Rock, 2006.    

the uncertainty of life and the certainty of death at some future day do make and 
publish this my last will and Testament…I will and bequeath to each of my Grand-

children namely: 
Victoria V. Crow-
ley, Bell Crowley, 
Lucian G. Crowley, 
and Bennona H. 
Crowley, child-
ren of my De-

ceased daughter Elizabeth J. Crowley, the first wife of Benjamin H. Crowley, and the 
following named Grandchildren, children of my deceased son, Samuel J. Crowley: to 
wit William T. Crowley, Wiley J. Crowley, John S. Crowley, James B. Crowley, 
Lucy V. Crowley, and Sarah J. Crowley, each the sum of five dollars in money. 
Benjamin H. Crowley the father of the six first named children having received 
money and property from me paid out of my estate heretofore an amount greater than 
one half thereof. Therefore it is my will that all of the property, moneys, notes, 
accounts, effects…shall be equally divided between the children of my deceased son, 
Samuel J. Crowley, namely William T. Crowley, Wiley J. Crowley, John S. Crowley, 
James B. Crowley, Lucy V. Crowley and Sarah J. Crowley, share and share alike…”  

 
 Lucy Capps won a settlement on the estate of her second husband, Thomas Mellon, in 1879. 

The case went to the Arkansas Supreme Court and she was awarded $1,789.55, a large sum 
of money in those days. She, her daughter and son-in-law, donated the land for Warren 
Chapel Cemetery (located across the street from her home). Lucy died in the fall of 1891.  
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Above: Lelia Thalia Sarah Wallace Bryan (daughter of Jane Capps, 3rd Great-Grandaunt); her 
house in Doniphan, Missouri, on a post card that she mailed to her sister-in-law, Louisa Rob-
ertson (wife of William Tipton Bryan, son of Dr. John Bryan). The card reads, “Does this look 
like it did when you were here? Lots of roses in bloom now. Love to all. Your Sister, L. B. N.”   

In March 2009 I took a trip with my brother to see Bryan Cemetery and the house of Dr. 
John W. Bryan, husband of Jane Capps (3rd Great-Grandaunt), loated near Dalton in northwest 
Randolph County, Arkansas. After 
much serching and the help of John 
Dalton we located the farm, but only 
with the timely help of Ray and Nancy 
Toney were we able to find  the burial 
ground and the house. Nancy, who 
quicidently is a direct descendant of 
John Bryan, told us that the house 
was now a ruin, which explained why 
we were not able to find it. She gave  
 

 

me the telephone number of her daughter, Cindy Robinett, and said that she had a history of 
their family and enjoyed genealogy. I contacted Cindy the following week and she provided me 
new information about the Bryan family, photographs, and a history of Lelia Bryan, the only 
daughter of John and Jane Capps Bryan. This seemed to happen serendipitiously and I felt 
grateful that I had been inspired to make this trip. Cindy also provided me information that 
seemed to confirm that Nimrod and Cnythia Mattix Capps (4th Great-Grandparents) were buried 
in Siloam Cemetery in Middlebrook, Arkansas, just south of Maynard, Arkansas. A distant 
relative, Roy G. Robinson, stated in an interview with reserchers, Lee and Betty Tucker of 
Jonesboro, that his distant great-grandparents were buried there. This fits well into the history of 
the family as Don Robinson, husband of Thalia Capps (3rd Great-Grandaunt), was the first 
mayor of Maynard, and Thalia’s sister, Mary C. Capps, is buried here. Also, an obituary of 
Nimrod Capps in 1876 said that he died in Randolph County. Since their graves are 
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This page: Gravestones of Jane Elizabeth Capps 
(3rd Great-Grandaunt) and her husband, Dr. John 
Bryan in Bryan Cemetery near Dalton, Randolph 
County, Arkansas, June 2009.      

unmarked, I have decided to have monuments made for Nimrod and Cnythia, as well as 
Jane Capps Bryan, and place them in Siloam and Bryan cemteteries this summer or fall.  
 

Lelia Thalia Sarah Wallace Bryan, the daughter 
of Dr. John Wallace Bryan (1826-1880) and his 
second wife, Jane “Jennie” Elizabeth Capps Bryan 
(3rd Great-Grandaunt; 1842-1878), was born on 
April 14, 1876. Her birth took place on the “old Bryan farm” near Dalton in northwest 
Randolph County, Arkansas, where she was reared with the other children of Dr. Bryan. 
(This farm is located off Baker Den Road, two miles north of Highway 93 on the east 
side of Eleven Point River). It is interesting to note that she was named after two of 
her aunts, Thalia Childers Capps and Sarah Miranda Capps (3rd Great-Grandmother). 
She lost both of her parents before her fourth birthday. 
 
“When a girl of about sixteen or seventeen years of age she left Arkansas and went to  



The Capps Family 21 

Top left: Cow in creek by 
land once owned by Dr. John 
Bryan. Top right: View of 
Ripley County, Missouri, 
looking towards Gatewood, 
where the Capps family lived 
for many years. Above: John-
son’s Chapel, where Nimrod 
Capps (4th Great-Grand-
father) once attended church. 
Right: Two views of the Cur-
rent River in Ripley County 
near Capps’ Creek. All photo-
graphs taken in 2009.    

Missoula, Montana, to be with her brothers, Thomas ‘Dink’ Bryan and Benjamin ‘Ben’ 
Bryan, and their families. She lived there several years and became a school teacher, 
teaching for a while.”  
 

“There she married Gifford Blanchard of Missoula in 1903 (his father owned quite a 
share in a ranch company). To this union a baby girl was born, but died an infant. 
Soon after, Lelia’s husband died. She then became dissatisfied to live in Missoula and 
went back to Arkansas to be near her sister Mary ‘Mollie,’ her brother William, her 
aunt Thalia Robinson at Doniphan, Missouri, and their families, as well as several other 
cousins and friends.”  
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Top left: Members of Johnson’s Chapel, 
about 1910. Above: Gravestone of Nim-
rod and Cynthia Mattix Capps (4th Great-
Grandparents) in Siloam Cemetery, Mid-
dlebrook, Randolph County, Arkansas 
(lower left). Middle left: Original grave-
stones of Nimrod Capps (broken pieces) 
and Mary Cinderella Capps (3rd Great-
Grandaunt, 1848-1888; small upright 
stone), June 2009.     

“After her return she soon married George Neal a banker in Doniphan. They did not live 
together very long and were divorced. She later married Earl Spell of Doniphan, who 

was a salesman in a store in Doniphan. 
Lelia owned a nice home in Doniphan, 
and lived there with her husband, Earl, for 
several years; though their marriage final-
ly had a bad ending and they divorced. 

She lived there the rest of her life and never married again. Mother of the one child is 
all; and since she had no children, she took a lot of interest in her nephews and neices 
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Above: Back of Nimrod Capps’ mon-
ument, which lists his ten children: 
John, Margaret, Sarah, James/Matthew, 
Jane, Lucy, William, Mary, Cynthia 
and Thalia Capps. The setting sun is 
reflected; June 2009.  

and to correspond with them as well as many other friends and relatives, was her great-
est pleasure indeed.” 
 
“Lelia was a member of the Methodist Church” (written by Alvin Luther Bryan, Lelia’s 
half-nephew).     
 
Obituary, April 4, 1960: “Mrs. Lelia Blanchard, 
aged 83, died at her home in Doniphan, Missouri, 
from a heart attack Monday. She had not been in 
the best of health, but her death was unexpected.”  
 
“She was born in Randolph County, April 14, 
1876, a daughter of the late John W. and Sarah 
Capps Bryan and spent her young girlhood in 
this county.”     
 
“Funeral services were conducted in the McNabb 
Funeral Chapel in Pocahontas Wednesday morn-
ing at 10 o’clock by the Rev. Lawrence Ray, 
Baptist minister, and the Rev. Charles McDonald 
Jr., Methodist minister. Pallbearers were Tom 
Baker, Byron Blair, Dr. Warren G. Harris, Fred 
Rogers, William Wright and Mack Downey.” 
 
“Her only survivors are cousins, nephews and 
nieces, a number of whom reside in and near 
Pocahontas.” (She was buried in Masonic Cem-
etery in Pocahontas as Lelia Blanchard.)  
   
On March 18, 1840, Nimrod Capps (4th Great-
Grandfather) was listed in Van Buren Township 
of Crawford County, Arkansas, in the Arkansas 
Gazatte: “We, the undersigned appraisers being 
called upon to view and appraise a certain stray 
horse, shown to us by David Hines, do find him 
to be of the following description, to wit: An IRON GREY HORSE, four years old next 
spring, his left hind foot and fore foot white, his face and nose some lighter than the other 
parts, one saddle spot on each side of his back above the middle, albout fifteen hands 
high, no brands perceivable, and we value said horse at fifty-five dollars. Given under our 
hands this 25th day of January 1840. Whitfield Boven, Nimrod Capps, and James A. 
Scott, Appraisers. Sworn to and subscribed before me, the day and date above written. 
John Harrell, J.P.” Nimrod’s sister, Patsy Capps Moore (4th Great-Grandaunt), lived in 
Crawford County (not far from Fort Smith), Arkansas, and she died there in 1875.       
 
I mentioned above that I planned to have monuments made to place over the graves of   
Nimrod and Cynthia Mattix Capps (4th Great-Grandparents) and their daughter, Jane 
“Jennie” Elizabeth Capps Bryan (3rd Great-Grandaunt). In June 2009, my brother, Ron 
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Top: Capps’ Creek in Ripley County, Missouri. Above and 
top right: Ruins of Nimrod Capps’ mill on Capps’ Creek. 
The remains of the water shafts could still be seen in 2009.    

Martin, and I traveled to northeast Arkansas, and erected their gravestones. We had to 
overcome some obstacles, including Ron having food poisoning the day before we left, but 
we were able to achieve our goal. Ticks were plentiful and dragging Jane’s monument 

over a mound, across a watery 
ditch and through grass that 
was five feet tall made the 
experience  memorable. Their 
monuments were the thir-
teenth and fourteenth grave-
stones that we have erected 
to our ancestors during the 
past three years, and we both 
believe that it is one of the best 
things that we have ever done.   
 
The next day we found what 
are probably the ruins of Nim-
rod Capps’ old mill on Capps’ 
Creek. “Capps’ Creek is an 
eastern tributary of Current 
River in Jordan Township. 
Named for Nimrod Capps, who 

owned a large tract of land and operated a mill for grinding corn and sawing lumber during 
pioneer days” (Places of Five Southern Border Counties of Missouri, by Cora Ann Pot-
tenger, master thesis, 1945). A country gentleman with a long beard and some missing teeth 
directed us to the place and said that he had seen the mill when he was a boy and knew that 
it was Capps’ Creek. Without his timely aid we would have never located the mill. Next we 
saw the Current River. It was easy to picture what was probably the situation at the time 
Nimrod settled this area some eight miles north of Doniphan, Ripley County, Missouri. People 
were moving into the region and needed a mill nearby to avoid long trips to grind their corn. 
He built his mill close to a major river and it was probably profitable for a time. Eventually, 
business slowed and he sold his holdings and moved to another part of the county.        
 
The Randolph Herald, on Thursday February 12, 1903, page 5, Pocahontas, Arkansas, noted 
that “Miss Willie Capps of Doniphan is visiting the family of J. M. C. Lehman this week.”  
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Above: Sarah Miranda Capps (3rd Great-
Grandmother; 1835-1927). This picture and 
the photograph on the next page were dis-
covered by the author on December 7, 2014; 
until then the only know photograph of 
Sarah was one taken when she was 89 or 90. 

Additional Capps History 
The Internet has been wonderful for genealogical research. I have found most of this new 
Capps information at Ancestry.com and Find a Grave. On December 7, 2014, I found 
two photographs of Sarah Miranda Capps, 
my third great-grandmother, and pictures of 
some of her siblings. Before this discovery, 
I only had one photograph of Sarah when 
she was 89 or 90 years old and none of her 
sisters or brothers. In the old days I would 
have driven hundreds of miles to get copies 
of such pictures (and did on a few occas-
ions) and here they were at the click of a 
mouse. I feel blessed to be able to use these 
new tools, which provide such easy access 
to information that would be otherwise 
difficult to acquire.              

Family Bible of Leila Brayan Blanchard, 
daughter of Mary Jane “Jennie” Capps, 
Third Great-Grandaunt, and Dr. John 
Wallace Bryan 

As recorded in the family Bible of Leila 
Bryan Blanchard: “Cynthia Mattix (4th 
Great-Grandmother) was born March 21, 
1813, in Indiana; died March 10, 1867. 
Nimrod Capps was born June 21, 1806, 
Warren County, Tennessee. He was the son 
of John Caps and Sarah Williams (5th 
Great-Grandparents). Nimrod is buried 
near Dalton, Randolph County, Arkansas. 
They had ten children: 1. John B. Capps, 
born May 16, 1831. Died young. 2. Mar-
garet Capps born 1833; died 1858; married 
Wiley Pevehouse. 3. Sarah Miranda 
Capps (3rd Great-Grandmother), born Dec. 
6, 1835; died March 14, 1927; married 
1. Thomas Harris in Little Rock, Arkansas; 2. William J. N. Stevens. 3. John Chapman 
May 29, 1880, Little Rock, Arkansas. 4. Mathew Capps, born 1837. 5. Jane Elizabeth 
‘Jennie’ Capps, born July 31, 1842; died Feb. 20, 1878; married Dr. John Wallace 
Bryan (his second wife). 6. Lucy C. Capps, born 1844; married Dr. Catron. 7. William 
F. Capps, born Feb. 11, 1846; married Parmelia ‘Amelia’ Johnston. 8. Mary Cinderella 
Capps, born Feb. 13, 1848; married Gregory Johnston (*my great maternal Grand-
parents). 9. James (probably Cynthia) Capps, born 1850; died young. 10. 
Thalia Capps, born Sept. 3, 1853; died May 10, 1937; married Rev. Don M Robinson.”  
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Above: Sarah Miranda Capps (3rd Great-Grandmother; 
1835-1927). It is interesting how the course of our lives can 
change by an unsought event. The death of Sarah’s first hus-
band led her to be in different places and with different 
people. She married two more times, but some things have a 
way of working out for the best and as a result she became 
the mother of Willie Stevenson, my 2nd Great-Grandmother.    

