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Introduction 
 
 

his history spans five generations of the Rogers family. It begins with Charles 
Rogers, who lived in London, England, during the late 1600s. His daughter, Jane 
Rogers, became the grandmother of Thomas Jefferson. Her brother, Robert 

Rogers, immigrated to Virginia, and eventually settled in Goochland County, where he 
died in 1738. William Rogers, his son, attended the parish church of Rev. William 
Douglas in Goochland County. His son, Charles Rogers, who was born in 1763, also 
lived in Goochland County all of his life. His daughter, Anna Marie Rogers, married 
William Jackson Bowles and moved to Richmond, Virginia. They were there for only a 
few years before they moved to Reedville, Arkansas (located about four miles north of 
Dumas), in 1856. Anna Marie Rogers Bowles was buried in Tyro, Arkansas, in 1882, and 
William Jackson Bowles died in 1887. (Many allied families are also included in this 
history.)            
   
The first part of this account concentrates on my direct-line ancestry, with the history of 
more distant relatives being in the latter additions. The narrative is straight forward and 
rarely explains the historical setting in which events transpired.   
 
The Rogers Family is 114 pages long, has 32,859 words, 177 photographs and 8 maps. 
One of the things that I enjoyed most about compiling this account was visiting family 
sites and personally taking many of these photographs.  
 
I chose a non-traditional way of showing the change in generations by stating the direct-
line relationship of each individual to me, Richard T. Martin. For example: Robert 
Rogers is given as my Fifth Great-Grandfather, and his son, William Rogers, is shown as 
my Fourth Great-Grandfather. This makes it clear when a generation has changed, but 
could be bothersome to non-related researchers. Older relatives will probably need to 
subtract a generation, while younger generations will need to add a generation or two so 
that Robert Rogers becomes their Sixth or Seventh Great-Grandfather. Of course with the 
passing of years more generations will need to be added.     
   
The Rogers Family is one of thirty-two histories that I have written over the past twenty 
years. The other histories are The Ashbrook, Barker, Beeson, Bond, Bowles, Bratton, 
Buckingham, Capps, Cocke, Farrar, Fulk, Hastings, Houghton, Huntington, Jefferson,  
Massey, Mattix, Morgan, Nisbett, Onyett, Phillips, Sharp, Sidenbender, Smith (2), Tinker, 
Van Gundy, and Whitney Family. These books are also compiled with other information 
in two encyclopedic publications entitled My Father’s House and Worthy to Remember. 
During this time I also wrote a history about my stepfather’s ancestors, the Crocker 
family, which is entitled Seasons to Remember.   
 
Remembering or honoring the dead is not new to man’s history. The most notable 
examples are the monuments in Egypt. The Romans are known to have venerated the 
memory of their noble ancestors. A thousand years ago the sons of Viking rulers placed 
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rune stones over their father’s burials. However, most of these monuments are now gone. 
Even more recently erected gravestones have not endured, having crumbled or eroded 
away. For example, in the Ancient Burying Ground in Hartford, Connecticut (the city’s 
oldest cemetery), only 415 monuments remain of the original 6,000 burials. Most of our 
ancestor’s homes vanished long ago, and many church and civil records are gone. Few 
persons, even among the wealthy, wrote personal histories and fewer yet survive to this 
day. Usually the best we can hope for is a few pieces of information about their lives and 
the circumstances in which they lived.  
 

Since most of man’s history has been lost, it is good to do what we can to record, remem-
ber, and appreciate “the old ones.” This record is my attempt to preserve through photo-
graphs and the written word some of the history of my ancestors.  
 

(A note to the LDS reader: Everyone named in this history has had their ordinance work 
completed with only a few exceptions—see 110 year rule.)   

 

 



*Descent of Charles Rogers to Patricia Bowles: Charles Rogers, 6GG; Robert Rogers, 5GG; 
William Rogers, 4GG; Charles Rogers, 3GG; Anna Maria Rogers, 2GG; Walter Bowles, 
Great-Grandfather; Thomas H. Bowles, Grandfather; Patricia Bowles, Mother. 
 