Family of Nimrod Capps, Fourth Great-Grandfather   

The family Bible of Leila Bryan Blanchard, above, is a good primary source proving the 
relationship of Nimrod Capps and Cynthia Mattix (4th Great-Grandparents) to their 

children. More details of 
their lives and photographs 
are presented here. (Some 
facts already presented in 
this history are repeated 
here for ease of reference.)     

Nimrod Capps (4th Great-
Grandfather; 1806-1876) was 
born on June 21, 1806, in 
Warren County, Tennessee, 
and married Cynthia Mattix 
(4th Great-Grandmother; 1813-
1867) on June 30, 1830, in 
Randolph or Lawrence County, 
Arkansas. In 1850 Nimrod 
resided in Powell, Greene 
County, Arkansas. After Cyn-
thia died, he married Luranah 
Ponder Eudaly (1828-1903) 
on November 3, 1867, in 
Randolph County, Arkansas 
(no children). In 1870 Nim-
rod resided in Union, Ripley 
County, Missouri. He died 
in Randolph County, Ark-
ansas, on November 19, 1876. 
Nimrod and Cynthia had ten 
children. (Ancestry.com)  

John Bonds Capps (3rd Great-
Granduncle; 1831-1831) was 
the oldest child of Nimrod 
and Cynthia Mattix Capps 

(4th Great-Grandparents). He was born on May 16, 1831 (or October 20, 1831), in Law-
rence County, Arkansas, and died the same day.  

Margaret Ann Capps (3rd Great-Grandaunt; 1833-1858) was born May 16, 1833, in Law-
rence County, Arkansas, and died 1857/1858 in Greene County, Arkansas. She married Wiley 
Pevehouse (born July 2, 1828 in Crowley’s Ridge, Greene County, Arkansas; died December 
2, 1900, in Crowley’s Ridge, Arkansas; son of Abraham Pevehouse, died 1835, and Polly 
Crowley, 1805-1835) about 1853 and had two children: Sarah “Sallie” Pevehouse (born 1855 
in Greene County, Arkansas; died in Arkansas; married Thomas P. Harris [born 1855] on 
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Above: Luranah Ponder [Eudaly] (1828-
1903), second wife of Nimrod Capps (4th 
Great-Grandfather; 1806-1876). They were 
husband and wife from November 3, 1867, 
until Nimrod’s death on March 18, 1876. 
(Her gravestone is shown earlier in this 
history.) She married five times, never 
divorced, and outlived all of her husbands 
and children. Top left: Inscription on mon-
ument of Wiley Pevehouse (1828-1900), 
husband of Margaret Ann Capps (3rd Great-
Grandaunt; 1833-1858), in Warren’s Chap-
el Methodist Cemetery in Crowley’s Ridge, 
Greene County, Arkansas. Left: Wiley 
Pevehouse’s history, published in the late 
1800s. In 1864 Wiley Pevehouse served 
under Confederate Major General Ster-
pling Price (top middle), in the Civil War.     

January 22, 1879, in Arkansas and had one child: Cynthia Harris, born 1879) and Cynthia 
Ann Pevehouse (born in November 1858 in Greene County, Arkansas).   

“Wiley Pevehouse was born and died on Crowley's 
Ridge. He married 1853 to Margaret Capps, who 
died in 1858. Married second to Frances A. J. 
Bowman [died October 13, 1870] on March 26, 1860 Randolph County, Arkansas. 
Married third to Sarah Ann Cooper on February 16, 1873. Wiley held the offices of 
deputy sheriff and county clerk in Crowley’s Ridge. In 1864 he enlisted in the Confed-
erate Army, and was with Price on his raid through Missouri (Price's Missouri Expe-
dition, also known as Price's Raid, was an 1864 Confederate cavalry raid through the 
states of Missouri and Kansas during the American Civil War. While Confederate Major 
General Sterling Price enjoyed some successes during this campaign, he was decisively 
defeated at the Battle of Westport by Maj. Gen. Samuel R. Curtis and subsequently driven 
back into Arkansas by Union cavalry under Maj. Gen. Alfred Pleasonton. Price’s expe-
dition proved to be the final significant Southern operation west of the Mississippi River. 
Its failure contributed to Abraham Lincoln’s reelection, and cemented Federal control 
over the hotly contested border state of Missouri), but being in poor health was left at 
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This page: Gravestones of Cynthia Anne Pevehouse, 
(1855-1931; daughter of Margaret Anne Capps, 
3rd Great-Grandaunt; top right), wife of Dr. James 
Grant McKenzie (1851-1938; his monument above), 
and four of their nine children (Wiley E. McKenzie, 
1880-1927; James G. McKenzie, 1884-1915; Marga-
ret McKenzie 1886-1946, and John H. McKenzie, 
1896-1967) in Linwood Cemetery in Paragould, 
Greene County, Arkansas.   

Boonville [October 1864], where he received good attention, and was soon after paroled 
and returned home. Children from first marriage: Sarah ‘Sallie’ M. and Cynthia Ann 

Pevehouse. Children from second marriage: 
William, Lucy Jane, John P. and Mary Eliza-
beth Pevehouse.” (Find a Grave) 

Cynthia Anne Pevehouse (daughter of Mar-
garet Ann Capps, 3rd Great-Grandaunt) was 
born May 26, 1855, in Cache, Green County, 
Arkansas, and died January 26, 1931; buried 
in Linwood Cemetery in Paragould, Greene 
County, Arkansas. She married Dr. James G. 
McKenzie (born December 10, 1851, in Aber-
deen, Scotland; died August 10, 1938, in 
Greene County, Arkansas; buried in Linwood 
Cemetery) in November 1878 and had pos-
sibly nine children: Wiley Alexander McKen-
zie (born October 1, 1879/1880; died 1927; 
buried in Linwood Cemetery), James G. Mc-
Kenzie (born September 11, 1884; died August 
20, 1915; buried in Linwood Cemetery),  
Margaret “Maggie” McKenzie (born 1886/1887 
in Arkansas; died 1946; buried in Linwood Cemetery), Jessie Odell McKenzie, Pearle A. 
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Right: Gravestones of Mary Thomas “Tom-
mie” Harris Lehman (2nd Great-Grandaunt, 
1854-1920, daughter of Sarah Miranda 
Capps, 3rd Great-Grandmother), her hus-
band, John M. C. Lehman (1848-1921), and 
their daughter, Jessie H. Lehman Brown 
(1874-1960) and her husband, Ben A. Brown 
(1869-1952), in Masonic Cemetery in Poca-
hontas, Randolph County, Arkansas.  

McKenzie (born 1892/1893 in Arkansas), Roger G. McKenzie, Murrell or Morel Mc-
Kenzie (born 1894/1895 in Arkansas), John H. McKenzie (born August 7, 1896, in 

Arkansas; died March 22, 1967; buried 
in Linwood Cemetery), and Minnie 
McKenzie (born 1900/1902 in Arkan-
sas). All of their children were probably 
born in Greene County, Arkansas.     

Sarah Miranda Capps (3rd Great-Grand-
mother; 1835-1927) was born Decem-
ber 6, 1835, in Lawrence County, Ar-
kansas, and died March 14, 1927, in Lit-
tle Rock, Arkansas. Sarah married Thomas 
S. Harris (1835-1854) and had one 
child: Mary Thomas “Tommie” Harris 
(1854-1920). After Thomas died she had Willie Jamese Stevenson (2nd Great-Grand-
mother; born August 20, 1864; died June 21, 1908, in Little Rock, Arkansas; married 
James Simpson Sharp [2nd Great-Grandfather] on October 19, 1881, in Argenta [North 
Little Rock], Arkansas) by William Washington Nisbett (1836-1889) in 1864. Sarah 
had married William J. N. Stevenson (born 1835) in November 1863 and Willie was 
given his surname. Sarah married third, John Chapman (born 1827 in Georgia), on May 
29, 1880, in Little Rock, Arkansas.    

Mary Thomas “Tommie” Harris (1854-1920; 2nd Great-Grandaunt; daughter of Sarah 
Miranda Capps, 3rd Great-Grandmother) was born October 31, 1854, in Greene County, 
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This page: Gravestones of Helen Lehman Rorie 
(1876-1953), Henry Edgar Lehman (1879-1955), his 
wife, Leoline Marsh Lehman (1879-1957); Effie 
Lehman Ruff (1887-1971), and her husband, Dr. 
Horace Ruff (1873-1968); Ralph Lehman Sr. (1890-
1976), and his wife, H. Katherine Lehman (1893-
1960), in Masonic Cemetery in Pocahontas, Ran-
dolph County, Arkansas. Helen, Henry, Effie, and 
Ralph were children of Mary “Tommie” Harris 
(2nd Great-Grandaunt).  

Arkansas, and died July 1, 1920, in Pocahontas, Randolph County, Arkansas; buried in 
Masonic Cemetery, Pocahontas, Randolph County, Arkansas. She married John M. C. 

Lehman (born February 21, 1848, in Penn-
sylvania; died March 14, 1921, in Pocahon-
tas, Arkansas; buried in Masonic Cemetery, 
next to his wife; John was appointed post-
master of Middlebrook, Randolph, Arkansas, 
on May 1, 1885) on October 29, 1872, and 
they had six children: Jessie H. Lehman 
(born December 19, 1874, in Arkansas; died 
December 31, 1960; married Ben A. Brown, 
born September 4, 1869, in Arkansas; died 
May 7, 1942, in Arkansas; both are buried 

in Masonic Cemetery), S. Helen Lehman (born November 5, 1876; died October 19, 
1953; buried in Masonic Cemetery; married T. O. Rorie), Henry Edg ar Lehman (born 
January 11, 1879; died September 28, 1955; married Leoline Marsh, born February 18, 
1879; died June 16, 1957; both are buried in Masonic Cemetery), Effie Agnes Lehman 
(1887-1971), Ralph Clayton Lehman Sr. (born December 5, 1890; died May 4, 1978; 
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Top right: Effie Lehman Ruff (1887-1971; daughter of Mary “Tommie” Harris, 2nd Great-Grandaunt). Above: 
Dr. John Legate Ruff (1913-1997; son of Effie Lehman and Dr. Horace Ruff) and his daughter, Marilyn Ruff 
(1944-2007). Marilyn was born and died in Little Rock, Arkansas. Below: Signature of Ralph Clayton Lehman 
(1890-1976; son of Mary “Tommie” Harris, 2nd Great-Grandaunt) on his World War II draft registration card.  

buried in Masonic Cemetery), and Nell Lehman (born in October 1894 in Arkansas; died 
in 1952; married Herman Gardner McNabb, born 1890, on October 29, 1913, in Randolph 
County, Arkansas, and had four children; Nell probably lived 
in Randolph County, Arkansas, all of her life). All of their 
children were probably born in Randolph County, Arkansas. 
“Tommie” lived with her family in Warm Springs (1880), May-
nard (1900), and Pocahontas (1920), in Randolph County, Arkansas.   

Effie Agnes Lehman (1887-1971; daughter of Mary “Tommie” 
Harris, 2nd Great-Grandaunt) was born July 21, 1887, in Mid-
dlebrook, Randolph County, Arkansas, and died January 29, 
1970, in Magnolia, Columbia County, Arkansas. She married 
Dr. Horace Ewing Ruff (born July 15, 1873; died July 3, 1968; 
buried next to Effie in Masonic Cemetery, Pocahontas, Ran-
dolph County, Arkansas) on December 23, 1906, in Maynard, Randolph County, Arkan-

sas, and had two children: Leh-
man Renn Ruff (born Nov-
ember 3, 1907, in Pitman County, 
Arkansas; died November 17, 
1913, in Heber Springs, Arkan-
sas) and Dr. John Legate Ruff 
(born November 3, 1913, in 
Pitman County, Arkansas; died 
September 20, 1997, in Mag-
nolia, Arkansas; served in the 
U. S. Army during World War 
II from May 2, 1942, to Janu-
ary 29, 1946; see photograph; 
married Ruby Allen in Chey-

enne, Wyoming; born 1912 in Little Rock, Arkansas; 
died 1951 in Magnolia, Arkansas; daughter: Marilyn 

Ruff, born July 24,1944, in Little Rock, Arkansas; died February 6, 2007, in Little Rock, 
Arkansas; see photograph). Effie Lehman and her family lived for many years (before 
1930 to 1947) in Little Rock, Ar-
kansas.     

Ralph Clayton Lehman Sr. (1890-
1976; son of Mary “Tommie” Har-
ris, 2nd Great-Grandaunt) was born 
December 5, 1890, in Arkansas, and died May 4, 1978 in Hope, Hempstead County, 
Arkansas; buried in Masonic Cemetery, Pocahontas, Randolph County, Arkansas. He 
married Emma “Kate” Katherine (surname unknown; born July 27, 1893; died July 
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Above: Signature of John M. C. Lehman (1848-1921; husband 
of Mary “Tommie” Harris, 2nd Great-Grandaunt, and father 
of Ralph Clayton Lehman) on May 1, 1885, when he was ap-
pointed postmaster of Middlebrook, Arkansas. Below: Lucy 
Charity “Lou” Capps (3rd Great-Grandaunt; 1843-1901).  