The Rogers Family 
 

A history of Charles Rogers, Sixth Great-Grandfather, a resident of London, England, whose 
daughter, Jane Rogers, became the grandmother of President Thomas Jefferson, to Anna 
Maria Rogers, Second Great-Grandmother, who married William Jackson Bowles in 1840. 
An account of George Lilburne, Eighth Great-Grandfather, to Jane Lilburne, Sixth Great-
Grandmother, who married Charles Rogers. A chronology of John Bradshaw, Sixth Great-
Grandfather, to Judith Bradshaw, Fourth Great-Grandmother, wife of William Rogers. Also, 
an account of Jeffery Clark, Fourth Great-Grandfather, to Huldah Clark, Third Great-
Grandmother, wife of Charles Rogers.  
 

harles Rogers (died after 1704) and Jane Lilburne (probably born in Newcastle-
upon-Tyne, England; died after 1724) (6th Great-Grandparents) were residents of 
London, England, and parents of four children. Two of their children, Robert    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and Jane Rogers, later immigrated to Virginia, 
where they lived the rest of their lives.  
 
After Charles died, Jane Lilburne Rogers married 
William or John Linton.    
 

Ancestors of Charles Rogers and 
Jane Lilburne 

 

Charles Rogers may be the son of Thomas and Elizabeth Rogers (possible 7th Great- 

C

Top right: London, England, about 1612, 
by John Speed. Right: Newcastle-upon-
Tyne. Engraving by William Miller in 
1832. Above: St. Nicholas Church in 
Newcastle by Charles Knight in Old 
England a Pictorial Museum, 1845. 
(Wikipedia.) Charles and Jane Lilburne 
Rogers (6th Great-Grandparents) lived in 
London, and William Lilburne, a bar-
rister, was born in Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
He married Elizabeth Nicholson (7th 
Great-Grandparents) in St. Nicholas, 1662.    
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Grandparents), but this has not been proven. Jane Lilburne was a daughter of William 
Lilburne (7th Great-Grandfather), who was born at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Northumber-

land, England, in 1635/1636. A barrister, he mar-
ried Elizabeth Nicholson (7th Great-Grandmother) 
(died 1721), a daughter of Christopher Nicholson 
(8th Great-Grand-
father), on August 
21, 1662, in St. 
Nicholas Church, 
Newcastle-upon-
Tyne, England. Wil-
liam “owned collier-
ies at Denton.”   
 
William’s brother,    
John Lilburne (7th 
Great-Granduncle; 
1629-1678), mar-
ried Isabel Quiney 
(1628-1666), who 

was a great niece of William Shakespeare (her father was 
Richard Quiney; his brother, Thomas Quiney, married Judith Shakespeare, daughter of 
William Shakespeare). Isabel was christened and buried at St. Stephen Walbrook in 
London, England; her husband, John Lilburne, was buried there on January 21, 1678 (see 
photographs of his monument in Notes). They had four children: George Lilburne (1657-
1697; buried at St. Stephen Walbrook), Eleanor Lilburne (born 1657), John Lilburne 
(1662-1662; buried at St. Stephen Walbrook), and Isabel Lilburne (1664-1732; buried at 

Above: St. Nicholas Church, built in 
1359, in Newcastle-upon-Tyne. “It is 
noted for its unusual lantern spire, 
which for hundreds of years was a 
main navigation point for ships using 
the river Tyne.” Besides the marriage 
of William and Elizabeth Lilburne in 
St. Nicholas, probably many, if not 
all, of their children were christened 
here. Right: Christening font located 
at the entrance to St. Nicholas Church. 
Top right: The Tyne Bridge and 17th 
century print of Newcastle.   
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St. Peter Cornhill in London). William’s son, William Lilburne (6th Great-Granduncle), 
“in 1699 became Commander-in-Chief of British forces in Newfoundland.”  
 

William’s daughter, Jane Lil-
burne (6th Great-Grand-
mother), married twice. 
Her second marriage to 
Charles Rogers (6th Great- 
Grandfather) produced a 
daughter, Jane Rogers (5th 
Great-Grandaunt), who was 
the grandmother of Thomas 
Jefferson.  

 
William died 
on January 17, 
1680/1681, in 
Newcastle-
upon-Tyne, 
and Elizabeth’s 
will devised 
all of her prop-
erty to her daugh-
ter Eleanor 
Lilburne (6th Great-Grandaunt) (will dat-
ed 1715 and proved 1721).  
 
William was the son of George Lilburne 
(1585/1586-1676) of Sunderland, Dur-

ham, England, and Eleanor Hicks (died October 20 1677) (8th Great-Grandparents) of 
Whitburn, Durham, England, a daughter of Richard or John Hicks (9th Great-Grand-
father). They were married on April 13, 1629.   
 
A number of the children of George and Eleanor Lilburne were christened in St. 
Michael’s, long known as Bishopwearmouth Parish Church, in Sunderland, England, in 
the 1630s and 1640s. (Sunderland stands on the coast at the mouth of the river Wear, 
twelve miles east-southeast of Newcastle-upon-Tyne.) A new church was built over the 
original in 1806.   

Top: Newcastle-upon-Tyne and St. Nicholas 
Church; the 12th century Norman Castle is lo-
cated next to the church (2010). Above: St. Mi-
chael’s, long known as Bishopwearmouth Par-
ish Church in Sunderland. The church was 
built over the original in 1806. A number of the 
children of George and Eleanor Lilburne (8th 
Great-Grandparents) were christened here 
1630-1640s. Middle right: Location of New-
castle-upon-Tyne, Whitburn and Sunderland 
on the northeast English coast. Map courtesy of 
Philips. Right: Whitburn Parish Church. Elea-
nor Hicks (8th Great-Grandmother) lived in 
Whitburn.            
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Jane Rogers, Fifth Great-Grandaunt 
Grandmother of Thomas Jefferson 

 
Jane Rogers (5th Great-Grandaunt; 1698-1760) “was living at home in London with  
her mother, Jane Lilburne Rogers, when Isham Randolph (born January 1685 on Turkey 

Island, Henrico County, Virginia; died November 
1742 at his estate of Dungeness, Goochland County, 
Virginia) of Virginia first got to know her.” Isham, 
“mariner,” was living at the time at Shakespeare’s 
Walk, which was literally around the corner from the 
church of St. Paul’s Shadwell. Jane and Isham were 
married at St. Paul’s Shadwell on July 25, 1717.  
 
“The marriage of Jane and Isham Randolph produced 
two daughters: Jane Randolph (according to family 
Bible: born February 9, 1721, in Shadwell Parish, 

Tower Hamlets, London; baptized on February 25, 1721, in St. Paul’s Shadwell) and 
Mary Randolph. Jane married Peter Jefferson (October 3, 1739, in Goochland County, 
Virginia, probably at Isham’s home on the James River, called Dungeness), the father of 
Thomas Jefferson, while Mary married Charles Lewis.” Jane Randolph Jefferson died 
suddenly at the age of 55 on March 31, 1776. Thomas Jefferson wrote his uncle, her 

Above right: John Speed’s drawing of London about 
1612. The first or second church spire across the 
Thames on the left is that of St. Stephen Walbrook, 
which was destroyed in the Great Fire of 1666. It was 
rebuilt by Sir Christopher Wren in 1672-1680, and was 
the Lord Mayor’s Parish Church. Top left and above: 
St. Stephen Walbrook; 2010. Middle left: Interior in 
early 19th century. (Wikipedia.) Isabel Quiney (great-
niece of William Shakespeare, left; portrait courtesy of 
Shakespeare Birthplace Trust) was christened and bur-
ied (1666, old church) at St. Stephen Wolbrook. Her husband, 
John Lilburne (7th Great-Granduncle), was buried in 
the new church in 1678. Two sons were also buried here.   
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brother, William Randolph: “The death of my mother you have probably not heard of. 
This happened on the last day of March after an illness of not more than an hour. We 
suppose it to have been apoplectic.” She was buried in the family graveyard at Monticello.  

“Jane and Peter had eight children in 
addition to Thomas, and they all grew 
up in Virginia in a home named Shad-
well, which related to Shadwell Parish in England. Their son, Randolph Jefferson, later married 

and named one of his sons Lilburne Jefferson. Their daughter, Jane Jefferson, 
married her first cousin, who was the son of Mary Randolph and Charles Lew-
is. They named their son, Charles Lilburne Lewis” (John Lilburne Research Institute).      
 