11, 1960; buried in Masonic Cemetery) and had three children: Ralph C. Lehman Jr. 
(born 1919 in Arkansas), Mary K. Lehman (born 1926 in Arkansas), and Thomas M. 

Lehman (born January 26, 1930, 
in Arkansas; died December 
16, 2001, in Houston, Texas). 
Ralph resided in Jonesboro, 
Arkansas, in 1930; Little Rock, 
Arkansas, in 1935 to sometime 
after 1940, but it is not known 
when he moved to Hope, Ar-
kansas, where he died. (He re-

sided at 2920 Gaines Street in Little Rock, Arkansas, at the time of his World War II 
draft registration in 1942.)    

Willie Jamese Stevenson (2nd Great-Grandmother) 
was born August 20, 1864, and died June 21, 
1908, in North Little Rock, Arkansas. She married 
James Simpson Sharp (2nd Great-Grandfather; 
1858-1926) on October 19, 1881, in Argenta 
(North Little Rock), Arkansas, and they had nine 
children: Carlos Lee Sharp (1882-1937; Great-
Grandfather), Harry Armour Sharp (1885-1923), 
Milton Dale Sharp (1888-1935), Noble Carradine 
Sharp (1890-1931), Ashley Walter Sharp (1890-
1977), Nanka Jewel Sharp (1894-1977), Leslie 
Gordon Sharp (1897-1914), Marion Eleanor “Mir-
iam” Sharp (1905-1956), and James Sinclair Sharp 
(1908-1963). (It was recently discovered that James 
Sharp was living at 541 Harvard in Houston, 
Texas, when he died on August 7, 1963, and was 
buried in Brookside Cemetery in Houston.)     

James Mathew Capps (3rd Great-Granduncle; 
1838-1861) was born February 7, 1838, in Law-
rence County, Arkansas, but nothing else is known 
about him.      
 

Elizabeth Jane “Jennie” Capps (3rd Great-
Grandaunt; 1842-1 878) was born July 31, 1842, in Seligman, Barry County, Missouri, 
and died February 20, 1878, in Randolph County, Arkansas. She married Dr. John 
Wallace Bryan (born December 20, 1826; died February 27, 1880, in Bakerden, 
Randolph County, Arkansas; first wife: Isabella T. Bush [born 1831 in Logan, Kentucky, 
died 1869 in Bakerden, Randolph County, Arkansas; daughter of John P. Bush, 1794-
1857, and Agnes West, 1801-1871]; married 1852 in Graves, Kentucky; had six children: 
John, Thomas, James, William, Richard, and Mary Bryan), as his second wife, on July 
26, 1871, in Ripley County, Missouri, and had two children: James H. Bryan (born 
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This page: Monument of Lucy Charity “Lou” 
Capps Catron (3rd Great-Grandaunt; 1843-1901) 
and her husband, Dr. Robert Peter Catron (1840-
1921), and gravestones of three of their four 
children: Phebe Jane Catron (1871-1950), William 
P. Catron (1880-1961), and Hugh Nimrod Cat-
ron (1882-1950) in Beech Cemetery in Obion 
County, Tennessee.  

1872; died as infant) and Lelia Thalia Bryan (1876-1960). (A portrait of Dr. Bryan 
and Jennie’s gravestone are shown earlier in this history.) 
 
Lucy Charity “Lou” Capps (3rd Great-Grandaunt; 1844-1901) was born September                                

25,1843, in Prarie, Arkansas, and died Feb-
ruary 18, 1901, in Obion County, Tennes-
see; buried in Beech Cemetery in Obion County, Tennessee. She married Dr. Robert 
Peter Catron (born May 18, 1840, in Perry, Tennessee; died August 29, 1921, in Union 
City, Obion County, Tennessee; buried in Beech Cemetery; son of Hugh Alexander 
Catron, 1817-1915, and Jane Montgomery Bell, 1815-1884) on August 12, 1869, in 
Ripley County, Missouri, and had four children: Phebe Jane Catron (born October 19, 
1871, in Obion County, Tennessee; died Februar y 1, 1950, in Gibson County, Tennessee; 
buried in Beech Cemetery), Thalia Bell “Birdie” Catron (born September 6, 1876, in 
Union City, Obion, Tennessee; died May 26, 1966, in Union City; buried in Beech 
Cemetery), “Dick” William Peter Catron (born July 13, 1880, in Tennessee; died March 
27, 1960; he probably never married and lived his entire life in Obion County, 
Tennessee; buried in Beech Cemetery), and Hugh Nimrod Catron (born August 11, 1883, 
in Tennessee; died September 16, 1950, in Union City, Obion, Tennessee, where he lived 
his entire adult life; buried in Beech Cemetery in Obion County, Tennessee). (See 
photograph of Lucy Capps.)  
 

Thalia Bell “Birdie” Catron (1876-1966; daughter of Lucy Charity “Lou” Capps, 3rd 
Great-Grandaunt) was born September 6, 1876, in Union City, Obion, Tennessee, and  
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Above: Thelia Bell “Birdie” Catron Denning (1876-
1966; daughter of Lucy Charity “Lou” Capps 
Catron, 3rd Great-Grandaunt) with her son, 
Charles Denning (1912-1993), on September 6, 
1952, celebrating “Mama’s 76th birthday.” Top 
right: Lucy Mary Denning (1902-1962; left) and 
Farra Glenn Denning (1905-1985), daughters of 
Birdie Catron Denning. Right: Farra Denning 
(left) and her younger sister, Phebe Virginia 
Denning (1908-1965).   

died May 26, 1966, in Union City, where she lived all of her life; buried in Beech 
Cemetery in Obion County, Tennessee. She married James Thomas Denning (born 

February 15, 1864, in Como, Tennessee; died 
February 20, 1946, in Obion County, Tennes-
see; buried in Beech Cemetery with “Birdie”) 
on February 10, 1901, in Obion County, Ten-
nessee, and had four children: Lucy Mary Den-
ning (born August 1, 1902, in Union, Obion, 
Tennessee; died January 27, 1962, in Dade County, Florida; married John H. Berner, 
born 1908), “Farrah” Farris Glenn Denning (born June 24, 1905, in Union, Obion, 
Tennessee; died December 3, 1965, in Highlands, Macon, North Carolina; married 
Arthur Bascombe Pearce, born May 29, 1907, in Guilford County, North Carolina; died 
March 11, 1993, in Charlotte, North Carolina [son of Arthur Bascomb Pearce, 1881-
1951, and Laura Katharine Newlin, 1897-1968]; three children: Arthur James Pearce, 
born February 16, 1930, in North Carol ina, died in November 1993 in Morganton, Burke, 
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Above: Thelia Bell “Birdie” Catron Denning (1876-
1966; daughter of Lucy Charity “Lou” Capps 
Catron, 3rd Great-Grandaunt) with her son, 
Charles Denning (1912-1993), on September 6, 
1952, celebrating “Mama’s 76th birthday.” Top 
right: Lucy Mary Denning (1902-1962; left) and 
Farra Glenn Denning (1905-1985), daughters of 
Birdie Catron Denning. Right: Farra Denning 
(left) and her younger sister, Phebe Virginia 
Denning (1908-1965).   

Top: Thelia Bell “Birdie” Catron Denning (1876-1966; daughter of Lucy Charity “Lou” Capps 
Catron, 3rd Great-Grandaunt) with her daughter, Phebe Virginia Denning (1908-1965). Above 
left: Farra Glenn Denning with her husband, Arthur Bascombe Pearce (1907-1993) about 1927. 
Above right: Birdie Catron Denning with her daughter, Farra Glenn Denning Pearce (6 months 
pregnant), on September 6, 1946.    

North Carolina; Charles Wood Pearce, born July 31, 1934, in North Carolina, died 
March 23, 1990, in Deland, Florida; and David Lawrence Pearce, born November 8, 

1940; died November 7, 1994, in Dade County, Florida), Phoebe Virginia Denning (born 
December 27, 1908, in Union, Obion, Tennessee; died 1965), and Charles Wesley 
Denning (born August 17, 1912, in Tennessee; died March 20, 1983, in Walhalla, 
Oconee, South Carolina). All of their children were born in Obion County, Tennessee. 
(See photographs.)    
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Left: William Franklin Capps (3rd Great-Grand-
uncle; 1846-1879; son of Nimrod Capps, 4th Great-
Grandfather). Above: Major Arthur Bascombe 
Pearce (1907-1993) in 1944, husband of Farra 
Glen Denning (1908-1965). Lower left: “Birdie” 
Catron Denning (1876-1966; daughter of Lucy 
Charity “Lou” Capps Catron, 3rd Great-Grand-
aunt), center, with her three grandsons (L to R): 
David Lawrence Pearce (1940-1994), Arthur “Art” 
James Pearce (1930-1993), and Charles Wood 
Pearce (1934-1999) on July 23, 1977.       

William Franklin Capps (3rd Great-Granduncle; 1846-1879) was born on February 11, 

1846, in Arkansas. As his photograph shows, 
he was a very handsome man. He married 
Parmelia E. Johnston (born October 29, 1857, 
in Randolph County, Arkansas; died October 
22, 1937; daughter of Lewis Burton Johnston, 
1829-1895, and Tennessee Spencer, 1831-
1909) on November 2, 1876, in Ripley County, 
Missouri. William lived for only three more 
years after his marriage, dying on August 19, 
1879, in Ripley County, Missouri.    
 
Mary Cinderella Capps (3rd Great-Grandaunt; 
1848-1888) was born on February 13, 1848, 
in Green County, Arkansas, and died on Feb-
ruary 12, 1888, in Middlebrook, Randolph 
County, Arkansas. She married Charles Greg-
ory Johnston (born May 27, 1849, in Milledge-
ville, McNairy County, Tennessee; died May 28, 
1933, in Pocahontas, Randolph County, Arkan-
sas; son of Lewis Burton Johnston, 1829-
1895, and Tennessee Spencer, 1831-1909; 
Charles married second, Martha Elvisa  “Mattie” 

Redwine, and had seven more children, for a total of 17) on December 31, 1868, in Ripley 
County, Missouri, and had ten children (including two sets of twins): Gregory Capps 
Johnston (1869-1955), Thomas D. Johnston (1871-1880), Cynthia Tennessee Johnston 
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Right: Mary Cinderella Capps (3rd Great-Grand-
aunt, 1848-1888; daughter of Nimrod Capps, 4th 
Great-Grandfather). Top: The family of Mary 
Cinderella Capps in front of “the old home place” 
(above). Left to right: Charles Gregory Johnston 
(1849-1933; husband of Mary Cinderella Capps), 
Mary Cinderella Capps Johnston, Will Luter 
(husband of Cynthia Johnston), Cynthia Johnston-
Luter (1871-1914; daughter of M. Cinderella 
Capps), Flora Belle Johnston-Ledbetter (1875-
1948; daughter of M. Cinderella Capps), Flor-
ence M. Johnston-Miller (1877-1909; daughter of 
M. Cinderella Capps), Evaleen “Mamie” Johns-
ton-Baber (1884-1965; daughter of M. Cinderella 
Capps), Grace Ella Johnston-Watson-Morey 
(1887-1977; daughter of M. Cinderella Capps), 
unknown, unknown, and unknown. (M. Cinderella 
Capps and Charles Johnston had ten children.)   

(1872-1914), Flora Belle Johnston (1875-1948), Martha Florence Johnston (1877-1909), 
Lucy Etta Johnston (1879-1972), Lewis Fred Johnston (1881-1942), Carlis Clayton 

Johnston (1883-1934), Mary Evelyn or Ev-
aleen Johnston (1885-1965), and Grace Ella 

Johnston (1887-1977). (See ph otographs of Mary Capps and her family.)  
 
Gregory Capps Johnston (1869-1955; son of Mary Cinderella Capps, 3rd Great-Grand-
aunt) was born September 27, 1869, in Gatewood, Ripley County, Missouri, and died 
December 16, 1955, in Arlington, Tarrant, Texas; buried in Parkdale Cemetery in Arling-
ton, Tarrant County, Texas. He married Minnie E. Penny (born September 14, 1880, in 
Gainesville, Greene County, Arkanas; daughter of Isaac B. Penny and Ada B. McMackin; 
died July 8, 1865, in Fort Worth, Texas; buried in Parkale Cemetery) in 1900, probably in 
Gainesville, Greene County, Arkansas, and had three children: William “Edgar” Johnston 
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Above: The family of Mary Cinderella Capps (3rd Great-Grandaunt; 1848-
1888) and her husband, Charles Gregory Johnston (1849-1933). Left to right:  
Martha Florence Johnston (1877-1909), Lucy Etta Johnston (1879-1972), 
Charles Gregory Johnston (1849-1933), holding Lewis Fred Johnston (1881-
1942), Mary Cinderella Capps Johnston (1848-1888), holding Carlos Clayton 
Johnston (1883-1934), and Flora Belle Johnston (1875-1948). Standing in 
back: Cynthia Johnston (1871-1914) and Gregory Capps Johnston (1869-
1955); picture taken before 1885 in Middlebrook, Randolph County, Ar-
kansas. Top left: Charles Gregory Johnston (1849-1935) and his parents (left): 
Lewis Burton Johnston (1829-1895) and Louisiana Tennessee Spencer Johns-
ton (1831-1909). Lower left: Charles Gregory Johnston with his second wife, 
Martha Elvisa “Mattie” Redwine (1857-1947). Charles had ten children 
with Mary Cinderella Capps and seven more with Mattie Redwine.     