“As a young man Isham Randolph (1685-1742), third son of dynasty 
founder William Randolph I (born Oct 1650, in Moreton Morrel, Midland, 
Warwickshire, England; died April 11, 1711, on Turkey Island, Henrico, 
Virginia) and Mary Isham (born about 1658 in Bermuda Hundred, Henrico, 

Virginia; died December 29, 1735, on Turkey Island), rejected Virginia plantation life for 

Above: St. Paul’s Shadwell, where Jane Rogers (5th Great-Grand-
aunt) and Isham Randolph were married on July 25, 1717. The old 
parish church, located in east London, and traditionally known as 
the Church of Sea Captains, was built in 1656. This church was 
replaced by a new church (left) in 1820. At the time of their en-
gagement, Isham lived around the corner from the church and 
Jane and her mother, Jane Lilburne Rogers (6th Great-Grand-
mother), resided nearby. Jane Randolph, mother of Thomas Jef-
ferson, was christened here on February 25, 1721. James Cook, son 
of Capt. James Cook, was christened here in 1763. (Wikipedia.) 
Below: The Prospect of Whitby, “London’s oldest riverside inn, 
circa 1520,” is located close to the church and would have been 
known by the Rogers and Isham Randolph; 19th century view from 
the back of the inn on the River Thames (left); and nearby view of 
the Docklands in east London (right) in August 2010.                  
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what neighbor William Byrd II called Randolph’s ‘own element, the Sea.’ Byrd was 
instrumental in 1710 in winning for him command of the Henrietta, a merchant ship with 
a ten-man crew and four guns. In the same year Randolph sold his Virginia land and 
took a house in London. For the next 
decade he worked the tobacco trade on 
the James River that he had known as 
a child. In 1717 he married Londoner 
Jane Rogers. By 1720 he quit the sea 
and was listed as a London merchant. 
Around 1725 he resettled in Virginia 
his growing family of three, soon to 
be nine, children. Before leaving Eng-
land, Randolph apparently sat for his 
portrait. Though its surface is now 
abraded, the painting displays a qual-
ity of conception and execution that sug-
gest the hand of a London-trained artist 
of talent.” 
 
“The impression generated by this image 
is a sense of the sitter’s sophistication, 
proper rearing, and confidence. This por-
trait and Randolph’s biography give cre-
dence to the statements of 1724 by his-

torian Hugh Jones 
that  at  least  
some promi-
nent Virgin-
ians by then 
had markedly 
‘improved in 
wealth and po-
lite living’ and 
‘lived in the 
same neat manner, dressed after the same modes, and behaved 
themselves as the gentry in London.’” 
 
“Randolph’s daughter Jane would marry Peter Jefferson; 
Thomas Jefferson was their son” (Virginia’s Colonial Dynas-
ties, Virginia Historical Society).       

 
“A Philadelphia visitor to Isham Randolph was warned by a mutual London friend to 
go ‘handsomely dressed’ to Virginia because people there looked ‘more at a man’s out-
side than his inside.’ William Fitzhugh wrote on several occasions of the necessity to 
present a ‘creditable’ appearance in order to live ‘comfortably’ in Virginia. Portraiture 
conveyed ‘creditability.’ So did a great plantation house, a family library, a collection 
of furniture, or silver engraved with the family crest.” 

Above: Portrait of Isham Randolph, husband of 
Jane Rogers (5th Great-Grandaunt), probably 
when he was about 37 years old. Left: Detail of 
drawing of London by John Speed about 1612. 
St. Paul’s Shadwell is located about a mile east 
of the Tower on Highway A1203. The Thames 
River at London has always been a busy place 
for shipping. Isham Randolph was listed as a 
“mariner” and commanded a merchant ship 
with a ten-man crew and four guns.      
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“The Randolph and Fitzhugh dynasties were among the most visible during the colonial 
era; eventually those families became renowned up and down the eastern seaboard” 
(Virginia’s Colonial Dynasties, William M. S. Rasmussen and Lora M. Robins, Curator 
of Art).    
    

Robert Rogers, Fifth Great-Grandfather 
 
Robert Rogers (5th Great-Grandfather) was born in England about 1685 and educated 
as an attorney. He immigrated to Virginia where he practiced law in Henrico County by 
1708.  
 