(1903-1977; married Mabel Louise Fronaberger; born August 8, 1905, in Tarrant County, 
Texas; died November 23, 1941, in Fort Worth, Texas), Charles Gregory Johnston (born 

June 19, 1909 in Arkansas; died November 30, 1990; married 
Beulah Sanders, 1903-1988), and Thomas “Tommy” Woodrow 
Johnston (born July 25, 1921, in Fort Worth, Texas; died 
Novembr 24, 1990; married R. V. Graham [1922-1993] on July 
4, 1942, in Escambia County, Florida ). In 1910 the family 
lived in Jonesboro, Arkansas, and by 1930 they had moved to 
Arlington, Texas, where Gregory lived the rest of his life. (See 
photographs.) 
 
Cynthia Tennessee Johnston (1871-1914; daughter of Mary 
Cinderella Capps, 3rd Great-Grandaunt) was born August 27, 
1871, in Gatewood, Ripley County, Missouri, and died Feb-
ruary 20, 1914, in Deming, Luna County, New Mexico; buried 
in Lawrence Memorial Cemetery in Walnut Ridge, Arkansas. 

She married John William Luter (born March 9, 1864, in Marshall, Kentucky; died 
August 2, 1955, in Texarkana, Arkansas) and had 4 children: Herbert Luter (born 
October 18, 1889, in Maynard, Randolph County, Arkansas; died December 29, 1980, in 
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Above: Obituary of Charles Gregory Johnston; Governor 
Junius Marion Futrell (1870-1955; governor of Arkansas, 
1933-1937; photograph lower right) spoke at his funeral and 
many state leaders attended the services. Charles had been a 
member of the Arkansas legislature in 1887. Left: Two 
pictures of Cynthia Tennessee Johnston (1871-1914; daughter 
of Mary Cinderella Capps, 3rd Great-Grandaunt; 1848-
1888) and Charles Gregory Johnston (1849-1933; below).    

North Little Rock, Arkansas; married Montice Lela Ditty; born September 6, 1898, in 
Missouri; died in January 1983, in North Little Rock, Arkansas; daughter of John B. 

Ditty, 1851-1919, and Henrietta Elizabeth Yonce, 
1853-1936; had two children: Carl Herbert Luter; 
born January 2, 1920, in Searcy County, Arkansas; 
died May 3, 1920, in Leslie, Searcy 
County, Arkansas; buried in Leslie 
Cemetery—and Edward Raymond 
Luter, born June 15, 1923, in Ark-
ansas; died December 11, 2007, in 
Dallas, Dallas County, Texas; mar-
ried Anita Glori a Smook; born 
April 7, 1928; died May 19, 2001, 

in Dallas, Texas; had son: Steven Anthony Luter; born June 3, 1952, in Arkansas; died 
June 1, 1996, in Callahan County, Texas), Raymond Luter (born February 5, 1892, in 
Middlebrook, Randolph, Arkansas; died August 2, 1965, in Marshall, Texas; married 
Mary Casey, 1896-1977; three children: William Luter; born 1920 in Arkansas; died 
before 2012; Robert Raymond Luter Sr.; born October 1, 1924, in Texarkana, Arkansas; 
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Above: Siblings at the funeral of their father, Charles Gregory Johnston, in 
Pocahontas, Arkansas, in 1933, left to right: Gregory Capps Johnston 
(1869-1955), Flora Johnston-Ledbetter (1875-1945), Lucy Johnston-Winn 
(1879-1972), Fred Johnston (1881-1942), Mamie Johnston-Baber (1884-
1965), Carlos Johnston (1883-1934), Grace Ella Johnston-Watson-Morey 
(1887-1977), all children by Mary Cinderella Capps (3rd Great-Grandaunt, 
1848-1888), Rector Johnston (1891-1967; son by second marriage), and 
Mabel Johnston-Abbott (1896-1987; daughter by second marriage). Right: 
Obituary of Charles Gregory Johnston in the Pocahontas Gazette, who is 
noted as being “an authority on the history of this section of the state.” 
He was highly respected and rightly so, for in my opinion, any man who 
has 17 children is exceptional.       

died January 11, 2012, in Pflugerville, Texas; maried Mary Grace Fauver; born May 29, 
1915, in Dublin, Texas; died November 17, 1994, in Austin, Texas; daughter of George 

F. Fauver, born 1890, and Myrtle Allen, born 1895; had 
daughter, Martha Lynn Luter; born August 7, 1958, in 
Nueces County, Texas; died June 8, 2002, in Jacksonville, 
Florida), Mary Essie Luter (born August 31, 1893, in Middle-
brook, Randolph County, Arkansas; died Janaury 21, 1977, 
in Dallas County, Texas; married Asbury Williams), and 
Zelma Florance Luter (born April 17, 1899; died August 5, 
1998, in Roswell, New Mexico; married Robert Emmett Boehms, 
1896-1962, and had three children: Ralph Waldo Boehms, 
1925-1991, Walter Hal Boehms, 1927-1991, and Patsy Dell 
Boehms, born 1930). (See photographs.)   
 
Thomas D. Johnston (1871-1880; son of Mary Cinderella 
Capps, 3rd Great-Grandaunt) was born January 20, 1872, in 
Gatewood, Ripley County, Missouri, and died April 22, 1880, 
in Middlebrook, Arkansas, aged “8 yrs, 3 mo., 24 days.” He 
was buried in Siloam Cemetery in Middlebrook, Ra ndolph County, Arkansas.  
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Top: Family of Charles Gregory Johnston . Bottom row, left to right: Marie Winn (1903-1995), Harvey Morey (1884-1948), Alice 
Johnston (1885-1921), Varian Letbetter, (1875-1945), Mary Frank “Frankye” Watson (1908-1989), Roberta Winn (1913-1998), 
Kathryn T. Morey (1913-1993), Lola Lorene Watson (1905-1972); middle row, left to right: Mary Evaleen “Mamie” Johnston (1884-
1965), Mattie E. Redwine (2nd wife; 1857-1947), Charles Gregory Johnston (Father; 1849-1933), Mrs. Borah; top row, left to right: Hazel 
Johnston, Rector Johnston (1891-1967), Mabel Johnston (1896-1997), Carlos Johnston (1883-1934), Grace Ella Johnston (1897-1977), 
Lucy Etta Johnston (1879-1972), Flora Johnston (1915-1996), Lewis Fred Johnston (1881-1942), and Varian “Vay” Chapman 
Johnston (1915-1996). Above: Flora Belle “Varian” Johnston (1875-1945; daughter of Mary Cinderella Capps); on her 
wedding day with her husband, Charles Letbetter (1872-1955), and wedding announcement; they were married in Gainesville, 
Arkansas, on October 1, 1898.  Children of Mary Cinderella Capps (3rdGreat-Grandaunt; 1848-1888) were born before 1888. 

Flora Belle Johnston (1875-1948; daughter of Mary Cinderella Capps, 3rd Great-
Grandaunt) was born April 3, 1875, in Gatewood, Ripley County, Missouri, and died 

February 5, 1948, in Anaheim, Orange County, California. She married Charles Walter 
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Left and above: Obituary of Flora Belle Johnston Letbetter (1875-1945; 
daughter of Mary Cinderella Capps (3rd Great-Grandaunt; 1848-1888) and her 
husband, Charles Letbetter (sometimes misspelled as Ledbetter; 1872-1955). 
Below, left to right, as labeled on the photograph: “Cousin Elta Hotley, Aunt 
Florence (i. e. Martha Florence Johnston Miller, 1877-1909; daughter of Mary 
Cinderella Capps, 3rd Great-Grandaunt), Cousin Willie, and Cousin Clara.”  

Letbetter (1872-1955; see photograph) on October 1, 1898, in Arkansas, and had six 
children: “Mildred”  Thalia Letbetter (born September 2, 1899, in Missouri; died May 14, 

1997, in Orange County, California), Helen 
Corrine Letbetter (born 1901 in Arkansas) Clif-
ford J. Letbetter (born 1905 in Arkansas), Don 
Carlos Letbetter (born January 28, 1907, in 
Arkansas; died April 18, 1959, in Galveston, 
Texas), Charles W. “Chuck” Letbetter Jr. (born 
May 22, 1912, in Arkansas; died April 7, 1951, 
in Yorba Linda, California), and Flora “Varian” 
Letbetter (born May 31, 1915, in Little Rock, 
Arkansas; died December 12, 1996, in Friday 
Harbor, Island County, Washington). (See photo-
graphs.)  

 
Martha Florence Johnston (1877-1909; daughter of Mary Cinderella Capps, 3rd Great- 

Grandaunt) was born March 16, 1877, in Gatewood, Ripley County, Missouri, and died 
January 1, 1909, in Walnut Ridge, Lawrence County, Arkansas. She married J. Claude 
Miller (born 1875; see his photograph) in March 1905 and had two children: Griffith 
Miller and Clarence Miller (born A pril 9, 1907, in Arkansas; died January 29, 1913, in 
Arkansas). (See photograph of Martha Johnston.)  
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Top right: Martha Florence Johnston Miller (1877-1909; daughter of 
Mary Cinderella Capps, 3rd Great-Grandaunt) and her husband, J. 
Claude Miller (born 1875). Above: Gregory Capps Johnston (1869-
1955; son of Mary Cinderella Capps, 3rd Great-Grandaunt), his wife, 
Minnie E. Penney (1881-1965), and their son, William “Edgar” Johnston 
(1903-1977). Right: Gregory Johnston’s obituary in Arlington, Texas.    

Lucy Etta Johnston (1879-1972; daughter of Mary Cinderella Capps, 3rd Great- 
Grandaunt) was bornSeptember 20, 1879, in Middlebrook, Randolph County, Arkansas, 
and died June 13, 1972, in Little Rock, 
Arkansas. She married Robert Larkin 
Winn (born October 17, 1876, in Ark-
ansas; died November 11, 1969, in Little 
Rock, Arkansas) on August 17, 1901, in 
St. Louis, Missouri, and had two child-
ren: Marie Flora Winn (born 1903/1904 
in Ar kansas; died 1995) and A. Roberta 
Winn (1913-1995). In 1910 they resided 
in St. Louis, Missouri, but moved to Little 

Rock, Arkansas, by 1920, where they lived the rest of 
their lives. Lucy is buried in Roselawn Cemetery in Little Rock. (See photographs.) 
 
Lewis Fred Johnston (1881-1942; son of Mary Cinderella Capps, 3rd Great-Grandaunt) 
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Above: Gregory Capps Johnston (1869-1955; son of Mary 
Cinderella Capps, 3rd Great-Grandaunt), his wife, Minnie E. 
Penney (1881-1965), and their three sons (left to right) William 
“Edgar” Johnston (1903-1977), Charles G. Johnston (1909-
1990), and Thomas “Tommy” W. Johnston (1921-1990) in 1944. 
Below: Lucy Etta Johnston (1879-1972; daughter of Mary Cin-
derella Capps, 3rd Great-Grandaunt), and her husband, Robert 
Larkin Winn (1876-1969).      

was born July 27, 1881, in Middlebrook, Randolph, Arkansas, and died January 24, 
1942, in Poplar Bluff, Butler County, Missouri, where he is buried in Poplar Bluff City 

Cemetery. Fred was a rail-
road conductor for the Mis-
souri Pacific Railroad and 
died by “an accidental 
death due to working on 
the railroad.” He married 
Loula Mae Hooker (born 
June 14, 1884, in Indiana; 
died May 26, 1964, in 
Paragould, Greene County, 
Arkansas; daughter of Old-
ridge Hooker, 1862-1940, 
and Alma C. Hooker, 1863-
1944) on January 22, 1902, 
in Arkansas, and had one 
child: Nellie J. Johnston 
(born 1903 in Arkansas; 
died in Memphis, Tennes-
see; married Paul Emmett 
Willey, 1892-1968). Lewis 
married second, Varian 
“Vay” Chapman (born 
March 17, 1886, in Arkan-
sas or Missouri; died Sep-
tember 11, 1926, in Arkan-

sas or Missouri; buried in Poplar Bluff City Cemetery in Poplar Bluff, Missouri); on June 
30, 1909, in Poplar  Bluff, Mis-
souri. He married third, Mary 
Una Wilson (born August 6, 
1893, in Gurdon, Clark, Arkan-
sas; died April 15, 1980/1982; 
daughter of George Conine 
Wilson, 1862-1934, and Mary 
Elizabeth Osborne, 1870-1900) 
on July 17, 1929, in Clark, 
Arkansas.    
 
Carlos Clayton Johnston (1883-
1934; son of Mary Cinderella 
Capps, 3rd Great-Grandaunt) 
was born on February 23, 1883, 
in Middlebrook, Randolph 
County, Arkansas, and died on 
his birthday, February 23, 1934, in El Paso, Texas. He married Alice MayWallis (born 
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Top left: Charles Gregory Johnston (1909-1990; son of 
Gregory Capps Johnston, 1869-1955 [his monument, 
middle left, is in Parkdale Cemetery in Arlington, Texas], 
son of Mary Cinderella Capps, 3rd Great-Grandaunt) 
and his wife, Beulah Sanders (1903-1988). Above: Lewis 
Fred Johnston (1881-1942; son of Mary Cinderella 
Capps, 3rd Great-Grandaunt) and his wife, Varian 
“Vay” Chapman (died in 1926), about the time of their 
marriage in 1909. Fred was a railroad conductor for the 
Missouri Pacific Railroad; his monument (left) is in 
Poplar Bluff City Cemetery in Poplar Bluff, Missouri, 
where he is buried next to Vay.    