                                                 
Robert married Susanna (surname 
unknown) (5th Great-Grandmother) 
and they were living in St. Peter’s 
Parish, New Kent County, in 1725 
when their daughter Ann was 
born. In 1733 they moved to a 
619 acre plantation on both sides 
of Little Creek of Lickinghole 
Creek in present-day Goochland 
County, Virginia, where they raised 
three sons and five daughters. 
(“When Robert purchased the 619 
acres from Joseph Bingley on September 17, 1733, the deed described him as a resident 
of St. Peter’s Parish, New Kent County. This tract appears to be identical to the 619 
acres granted Edward Scott in 1732. The creek is presently known as just Little Creek.”)      
 
Abstract of Will of Robert Rogers dated August 21, 1738: “To my wife, Susanna, all my 
land in Goochland County for life, but to have only house and plantation on east side of 
Lickinghole Creek if she marry before my son William is 18.” 
 
“To my two sons David and William (4th Great-Grandfather), all my lands in Gooch- 

Left:  Portrait of William Randolph (1650-1711), father 
of Isham Randolph. He and his wife, Mary Isham (1652-
1735), have been referred to as the “Adam and Eve of 
Virginia” because of his progeny’s many marital alli-
ances. Above: Virginia historical sign off the River Road 
and State Route 600 in Goochland County. Isham Ran-
dolph was a brother-in-law and a close friend of Robert 
Rogers (5th Great-Grandfather).     
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land County after death of my wife. William is to have the house and plantation on east 

side of the creek and David, 
land on west side. If both sons 
die without heirs, then all lands to my daughters Susanna, Elizabeth, Ann and Caroline, 
equally. If all die before 21, the land to my daughter Lucy Danson.” 
 
“David, if unmarried, may live with William until age 24.” 
 
“William is to pay for building David a house and outbuildings and clearing land 
before David is 21.” 
 
“To wife, labor of Negro slaves and all household stuff for life. To daughter Lucy 
Danson, Negro boy Duke, in her possession.” 
 
“Children to have schooling.” 
 
“To daughter Susanna, 10 pounds, as she is lame and helpless and I desire my children 
to be kind and let her live with such of them as shall be best. Also to her one of my 
Negro women.” 
 
“At wife’s death, rest of estate divided among my above children.” 
 
“Perishable goods and my law books to be sold. Negroes Caesar and Pegg to be sold.” 
 
“In case of death of any of my children where my son Robert could claim as heir at 
law, I give all such right to my sons William and David.”   
 
“I appoint my wife, Susanna, executrix.” 
 
“I entreat my esteemed friends Col. John Fleming and Capt. Isham Randolph to assist 
my wife and children if requested.” 

Above: Map completed by Joshua Fry and Peter Jefferson 
after their surveying expedition in 1751. Peter Jefferson mar-
ried Jane Randolph (1720-1776; daughter of Jane Rogers 
Randolph, 5th Great-Grandaunt,) on October 3, 1739, in 
Goochland County, Virginia, probably at Dungenesss, the 
home of her father, Isham Randolph. Their son, Thomas Jef-
ferson, was born on April 13, 1743. Left: Jane Randolph’s 
monument in Jefferson Family Cemetery at Monticello; 2014.  
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“Witnesses: John Netherland, Peter Davis, John (X) Richardson, John Webb, Robert 
Christian, and John (X) Lane.” 
 

“Note: ‘Esteemed friend,’ Isham Randolph, was Robert’s 
brother-in-law. Although John Fleming, Robert’s neigh-
bor and executor, also named a daughter Caroline, we 
have not identified any connection” (Robert Rogers, 
1685-1740, by John W. Pritchett).  
 
By March 1742/1743, Susanna (5th Great-Grandmother) 
married Jeremiah Whitney. That month the court divided 
the thirteen slaves originally owned by Robert Rogers 
between Susanna and her five children. Three and a half 
years had passed since Robert had drawn up his will and 
daughters, Lucy and Susanna, had died. Daughter, Eliz-
abeth, had married William Shelton and daughter, Ann, 
had become the wife of William Ligon.   
 
“Jeremiah and Susanna Rogers Whitney were in Albe-
marle County by October 1746 when they sued John 
Bibby in Susanna’s capacity as executrix. Jeremiah was 
alive in July 1747 when the case appears last in the surviving order book, but was dead 
later that year when Susanna and William and Elizabeth Rogers Shelton sold some 
property to Joseph Shelton. Whitney probably died in Albemarle County, but the wills 
for 1744-1748 are missing” (Southside Virginia Genealogies, page 1396, by John Pritchett).  
 