June 1, 1885, in Arkansas; died January 15, 1921, in Memphis, Tennessee; daughter of 
G. W. Wallace, born 1843, and Mary Belle Stark, born 1851) on June 1, 1910, in Heber 

Springs, Arkan-
sas, and after Alice 
died, he married 
Evelyn Virginia 
Lee (born 1900) 
on November 13, 
1921. Carlos and 

Alice are buried in Lawrence Memorial 
Park in Walnut Ridge, Arkansas.      
 
Mary Evelyn or Evaleen “Mamie” 
Johnston (1885-1965; daughter of Mary 
Cinderella Capps, 3rd Great-Grandaunt) 
was born August 4, 1884, in Middle-
brook, Randolph County, Arkansas, and 
died February 18, 1965, in El Dorado, Union County, Arkansas. She married Thomas 
Anderson Baber (1884-1949) on December 25, 1907, in Walnut Ridge, Lawrence 
County, Arkansas. (See photograph of Mamie Johnston.)   
 
Grace Ella Johnston (1887-1977; daughter of Mary Cinderella Capps, 3rd Great-Grand- 
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Above: Herbert Luter (1889-1980; son of Cyn-
thia Tennessee Johnston Luter, daughter of Mary 
Cinderella Capps, 3rd Great-Grandaunt) and his 
wife, Montice Leia Ditty (1898-1983). Top right: 
Edward Raymond Luter (1923-2007), son of 
Herbert and Montice Luter, his wife, Anita Gloria 
Smook Luter (1928-2001), and their son, Steven 
Anthony Luter (1952-1996), middle right. Right: 
Monument of Carl Hubert Luter (1920-1920) in 
Leslie Cemetery in Leslie, Searcy County, Ar-
kansas. Lower right: Carlos Clayton Johnston 
(1883-1934; son of Mary Cinderella Capps, 3rd 
Great-Grandaunt), and his wife, Alice May 
Wallace (1885-1921).        

aunt) was born March 3, 1887, in Randolph County, Arkansas, and died July 3, 1977, in 
El Dorado, Union County, Arkansas; buried in Arlington Memorial Park in El Dorado, 

Union County, Arkansas. She married 
Frank Marvin Watson (1885-1908) on in 
1904 in Greene County, Arkansas, and 
had two children: Lola Lorene Watson 
(born 1905/1906 in Arkansas; died 1972; 
photograph) and Mary Frank “Frankye” 
Watson (born 1908/1909 in Arkansas died 
1989; photograph). Frank died in 1908 
and Grace married second, Harvey Morey 
(born 1884 in Ohio; died 1949; photo-
graph), on March 29, 1912, in Poplar 
Bluff, Butler County, Missouri, and they 
had one child: Kathryn Theora Morey 
(born August 14, 1913; died October 21, 
1993; buried in Woodlawn Cemetery in El 
Dorado, Union County, Arkansas; good 
photograph; married Robert Franklin 
Yarbrough; born November 6, 1909, in El 
Dorado, Arkansas; died May 14, 1990, in 
El Dorado, Arkansas; and had daughter, 
Bobbye Joan Yarbrough Hollyfield, 1930-2013; photograph). Grace lived for many years 
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Top right: Carlos Clayton Johnston (1883-1934; son of Mary Cinderella Capps, 3rd Great-
Grandaunt) holding a fish; his obituary (above right). Top left: Carlos’ signature on his World 
War I registration card dated September 12, 1918, in Hoxie, Arkansas. Above left: Mary Evaleen 
“Mamie” Johnston (1884-1965; daughter of Mary Cinderella Capps, 3rd Great-Grandaunt).    

in Boas, Lawrence County, Arkansas (1920-1927), El Dorado, Arkansas (1928-1934), 
Longview, Texas (1935-1939), and Shreveport, Louisiana (1943), before returning to El 
Dorado, Arkansas, where she died. (See photographs of Grace Johnston.)          

As noted earlier, Cynthia C. Capps (3rd Great-Grandaunt; 1850-1850) was born on 
January 28, 1850, but lived for only five days.  
 
Thalia Childers Capps (3rd Great-Grandaunt; 1853-1937) was born September 3, 1853, 
in Lawrence, Lawrence County, Arkansas. She married Rev. Don Moore Robinson (born 
in November 1854; died May 11, 1915, in Hoxie, Arkansas; buried in Doniphan, Mis-
souri; two photographs; son of Rev. Jesse Robinson, 1825-1899, and Arena B. Johnston,  
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Top left: Mary Evaleen “Mamie” 
Johnston (1884-1965; daughter 
of Mary Cinderella Capps, 3rd 
Great-Grandaunt), with her nep-
hew, Thomas “Tommy” W. Johns-
ton (1921-1990; son of Gregory 
Charles Johnston). Above: Mamie’s 
obituary. Left: Grace Ella John-
ston (1887-1997; daughter of 
Mary Cinderella Capps, 3rd 
Great-Grandaunt).             

1827-1889) on June 13, 1880, in Randolph County, Arkansas, and they had three 
children: Clara  Bass “Doddin” Robinson (born in November 1882 in Arkansas; died 

1967; married Thomas J. Wright 
on November 27, 1902, in Wash-
ington, Missouri, and had five 
children), Marvin Caleb Robin-
son (1885-1942), and Roy Garland 

Robinson (1893-1960). They lived in Warm Springs, Randolph County, Arkansas, in 
1880, and resided in Maynard, Randolph County, Arkansas, in 1900. By 1910 they 
resided in Doniphan, Ripley County, Missouri (Ripley County borders Randolph 
County), and Thalia continued to live there after the death of her husband in 1916. She 
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Above: Grace Ella Johnston (1887-1997; 
daughter of Mary Cinderella Capps, 3rd Great-
Grandaunt). Top left: Grace and her husband, 
Harvey Morey (1884-1949), on their wedding 
day, March 29, 1912, and at home in Minden, 
Louisiana, in 1947 (left). Grace was first mar-
ried to Frank Marvin Watson (born 1885; no 
photograph), but he died in 1908.                

lived in Tuscon, Arizona, in 1930, but died in Doniphan, Missouri, on May 10, 1937. 
(See photograph of Thalia Capps.)  

Marvin Caleb Robinson (son of Thalia Capps, 
3rd Great-Grandaunt) was born October 23, 1885, 
in Middlebrook, Randolph County, Arkansas. 
He married Elura “Mur” Jane Egbert (born 
September 18, 1889, in Lincoln, Nebraska; died 
May 18, 1972, in Joplin, Missouri; daughter of 
Walter “Pa” Olander Egbert, 1866-1927, and 
Nettie “Ma” Lenora Turner, 1870-1944; after 
Marvin died Mur continued to live in Joplin, 
Missouri, for the rest of her life) in 1907 and 
they had two children: Walter “Mike” Don 

Robinson (1908-2001; see photograph; married Carol Gertrude McIntyre, 1916-1975, 
on June 14, 1936, in Joplin, Missouri; see photograph), and Leonard “Pat” Rivers 
Robinson (1913-1994). The family resided in Joplin, Missouri, in 1920 and 1930. Marvin 
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Top right: Obituary of Grace Ella Johnston Morey (1887-
1997; daughter of Mary Cinderella Capps, 3rd Great-Grand-
aunt) in El Dorado News Times, Tuesday July 5, 1977. Top 
left: Gravestone of Carlos C. Johnston (1883-1934; brother 
of Grace Johnston) and his wife, Alice May Johnston (1885-
1921), in Lawrence Memorial Park in Walnut Ridge, Ar-
kansas. Middle: Gravestone of Grace Johnston Morey (1887-
1997) and Harvey Morey (1884-1949) in Arlington Memorial 
Park, in El Dorado, Arkansas. Above: Harvey Morey (front 
seat) with friends, Florence (front seat), Ethel, and Charley 
(back seat) in 1911. Right: Harvey Morey.     

resided in Shoal Creek, Newton County, Missouri, from 1935 to 1940, but moved back to 
Joplin, Missouri, in 1941. He died on August 21, 1942, in a Kansas City hospital and was 

buried in Joplin. (See photograph of Marvin Robin-
son.)  
 
Roy Garland Robinson (son of Thalia Capps, 
3rd Great-Grandaunt) was born November 6, 1893, in Maynard, Randolph County, 
Ark-ansas, and died April 2, 1960, in Jefferson County, Kentucky. Roy was a soldier in 
World War I; enlisted in the U. S. Army on March 23, 1918; discharged on December 
9, 1918. He married Amelia “Millie” Christina Smith (1896-1980) on December 23, 
1919, in Jasper, Missouri, and they had three children, one being Roy Garland Robinson 



The Capps Family 51 

Top row: Kathryn T. Morey (1913-1993; daughter of Grace 
Ella Johnston Morey, daughter of Mary Cinderella Capps, 3rd 
Great-Grandaunt), holding her daughter, Bobby J. Yarbrough 
(1930-2013), in April 1931 in El Dorado, Arkansas, and with 
her husband, Robert Franklin Yarbrough (1909-1990). Above: 
Robert Yarbrough and his daughter, Bobby Yarbrough. 
Right: Bobby with her husband, Charles Edward Hollyfield 
Sr. (1930-1991), in October 1949 in El Dorado, Arkansas.    

Jr. (born March 15, 1921, in Kansas; died August 17, 1993, in Lake Charles, Louisiana; 
buried in Magnolia Cemetery in Westlake, Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana; married Adrenne                    

“Addie” Managan, 1927-1995). Roy moved to 
Tuscon, Arizona, before 1930 and lived there 
for many years.       
 
Letter written by Roy Garland Robinson, 
son of Thalia Capps, Third Great-Grandaunt 
to the Pocahontas Star Herald in Randolph County, Arkansas, on March 22, 1951.  
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Top and right: Obituaries of Kathryn T. Morey Yarbrough (1913-1993; daughter of Grace 
Ella Johnston Morey, daughter of Mary Cinderella Capps, 3rd Great-Grandaunt), her 
husband, Robert Yarbrough, and Charles Edward Hollyfield Sr. (1930-1991), husband of 
Bobby J. Yarbrough  (1930-2013), daughter of Kathryn and Robert Yarbrough. Top left: 
Kathryn and Robert Yarbrough. Above left: Lola Lorene Watson (1905-1972; daughter of 
Grace Ella Johnston), with her husband, Henry Edward Crow (1903-1957). Above right, 
left to right: Lorene Watson (1905-1972), “Frankye” Watson (1908-1989), and 
seated, Kathryn Morey (1913-1993); sisters--daughters of Grace Johnston.  

LETTER FROM ONE INTERESTED IN OLD SILOAM CHURCH 

“Mrs. Birdie Caldwell of Maynard, who is receiving donations for the new building at 

old Siloam church, has 
received the following 
interesting letter from 

Roy Garland Robinson, 1315 East 6th Street, Tucson Arizona.”  
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Top left: Mary Frank “Frankye” Watson (1908-1989; 
daughter of Grace Ella Johnston, daughter of Mary Cinder-
ella Capps, 3rd Great-Grandaunt) and her husband, Lee Car-
roll Hunt (1903-1970). Top right, left to right: Sisters--Lola 
Lorene Watson (1905-1972), Kathryn T. Morey (1913-1993), 
and Mary Frank “Frankye” Watson (1908-1989). Above 
right: Obituary of Lola Lorene Watson Crow (1905-1972; 
daughter of Grace Ella Johnston); Money in the obituary 
should be Morey. Left: Thalia Childers Capps (1853-1937; 
3rd Great-Grandaunt; daughter of Nimrod Capps, 4th 
Great-Grandfather). Above left: Rev. Don Moore Robinson 
(1854-1915), husband of Thalia Capps.      

“Dear Mrs., Caldwell: A clipping from the Pocahontas paper was sent to me telling of 
the rebuilding of old Siloam church. You may, or may not know, that my grandfather 

Jesse Robinson, born 1825 in McNairy 
County Tennessee, was one of the found-
ers of this old church over a hundred 

years ago, and that my father was one of 
the builders of a more recent building 
erected there. In fact, I believe you will 
find that my father, Don M. Robinson, 
born November 1854, near Siloam 
Springs (Middlebrook) in Randolph County, was one of the 5 men to whom the 4 
acres of ground on which the church stands, was deeded. They were both Methodist 
ministers.” 
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Top left: Thalia Childers Capps (1853-1937; 3rd Great-Grandaunt; daughter of Nimrod Capps, 4th Great-
Grandfather). Top right: Marvin Caleb Robinson (1885-1942), son of Thalia Capps, and his wife, Elura 
“Mur” Jane Egbert (1889-1972; above left). Above right: Walter “Mike” Don Robinson (1908-2001) and 
his wife, Carol Gertrude McIntyre (1916-1975). 

“My grandfather was Jesse Robinson, so consequently I have a deep sentimental 
interest in this old church. I would like to help in some way in its rebuilding and I had 

in mind probably a stained glass window, a plaque or some other memorial to my 
grandfather and father. If this is not in the plans of course I will be glad to contribute 
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Top right: Arthur “Daddy Mac” John McIntyre (1879-1943; father of Carol 
Gertrude McIntyre, 1916-1975, wife of Walter “Mike” Don Robinson, 1908-
2001) was a private in Troop C of the 1st Calvary during the Spanish 
American War; picture taken in 1898 or 1899. Above: Tribute to Walter 
“Mike” Don Robinson, 1908-2001). Right: Monument of Roy Garland 
Robinson Jr. (1921-1993; his father, Roy Garland Robinson Sr., 1893-1960, 
was the son of Thalia Capps, 3rd Great-Grandaunt, and Rev. Don Robinson) 
in Magnolia Cemetery in Westlake, Louisiana.     

something for whatever purpose you may see fit to use it. I will appreciate an early 
answer.”  

“By way of history, you 
may have heard of my 
family; I was born in 
Maynard; my grand-
father, Jesse Robinson, 

came to Randolph County in 1849, 5 years after he married Arrena Johnston, an aunt of 
“Uncle” Larkin Johnston and Charles G. Johnston. Grandfather and Grandmother 
Robinson are buried in Siloam Cemetery, and I believe my grandfather and grandmother 
Nimrod Capps. I tell you this in the hope that you or someone may have a plot of the 
cemetery there and may be able to locate their graves for me. I have made several trips to 
Siloam in the past few years but never have I been able to locate any of their graves.” 
 
“In a way I hate to see the old church go but of course I realize that it is for the best to get 
something of a more substantial nature. But I would like to have some sort of a memorial 
in the new church to those two pioneer preaches, Jesse and Don, who did so much to 
bring the Gospel to a new land and I believe it is just and fitting.” 
 
“Mrs. T. L. Wright, in Doniphan, is my sister and if you had rather consult with her than 
to conduct this long distance correspondence, I would myself consult her on whatever 
plans we might make.” 
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Top left: Thalia Childers Capps (1853-1937; 3rd Great-Grandaunt; daughter of Nimrod Capps, 4th Great-
Grandfather), about 1895, with her husband, Rev. Don Moore Robinson (1854-1915), and their three children, 
standing left to right: Clara Bass “Doddin” Robinson (1882-1967), Roy Garland Robinson (1893-1960), and 
Marvin Caleb Robinson (1885-1942). Top right: Home of Lucy Capps (4th Great-Grandaunt; 1815-1891) and 
her husband, Wiley Crowley (1803-1850); see other photographs at the beginning of this history. Above, left to 
right: William Thomas Crowley (1868-1939; son of Lucy Capps, 4th Great-Grandaunt) and his children: 
Richard Thaddeus “Thad” Crowley (1908-1983), and James Wiley Crowley (1912-1945) on the family farm in 
1918. (This is how the picture is labeled, but the person on the tractor appears to be older.)              

“Sincerely, Roy Garland Robinson” (Roy Robinson: born November 5, 1893, in 
Randolph County, Arkansas; died April 2, 1960; buried in South Lawn Memorial 

Park in Tucson, Arizona; son of Thalia C. Capps, 3rd Great-Grandaunt, and Rev. Don M. 
Robinson; Roy was a private in the U. S. Army during World War I.) 
 
Family of John Capps, Fifth Great-Grandfather 
   
John Capps (5th Great-Grandfather; 1 780-1843) was born in 1780 in North Carolina, 
and died in 1843 in Ripley County, Missouri. He married Sarah Williams (5th Great-
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Top: Benjamin Harrison Crowley IV (1836-
1913), husband of Elizabeth Jane Crowley 
(1836-1880; daughter of Lucy Capps, 4th 
Great-Grandaunt) in 1911 in Greene 
County, Arkansas; his gravestone in Lin-
wood Cemetery in Paragould, Arkansas. 
Above: Signature of Elizabeth Jane Crow-
ley in 1876, and her monument in Crowley 
Family Cemetery in Greene County, Arkan-
sas (immediately right). Right: Gravestones 
of William H. Crowley (1858-1860) and 
Lucy J. Crowley (1860-1873), children of 
Ben and Elizabeth Jane Crowley, in Crow-
ley Family Cemetery.     

Grandmother; born 1785; died 1845 in Grainger County, Tennessee) in 1803 in Warren 
County, Tennessee, and had three children: Nimrod Capps (4th Great-Grandfather; 
1806-1876), Martha “Patsy” Capps (1809-1875), and Lucy Capps (1814-1891).  

 
Martha “Patsy” Capps (4th Great-Grandaunt; 1809-1875; daughter of John and Sarah 
Williams Capps) was born February 5, 1809, in Tennessee, and died October 7, 1875.  
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Top left: Benjamin H. Crowley V (1880-1946; son of Elizabeth Jane 
Crowley, 1836-1880, daughter of Lucy Capps, 4th Great-Grand-
aunt). Top right: Monuments of John F. Crowley (1868-1875), and 
Benjamin S. Crowley (1872-1873) in Crowley Family Cemetery in 
Greene County, Arkansas. Above: Gravestone of Cynthia Crowley 
Zook (1869-1908) and her husband, Levi W. Zook (1855-1913), in 
Warrens Chapel Cemetery in Greene County, Arkansas. John, 
Ben, and Cynthia were children of Elizabeth Jane Crowley. Left: 
Agnes Belle Zook Hunter (1897-1951; daughter of Cynthia Zook, 
daughter of Elizabeth Jane Crowley), with her baby daughter, Susan 
Hunter “Tootsie” Corcoran (born 1917/1918), in 1918. Below: Agnes 
Zook Hunter’s home at 812 Warner Ave., Craighead, Arkansas; 
her gravestone in Linwood Cemetery in Paragould, Arkansas.     

Lucy Capps (4th Great-Grandaunt; 1815-1891; daughter of John and Sarah Williams 
Capps) was born May 13, 1815, in Warren County, Tennessee, and died in August 1891 

in Greene County, 
Arkansas; buried 
in Warren Chapel 
Methodist Church 
Cemetery in Wol-
cott, Greene County, 
Arkansas. She mar-

ried Wiley Crowley (born March 27, 1803, in Kentucky; died between December 1845 
and July 1850 in Greene County, Arkansas) on June 25, 1835, in Lawrence or Greene 
County, Arkansas, and they had five children: John Thomas Crowley (born 1835 in 
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Top right: Obituary of Agnes Belle Zook Hunter (1897-1951; daughter of 
Cynthia Zook, daughter of Elizabeth Jane Crowley). Above: “The Walcott 
[Arkansas] post office about 1910, left to right: Postmaster William T. 
Crowley (1868-1939; son of Lucy Capps, 4th Great-Grandmother) and his 
mail carriers, W. A. Dennis, Will Bryant, and C. E. Barrow. The umbrella 
in the background was used to shade the rural carrier when he delivered 
mail from the horse-drawn buggy. The post office at Walcott was 
a successor to Crowley, the county’s first post office, which was established 
in 1832 on the family’s farm near what became Walcott.” (Photo courtesy 
of Ruba Crowley.) Right: William T. Crowley (1868-1939).  

Greene County, Arkansas; died about 1864 in Rock Island, Tennessee), Elizabeth Jane 
Crowley (1836-1880), William Crowley (born July 5, 1836; died 1859 in Greene County, 

Arkansas), Cynthia Crowley (born 1842 in Greene County, 
Arkansas; died before 1860 in Greene County, Arkansas), and Samuel Jefferson Crowley 
(1846-1882; buried in Warren Chapel Methodist Cemetery). After the death of Wiley 
Crowley in 1850, Lucy married Thomas J. Mellon (born 1822 in Loudoun County, 
Virginia; died after January 18, 1862, at the house of John S. Anderson near Herndon, 
Craighead County, Arkansas; buried in the Crowley Family Cemetery in Wolcott, 
Greene, Arkansas; he was listed as living with Wiley Pevehouse, nephew of his wife, 
Lucy Capps, in 1860) on July 25, 1850, in Greene County, Arkansas; they later divorced. 
Lucy filed a widow’s pension for Thomas Mellon’s Mexican War service on March 23, 
1887, and was living at that time in Wolcott, Greene County, Arkansas. Her home is 
featured on the first page of this history.   
 
Elizabeth Jane Crowley (1836-1880; daughter of Lucy Capps, 4th Great-Grandaunt) 
was born July 5, 1836, in Greene County, Arkansas, and died March 19, 1880, in Cache 
Township in Greene County, Arkansas; buried in Crowley Family Cemetery in Greene 
County, Arkansas. She married Benjamin Harrison Crowley IV (born October 28, 1836, 
in Greene County, Arkansas; died March 25, 1913, in Greene County, Arkansas; buried 
in Linwood Cemetery in Paragould, Arkansas; see excellent photograph in Civil War 
uniform taken in 1911) and had ten children: William H. Crowley (born May 10, 1858, in 
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This page: Tin types of Samuel Jefferson Crowley (1846-1882; son 
of Lucy Capps, 4th Great-Grandaunt) his sons, Wiley Jasper 
Crowley (1870-1897; age 8), and William Thomas “Bill” Crowley 
(1868-1939; age 10), and his wife, Nancy Jane Sutfin (1846-1889). 
“According to family tradition, these rare tin types were made in 
1878 by a traveling photographer at a country fair in Walcott, Ar-
kansas. These itinerant craftsmen provided the earliest photo images 
in the backwoods.” (Paragould Daily Press, April 29, 1983; tintypes 
courtesy of Ruba Crowley.) Below: Gravestone of Samuel Jefferson 
Crowley in Warrens Chapel Cemetery in Greene County, Arkansas. 

Greene County, Arkansas; died December 5, 1860, in Greene County, Arkansas; buried 
in Crowley Family Cemetery), Lucy J. Crowley (born June 23, 1860, in Greene County, 

Arkansas; died December 3, 1873, in 
Greene County, Arkansas; buried in 
Crowley Family Cemetery), Ann M. 
Crowley (born January 10, 1863, in 
Greene County, Arkansas; died Nov-
ember 20, 1875, in Greene County, 
Arkansas; buried in Crowley Family 
Cemetery), Victoria Crowley (1867-
1942), John F. Crowley (born January 
12, 1868, in Greene County, Arkansas; 
died December 19, 1875, in Greene 
County, Arkansas; buried in Crowley 
Family Cemetery), Cynthia Henrietta 
Crowley (born November 28, 1869, in 

Greene County, Arkansas; died May 7, 1908, in Greene County, Arkansas; buried in 
Warrens Chapel Methodist Cemetery in Walcott, Arkansas; married Levi W. Zook), 
Nancy J. Crowley (1871-1938), Benjamin S. Crowley (born October 16, 1872, in Greene 
County, Arkansas; died May 9, 1873, in Greene County, Arkansas; buried in Crowley 
Family Cemetery), Lucian Gauze Crowley (1876-1958), and Benjamin H. Crowley 
(born January 19, 1880; died January 24, 1946, in Los Angeles, California). Elizabeth 
Jane Crowley lived all of her life in Greene County, Arkansas, and all of her children 
were born there.   
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This page: Family of Sarah Jane Crow-
ley Turpin (1882-1968; daughter of Sam-
uel Jefferson Crowley, son of Lucy Capps, 
4th Great-Grandaunt), and her husband, 
John Welch Wesley Turpin (1878-1956). 
Top: Sarah and John with their children:   
Thelma and Una. Middle: Sarah and 
John with Thelma Phillis Turpin (1904-
1975), Ruby (1912-1999), William Lucian 
Turpin (1909-1990), and Una Turpin 
(1901-1985).  Bottom, left to right: Ruby 
Turpin Hyde, William Lucian Turpin,  
Thelma Turpin Thompson, Una Turpin 
Howard, and their parents, Sarah Jane 
Crowley Turpin, and John Welch Tur-
pin, in Greene County, Arkansas, in 1940s.   

Cynthia Henrietta Crowley (daughter of Elizabeth Jane Crowley, daughter of Lucy 
Capps, 4th Great-Grandaunt) was 
born November 28, 1869, in 
Greene County, Arkansas, and 
died May 7, 1908, in Greene 
County, Arkansas; buried in War-
rens Chapel Methodist Ceme-
tery in Walcott, Greene County, 
Arkansas. She married Levi W. 
Zook (1855-1913) and they had 
four children: Gracie L. Zook 
(1892-1915), Agnes Belle Zook 
(1897-1951; see photograph; 
married Charles Hunter, born 
1887), Benjamin “Ben” Harrison 
Zook (1903-1919), and Ralph 
Waldo Zook (1907-1961). All 
of their children were probably 
born in Greene County, Arkansas.   
 
Samuel Jefferson Crowley (1846-
1882; son of Lucy Capps, 4th 
Great-Grandaunt) was born Sep-
tember 26, 1846, in Greene County, 
Arkansas, and died September 

20, 1882, in Crowley, Greene 
County, Arkansas; buried in War-
rens Chapel Methodist Ceme-
tery in Walcott, Greene County, 
Arkansas. He married Nancy  
Jane Sutfin (born July 4, 1846, in Greene County, Arkansas; died in September 1889 in 
Greene County, Arkansas; daughter of Jake Sutfin and Sarah Pevehouse) about 1865 in 
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Top left: Sarah Jane Crowley Turpin (1882-1968; daughter of 
Samuel Jefferson Crowley, son of Lucy Capps, 4th Great-
Grandaunt), at the grave of her husband, John Welch Wesley 
Turpin (1878-1956), in Warrens Chapel Cemetery in Greene 
County, Arkansas. Top right: Ruby Turpin Hyde (1912-1999), 
daughter of Sarah Jane Crowley Turpin., and her gravestone 
in Liberty Cemetery in Greene County, Arkansas (middle). 
Left: Monument of Una Turpin Howard (1902-1985), daugh-
ter of Sarah Jane Crowley Turpin, and her husband, Thomas 
Walter Howard (1891-1966), in Warrens Chapel Cemetery.  
Above: Ruby Turpin Hyde (1912-1999) with her husband 
(also right) Claude Alfred Hyde (1910-1987).   

Greene County, Arkansas, and had seven children: Benjamin Crowley (born 1867 in 
Greene County, Arkansas; died in Greene County, Arkansas), William Thomas Crowley 

(1868-1939), Wiley Jasper Crowley (born 
October 30, 1870, in Greene County, 
Arkansas; died in 1888 or 1897), John 
Louis Crowley (born January 5, 1874, in 
Crowley’s Ridge, Greene County, Arkansas; 
died July 20, 1943, in Paragould, Greene County, Arkansas), James Benjamin Crowley 
(born in 1875 in Walcott, Greene County, Arkansas; died in 1903 in Walcott, Greene 
County, Arkansas), Lucy Virginia Crowley (born September 16, 1879, in Walcott, 
Greene County, Arkansas; died March 3, 1919, in Cache, Greene County, Arkansas), and 
Sarah Jane Crowley (1892-1968). Samuel Crowley lived all of his life in Greene County, 
Arkansas, and this is where all of his children were born. (See photograph of Samuel and 
Nancy Sutfin Crowley earlier in this history.)      
 
William Thomas Crowley (1868-1939; son of Samuel Jefferson Crowley, son of Lucy  
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Left: Ruby Claudette Hyde (1943-2011), holding her brother, Orville 
Gene Hyde (1946-1960), in a park in St. Louis, Missouri. Above middle: 
Orville Gene Hyde. Above right: Fondel Jane Hyde (1931-2014; right) 
with friend, Kay Frances Thomason (1932-2010). Lower left: Shirley 
Ruth Wynell Hyde (1937-2014) in 1950s in St. Louis, Missouri. Fondel, 
Shirley, Ruby, and Orville were children of Ruby Turpin Hyde (daugh-
ter of Sarah Jane Crowley Turpin, daughter of Samuel Jefferson 
Crowley, son of Lucy Capps, 4th Great-Grandaunt).  

Capps, 4th Great-Grandaunt) was born August 28, 1868, in Crowley’s Ridge, Greene 
County, Arkansas, and died March 23, 1939, in Warren’s Chapel, Greene County, 

Arkansas; buried in Warrens Chapel Methodist Cemetery 
in Walcott, Greene County, Arkansas. He married Cynthia 
Josephine Gramling (1871-1942) in 1890 and had five 
children: Nancy E. Crowley (born 1893), Ruth Crowley 
(born 1896), Thomas J. Crowley (born 1898), Bessie T. 
Crowley (1903-1988), and Eula M. Crowley (born 1905). 
All of their children were probably born in Greene County, 
Arkansas. (See photographs.)  

 
Sarah Jane Crowley (1892-1968; daughter of Samuel Jefferson Crowley, son of Lucy 
Capps, 4th Great-Grandaunt) was born March 8, 1882, in Greene County, Arkansas, and 
died December 31, 1968, in Paragould, Greene County, Arkansas; buried in Warrens 
Chapel Methodist Cemetery in Walcott, Greene County, Arkansas. She married John 
Welch Wesley Turpin (1878-1955) and had five children: Una B. Turpin (born Nov-
ember 6, 1901; died May 1985; buried in Warrens Chapel Methodist Cemetery; married 
Thomas Walter Howard, 1891-1966), Zelmer Turpin (born 1904), William L. Turpin 
(1910-1990), Thelma Phillis Turpin (1911-1995), and Ruby Turpin (born September 6, 
1912; died April 29, 1999; buried in Liberty Cemetery in Greene County, Arkansas; 
married Claud Alfred Hyde, 1910-1987, son of Jasper Emmette Hyde, 1877-1931, and 
Carrie Rebecca Wilson, 1884-1969; had seven children—four have died as of 2014: 
Fondel Jane Hyde, 1931-2014; Shirley Ruth Wynell Hyde, 1937-2014; Ruby Claudette 
Hyde, 1943-2011, and Orville Gene Hyde, 1946-1960). (See photographs.)   
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Above: Permelia Elizabeth “Amelia” Johnston (1857-1937; wife 
of William F. Capps (1846-1879; 3rd Great-Granduncle), 
daughter of Lewis Burton Johnston, 1829-1895, and Louisiana 
Tennessee Spencer, 1831-1909; see their portrait earlier in this 
history). After William F. Capps died at age 33, Amelia married 
second, Charles McNeely Moore (above right: born 1850 in 
Carroll, County, Tennessee; died 1914 in Doniphan, Ripley, 
Missouri) and had ten children.     

John Capps Sr., Possible Sixth Great-Grandfather 
 
John Capps Sr. (possible 6th Great-Grandfather; 1755-1804) was born in 1755 in Vir-
ginia or  Warren County, North Carolina, and died March 5, 1804, or May 1804 in War-
ren County, North Caolina. He married Amey Bennett (possible 6th Great-Grandmother; 

born 1755 in Granville, 
North Carolina; died in 
August 1828 in Guilford 
County, North Carolina) 
and had at least one known 
child: John Capps (1780-
1843). (Sources are not 
stated in Ancestry.com. 
Apparently, there is a pos-
siblity of another John Capps 
being the son of this John 
Capps Sr., who was born 
1766 in Virginia [?] and 
died in 1820 in Warren 
County, North Carolina ?)    
 

Additional 
Capps History 

II 
Most of this new infor-
mation comes from An-
cestry.com and Find a 
Grave on the Internet. Some 
history previously recorded 
is repeated here for ease 
of reference. 
 

William Franklin Capps 
(3rd Great-Granduncle; 

1846-1879) was born on February 11, 1846, in Arkansas, and died August 19, 1879, in 
Ripley County, Missouri. He married Parmelia Elizabeth “Amelia” Johnston (born 
October 29, 1957, in Pocahontas, Randolph County, Arkansas, or McNairy, Tennessee; 
died October 22, 1937, in Tulsa, Tulsa, Oklahoma; daughter of Lewis Burton Johnston 
[born April 2, 1829, in Humphries County, Tennessee; died October 25, 1895, in Mid-
dlebrook, Randolph, Arkansas], and Louisiana Tennessee Spencer [born May 31, 1831, 
or July 24, 1831, McNairy County, Tennessee; died December 3, 1909, in Middlebrook, 
Randolph County, Arkansas]) on November 2, 1876, in Ripley County, Missouri, and  
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Above: Martha Elvisa thalia“Mattie” 
Redwine (1857-1947; 2nd wife of Charles 
Gregory Johnston, who married first, 
Mary Cinderella Capps (1848-1888; 3rd 
Great-Grandaunt). She raised the 
younger children of Mary Capps. Left: 
Rector Ritter Johnston (1891-1967; son 
of Charles Johnston and Mattie Redwine).  

had one daughter, who was born after the deather of her father: Willie T. Capps (born 
December 15, 1879, in Ripley County, Missouri).  

 
Parmelia Elizabeth “Amelia” Johnston married 
second, Charles McNeely Moore (born Decem-
ber 17, 1850, in Carroll County, Tennessee; 
died of pneumonia on February 9, 1914, in Doniphan, Ripley, Missouri; no gravestone; 
Presbyterian; County Sherriff, 1903-1904, and in State Legislature in 1909; son of Hugh 
A. Moore, 1814-1876, and Jane Finley, 1818-1902) on April 2, 1882, in Ripley County, 
Missouri, and had ten children: Arthur Moore (born November 23, 1882 in Pittsmans 
Ferry, Arkansas; died December 26, 1882, in Pittman’s Ferry, Arkansas), Luther Moore 
(born 1882 in Pittsmans Ferry, Arkansas; died 1882; twin of his brother, Arthur Moore), 
Charles Burton Moore (born December 9, 1883, in Pittsmans Ferry, Arkansas; died 
1965), Hugh Anderson Moore (born March 13, 1886, in Doniphan, Ripley, Missouri; 
died 1890), Robert Rudolph Moore (born August 31, 1890, in Doniphan, Ripley, Mis-
souri; died 1890), Carlisle Moore (born June 1891 in Tulsa, Tulsa, Oklahoma; died 1952), 
Orland Cook Moore (born April 25, 1893, in Doniphan, Ripley, Missouri; died 1970), 
William Lyman Moore (born July 10, 1895, in Doniphan, Ripley, Missouri; died 1973), 
Limon Moore (born 1896 in Missouri; died young), Ruth Moore (born November 27, 
1899, in Doniphan, Ripley, Missouri; died February 6, 1900, in Doniphan, Ripley, Mis-
souri), Mary Opal Moore (born October 15, 1901, in Doniphan, Ripley, Missouri; died 1991),       
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Top left: David Warren Johnston (1894-1919; 
son of Charles Johnston and Mattie Redwine), 
who may have died of the Great Influenza 
Epidimic, which killed 650,000 Americans in 
ten months, mostly in 1918. Left: Mabel Johns-
ton (1896-1997; daughter of Charles Johnston 
and Mattie Redwine). She lived to be 100 years 
old.        

Mary Cinderella Capps (3rd Great-Grandaunt; 1848-1888) was born on February 13, 
1848, in Green County, Arkansas, and died 
on February 12, 1888, in Middlebrook, 
Randolph County, Arkansas. She married 
Charles Gregory Johnston (born May 27, 
1849, in Milledgeville, McNairy County, Ten-
nessee; died May 28, 1933, in Pocahontas, 
Randolph County, Arkansas; son of Lewis 
Burton Johnston, 1829-1895, and Tennes-
see Spencer, 1831-1909) on December 31, 
1868, in Ripley County, Missouri, and  had 
ten children (including two sets of twins; 
see earlier in this history for their sons and 
daughters). Mary died one day short of her 
44th birthday with her oldest child being 19 
years old and the youngest, one year old.  
 
Charles Gregory Johnson married second, 
Martha Elvisa thalia “Mattie” Redwine 
(born August 27, 1857, in Graves County, 
Kentucky; died February 5, 1947, in Poca-
hontas, Randolph, Arkansas; see photo-
graph; daughter of Jacob Redwine [1822-
1910] and Mary Thomasson [1826-1913]), 
on November 17, 1889, in Randolph County, 
Arkansas, and had seven children (com-
bined total of 17): Infant Johnston (born 
September 29, 1890, in Arkansas; died 

Ocotber 1, 1890, in Arkansas), Rector Rit-
ter Johnston (born November 2, 1891, in 
Walcott, Arkansas; died January 12, 1967, 
in Hollywood, Broward, Florida; see photo-
graph; married Hazel Hall [born April 11, 
1898, in Randolph County, Arkansas; died 
1987 in Pocahontas, Randolph County, Ar-
kansas]), Pearl Amanda Johnston (born 

February 3, 1893, in Brookland, Arkansas; died February 9, 1900), David Warren Johns-
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ton (born September 24, 1894, in Gainesville, Greene, Arkansas; died January 12, 1919, 
at Camp Raritan, New Jersey; soldier; see photograph), Mabel Johnston (born August 23, 
1896, in Gainesville, Arkansas; died March 18, 1997, in Randolph County, Arkansas; 
was 100 years old; see photograph; married Luter Eli Abbott [born December 14, 1894, 
in Arkansas; died August 21, 1931, in Memphis, Shelby, Tennessee; sergernt in Medical 
Department of U.S. Army during World War I; son of James W. Abbott, born 1854, and 
Francis Eva Odom, born 1872]), Clarence Johnston (born April 17, 1899, in Gainesville, 
Arkansas; died July 22, 1899), and Lawrence Johnston (born April 17, 1899, in Gaines-
ville, Arkansas; died May 1, 1899; twin of Clarence).    
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Capps Pedigree Chart and Family 
Group Sheets 

 



The Capps Family 70  

Nimrod Capps 
Fourth Great-Grandfather 
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John Capps 
Fifth Great-Grandfather 
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Capps Name Index 
The Pedigree Chart and Family Group Sheets are not included 
 
A 
 
Alexander, Hugh, 33 
Alexander, Wiley, 28 
Allen, Myrtle, 40 
Allen, Ruby, 31 
Anderson, Hugh, 65 
Anderson, Thomas, 45 
Anthony, Steven, 39, 46 
Autry, Margaret, 3 
 

B 
 
Baber, Mamie Johnston, 40 
Baker, Tom, 23 
Barrow, C. E., 59 
Bascombe, Arthur, 34-336 
Bass, Clara, 48, 56 
Bennett, Amey, 64 
Bennett, Cinderella, 3 
Blair, Byron, 23 
Blanchard, Gifford, 15, 21 
Blanchard, Leila Brayan, 23, 25 
Bond, John, 6, 26 
Brayan, Leila, 25 
Brown, Ben A., 29 
Brown, Jessie H. Lehman, 29 
Bryan, Elizabeth Capps, 23 
Bryan, John W., 19-12 
Bryan, Lelia Thalia Sarah Wallace, 19, 
25-26 
Bryan, Mary, 32 
Bryan, Wallace, 25 
Bryan, William Tipton, 19 
Bryant, Will, 59 
Burton, Charles, 65 
Burton, Lewis, 36, 38, 64, 66 
Bush, Isabella T., 12 
 

C 
 
Caldwell, Birdie, 52 
Campbell, Jim, 17 

Capps John, Sr., 64 
Capps, Charity, 32-33 
Capps, Cinderella, 37, 44-46, 66 
Capps, Clara, 1 
Capps, Crowley Mellon, 17 
Capps, Cynthia, 6, 10-11, 22-23, 47 
Capps, Elizabeth, 1, 6, 10, 20, 23, 32 
Capps, Franklin, 9, 36 
Capps, Gregory, 36, 40, 43-45 
Capps, James Mathew, 1, 23, 32 
Capps, Jane, 1, 10, 17, 19-20, 23 
Capps, Jennie, 12-13 
Capps, John, 1, 4, 23, 56, 64, 71 
Capps, John, Sr., 64 
Capps, John Bonds, 25-26 
Capps, Lucy Charity, 25, 34-35 
Capps, Lucy, 1-3, 17-18, 23, 33, 56-63 
Capps, Margaret Ann, 6, 8, 16,  
23, 25-28 
Capps, Martha, 57 
Capps, Mary, 9, 23, 37, 65 
Capps, Mary Cinderella, 6. 9, 11,  
22, 25, 36-53, 65-66 
Capps, Mary Jane, 25 
Capps, Matthew, 6, 10, 23, 25 
Capps, Miranda, 1, 11, 18 
Capps, Nimrod, 1, 3, 5-8, 10, 15-17, 
19, 21-27, 36-37, 53-57, 70 
Capps, Patsy, 4-5, 17, 23 
Capps, Sarah Miranda, 1, 6, 11,  
14, 25-26, 29 
Capps, Sarah, 1, 12-13, 15, 23 
Capps, Thalia Childers, 10, 47,  
53-54, 56 
Capps, Thalia, 10-11, 19, 23,  
25, 49-51, 53-55 
Capps, Valentine, 8 
Capps, Willa, 9 
Capps, William, 1, 9, 23 
Capps, William F., 64 
Capps, Willie, 24 
Capps, Young, 1 
Caps, John, 25 
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Casey, Mary, 39 
Catron, Charity Capps, 36 
Catron, Hugh Nimrod, 9, 33 
Catron, Phebe Jane, 33 
Catron, Phoebe, 9 
Catron, Richard, 9 
Catron, Robert Peter, 33 
Chapman, John, 13, 25, 29 
Chapman, Miriam, 14 
Chapman, Nellie, 15 
Childers, Thalia, 20, 47, 53-54, 56 
Clayton, Carlos, 10, 37-38, 44, 46-47 
Clayton, Ralph, 30-32 
Cochrain, Elizabeth, 3 
Conine, George, 44 
Cooper, Sarah Ann, 9, 27 
Crow, Henry Edward, 52 
Crow, Lola Lorene Watson, 53 
Crowley, Bell, 18 
Crowley, Benjamin, 1, 62 
Crowley, Benjamin H., V, 58 
Crowley, Benjamin Harrison, IV, 17, 57 
Crowley, Benjamin S., 58 
Crowley, Cynthia Henrietta, 58-59, 61 
Crowley, Elizabeth Jane, 3, 25, 57-59 
Crowley, James Wiley, 56 
Crowley, John F., 58 
Crowley, Louis, 62 
Crowley, Lucy Capps, 1-2, 17, 63 
Crowley, Nancy, 18 
Crowley, Polly, 26 
Crowley, Richard Thaddeus, 56 
Crowley, Ruba, 59-60 
Crowley, Ruth, 63 
Crowley, Samuel Jefferson, 18, 60-62 
Crowley, Sarah Jane, 63 
Crowley, Victoria, 60 
Crowley, Wiley, 1-4, 18, 56, 58-59 
Crowley, William Thomas, 56, 59-60 
 

D 
 
Dalton, John, 19 
Dell, Patsy, 40 
Denning, Birdie Catron, 34-36 
Denning, Charles, 34-35 
Denning, Farra Glenn, 34-35 

Denning, Lucy Mary, 34-35 
Denning, Phebe Virginia, 35 
Denning, Thalia Bell Catron, 34-35 
Dennis, W. A., 59 
Ditty, Montice Leia, 46 
Downey, Mack, 23 
 
E 
 
Egbert, Jane, 49, 54 
Egbert, Olander, 49 
Eno, Clara, 17 
Eudaley, John, 7 
Eudaly, Lurana Ponder, 8 
Ewing, Horace, 31 
 
F 
 
Finley, Jane, 65 
Frank, Mary, 41, 46, 53 
Franklin, Robert, 46, 51 
Franklin, William, 9, 64 
Futrell, Junius Marion, 39 
 
G 
 
Gardner, Herman, 31 
Garland, Roy, 48, 50-52, 55-56 
Gauze, Lucian, 60 
Glenn, Farra, 34-36 
Gordon, Leslie, 32 
Grant, James, 28 
 
H 
 
Hall, Hazel, 66 
Hampton, Zachariah, 2 
Harrell, John, 23 
Harris, Cynthia, 27 
Harris, Thomas, 12, 25 
Harrison, Benjamin, 57, 59 
Henrietta, Cynthia, 60-61 
Hines, David, 23 
Hollyfield, Charles Edward, Sr., 52 
Hotley, Elta, 42 
Howard, Una Turpin, 62 
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Howard, Walter, 62 
Hubert, Carl, 46 
Hunt, Lee Carroll, 53 
Hunter, Agnes Belle Zook, 58-59 
Hunter, Charles, 61 
Hunter, Susan, 58 
Hyde, Claude Alfred, 62 
Hyde, Fondel Jane, 63 
Hyde, Orville Gene, 63 
Hyde, Ruby Claudette, 63 
Hyde, Ruby Turpin, 41, 62 
Hyde, Wynell, 41, 63 
 
J 
 
Jasper, Wiley, 60, 62 
Jefferson, Samuel, 18, 59-63 
Johnson, Lewis, 10 
Johnston-Abbott, Mabel, 40 
Johnston-Ledbetter, Flora, 40 
Johnston-Winn, Lucy, 40 
Johnston, Alice May, 41, 50 
Johnston, Arrena, 55 
Johnston, Carlos Clayton, 40-41,  
44 46-47, 50 
Johnston, Charles Gregory, 9,  
37-41, 44-45, 65-66 
Johnston, Cinderella, 37 
Johnston, Clarence, 67 
Johnston, Cynthia Tennessee, 9, 37-39 
Johnston, David Warren, 66 
Johnston, Edgar, 44 
Johnston, Flora Belle, 38, 40-41 
Johnston, Fred, 40, 43, 45 
Johnston, Grace Ella, 41, 45, 47,  
49-50, 52-53 
Johnston, Gregg, 9 
Johnston, Gregory Capps, 25, 37-38, 
40, 43-45, 65 
Johnston, Hazel, 41 
Johnston, Larkin, 55 
Johnston, Lawrence, 67 
Johnston, Lewis Burton, 38, 64 
Johnston, Lewis Fred, 38, 41 
Johnston, Louisiana Tennessee Spencer, 
38 

Johnston, Lucy Etta, 38, 40-41, 43-44 
Johnston, Mabel, 40-41, 66-67 
Johnston, Mamie, 40, 45 
Johnston, Martha Florence, 38, 42 
Johnston, Mary Cinderella Capps, 38 
Johnston, Mary Evaleen, 41 
Johnston, Permelia Elizabeth, 9, 64 
Johnston, Rector, 40-41 
Johnston, Spencer, 38 
Johnston, Thomas D., 40 
Johnston, Thomas W., 44 
Johnston, Varian Chapman, 41 
Johnston, William, 43 
Johnston, Woodrow, 38 
 
K 
 
Kittrell, Lemuel, 7-8 
Kittrell, Sarah, 7 
 
L 
 
Larkin, Robert, 43 
Lawrence, David, 35-36 
Lee, Carlos, 32 
Legate, John, 31 
Lehman, Agnes, 31 
Lehman, Effie, 30-31 
Lehman, Harris, 29 
Lehman, Helen Katherine, 30 
Lehman, Henry Edgar, 30 
Lehman, John M. C., 29, 32 
Lehman, Katherine, 30 
Lehman, Leoline Marsh, 30 
Lehman, Mary Thomas Harris, 29 
Lehman, Nell, 31 
Lehman, Ralph Clayton, 30-32 
Letbetter, Charles, 41-42 
Letbetter, Flora Belle Johnston, 42 
Letbetter, Thalia, 42 
Letbetter, Varian, 41 
Lewis, Fred, 10 
Lincoln, Abraham, 27 
Logan, James, 15 
Lucian, Rebecca, 18 
Lucian, William, 61 
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Luter, Anthony, 46 
Luter, Carl Hubert, 46 
Luter, Cynthia Tennessee Johnston, 46 
Luter, Edward Raymond, 46 
Luter, Herbert, 38, 46 
Luter, Johnston, 46 
Luter, Montice, 46 
Luter, Raymond, 39 
Luter, Smook, 46 
Luter, William, 37, 39 
Luther, Alvin, 23 
Lyman, William, 65 
 
M 
 
Marvin, Frank, 46, 49 
Mathew, James, 32 
Mattix, Cynthia, 5, 19, 22-23, 25-26 
Mattix, Edward, 3 
Mattix, Mary, 13 
May, Alice, 46, 50 
McIntyre, Arthur John, 55 
McIntyre, Carol Gertrude, 54-55 
McKenzie, James G., 28 
McKenzie, John H., 28 
McKenzie, Margaret, 28 
McKenzie, Wiley E., 28 
Mellon, Lucy Capps Crowley, 2-3, 17 
Mellon, Thomas, 18, 59 
Melton, Lucy Capps Crowley, 3 
Miller, Clarence, 42 
Miller, Claude, 42-43 
Miller, Griffith, 42 
Miller, Johnston, 42-43 
Miller, Martha Florence Johnston, 42-43 
Montgomery, Jane, 33 
Moore, Arthur, 65 
Moore, Carlisle, 65 
Moore, Charles McNeely, 64 
Moore, Don, 47, 53, 56 
Moore, Limon, 65 
Moore, Luther, 65 
Moore, Patsy Capps, 4-5, 23 
Moore, Ransom, 4, 17 
Moore, Ruth, 65 
Morey, Ella Johnston, 51-52 

Morey, Grace Ella Johnston Watson, 
40, 49-50 
Morey, Harvey, 41, 46, 49-50 
Morey, Johnston, 50-52 
Morey, Kathryn T., 41, 51-53 
 
N 
 
Neal, George, 22 
Nisbett, William Washington, 13, 29 
Nisbett, Willie Stephens, 1 
 
O 
 
Odell, Jessie, 28 
Opal, Mary, 65 
 
P 
 
Pearce, Arthur Bascombe, 35-36 
Pearce, David Lawrence, 36 
Pearce, Farra Glenn Denning, 35 
Pearce, James, 36 
Penney, Minnie E., 43 
Penney, William, 44 
Pevehouse, Abraham, 26 
Pevehouse, Cynthia Ann, 8, 27-28 
Pevehouse, Sarah, 8, 61 
Pevehouse, Wiley, 8-9, 16, 26-27, 59 
Pleasonton, Alfred, 27 
Ponder, Abner, 16 
Ponder, Jerry, 8 
Ponder, Lurana, 7-8, 16, 26-27 
Ponder, Nancy, 7 
Pottenger, Cora Ann, 24 
 

R 
 

Raymond, Edward, 39, 46 
Redwine, Jacob, 66 
Redwine, Martha Elvisa, 38 
Redwine, Mattie, 38, 41, 65-66 
Renn, Lehman, 31 
Robertson, Louisa, 19 
Robinett, Cindy, 19 
Robinson, Clara Bass, 56 
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Robinson, Don Moore, 10, 56 
Robinson, Don, 19, 49, 54-55 
Robinson, Jesse, 47, 54-55 
Robinson, Marvin Caleb, 49-50, 54, 56 
Robinson, Roy Garland, 50, 55-56 
Robinson, Thalia Capps, 11, 21 
Robinson, Walter Don, 54-55 
Rogers, Fred, 23 
Ruff, Effie Lehman, 31 
Ruff, Horace, 30-31 
Ruff, John Legate, 31 
Ruff, Lehman, 30 
Ruff, Marilyn, 31 
Ruth, Shirley, 63 
 

S 
 

Sanders, Beulah, 38, 45 
Sharp, Carlos, 1, 32 
Sharp, James Simpson, 1, 32 
Sharp, Marion, 1, 14 
Sharp, Simpson, 15 
Sharp, Willie, 14 
Smith, Christina, 50 
Spell, Earl, 22 
Stephen, Minnie, 17 
Stephens, Walter, 14 
Stephens, Willie, 1, 13 
Stevenson, Willie, 26 
Sutfin, Jake, 61 
Sutfin, Nancy Jane, 18, 60, 62 
 

T 
 

Tennessee, Cynthia, 36, 38-39, 46 
Thaddeus, Richard, 56 
Thomas, James, 34 
Thomas, John, 58 
Thomas, Mary, 29 
Thomas, William, 56, 60, 62 
Thomason, Kay Frances, 63 
Thomasson, Mary, 66 
Thompson, Thelma Turpin, 61 
Tipton, William, 19 
Toney, Nancy, 19 
Tucker, Betty, 19 
Turner, Lenora, 49 

Turpin, John Welch Wesley, 61 
Turpin, Ruby, 61-63 
Turpin, Sarah Jane Crowley, 41, 61 
Turpin, Thelma Phillis, 61 
Turpin, Una, 61-62 
Turpin, Wesley, 61-63 
Turpin, William Lucian, 61 
Turpin, Zelmer, 63 
 

W 
 
Wallace, John, 10, 12, 20, 25, 32 
Wallace, Sarah, 19-20 
Walter, Ashley, 32 
Walter, Charles, 41 
Walter, Thomas, 62-63 
Warren, David, 66 
Washington, William, 13, 29 
Watson, Frank Marvin, 49 
Watson, Lola Lorene, 41, 52 
Watson, Lorene, 52-53 
Watson, Mary Frank, 41, 53 
Welch, John, 61-63 
Wesley, Charles, 35 
Wesley, John Welch, 62 
West, Agnes, 32 
William, Franklin Capps, 9, 36, 64 
William, John, 38 
William, Thomas Crowley, 62 
Williams, Sarah, 1, 4, 11, 25, 56-58 
Willie, James Stephens, 13 
Willie, James Stevenson, 29, 32 
Winn, Marie, 41 
Winn, Roberta, 41, 43 
Wood, Charles, 35-36 
Wright, William, 23 
 
Y 
 
Yarbrough, Bobby, 51 
Yarbrough, Kathryn T. Morey, 52 
Yarbrough, Morey, 52 
Yarbrough, Robert, 51-52 
 
Z 
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Zook, Cynthia, 58-59 
Zook, Harrison, 61 
Zook, Levi W., 58 
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