Robert Rogers (4th Great-Granduncle) was the oldest son of Robert and Susanna Rogers. 
Nothing more is known.   
 

David Rogers (4th Great-Granduncle; 1728-1769), son of Robert and Susanna Rogers  

Above: Wreck Island Creek, which is located northwest 
of Appomattox Court House, where Lee surrendered to 
Grant in 1865, thus ending the American Civil War. 
David Rogers (4th Great-Granduncle) purchased 1,410 
acres on Wreck Island Creek in 1760 and 1761. Right: 
Wreck Island Creek and land nearby in 2014.  
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“was born in St. Peter’s Parish on March 1, 1727/1728. He secured a patent to 1,200 
acres on Wreck Island Creek in present-day Appomattox County on March 3, 1760, and 
added a nearby 210 acres next to his stepbrother, Jeremiah Whitney, on February 14,  
1761.”  “David married Mary Christian in Bedford County, Virginia, on May 18 (bond) 
1762. Mary was born in St. Peter’s Parish, New Kent County, Virginia, on October 8, 
1735, a daughter of John Christian and his wife, Sarah.” (Ibid, page 1398). 
 
Caroline Rogers (4th Great-Grandaunt), daughter of Robert and Susanna Rogers, “re-
ceived three slaves and 2.16 L (pounds) from her father’s estate on March 15, 1742/1743. 
She married Thomas Foster of Cumberland County in Prince Edward County on August 
25 (bond) 1761” (Ibid, page 1398).  
 

William Rogers, Fourth Great-Grandfather 
 
William Rogers (4th Great-Grandfather; died by 1777) made a deed to William Shelton 
(his brother-in-law) on November 19, 1745. The Douglas Register, pages 126 and 127, 
reveal that William married first, Judith (Judah in record) Bradshaw (4th Great-Grand-
mother) on September 25, 1755, in Goochland County, Virginia, and second, Mary Cani-
fax/Cannifax (Callifax in record) on December 10, 1772, in Goochland County, Virginia.  
 
“Judith was the daughter of Benjamin Bradshaw (5th Great-Grandfather), whose Gooch-
land County will of March 2, 1758, mentioned daughter, Judah Rogers and her unnamed 
daughter, and William Rogers’ sons, Benjamin and Robert (3rd Great-Granduncles). 
The 1776 will of Ann Bradshaw (5th Great-Grandmother) left ‘Elizabeth Rogers (3rd 
Great-Grandaunt) five pounds to be to interest until she comes to 21 years of age.’ Mary 
Cannifax was the daughter of John Cannifax, whose 1752 will left her 30 pounds.” 
 
As noted in the will of Robert Rogers, William inherited his father’s house and plantation on 
the east side of Little Creek of Lickinghole Creek in present-day Goochland County, Virginia.   
 
“William Rogers died by April 22, 1777, when the court recorded his estate inventory. 
His second wife, Mary Rogers, appeared on personal property tax lists of Goochland 
County in 1782” (Ibid, page 1396).  
 
William and Judith Bradshaw Rogers had seven children, all born in Goochland 
County, Virginia: Benjamin Rogers, Robert Rogers, David Rogers (born February 29, 
1756, and baptized February 29, 1756; may have died young since he was not named 
with his brothers in the 1758 will of their Bradshaw grandfather), Ann Rogers (born 
February 22, 1758, and baptized March 25, 1758), William Rogers (born June 27, 
1760, and baptized May 17, 1761) Charles Rogers (born February 22, 1763, and 
baptized April 17, 1763; died February 10, 1842; resided in Goochland County, 
Virginia, in 1800; married Huldah Clarke in Goochland County on September 25, 
1805 [bond];  he was possibly the “aged man” who died in Goochland County “after 
a long and painful illness, in the 75th year of his age,” and was survived by a daughter 
with an infant child; his estate inventory was recorded in Goochland County in 1842), 
and Elizabeth Rogers (born May 12, 1765, and baptized July 14, 1765).  
 

William and Judith’s children are all listed in the Douglas Register, page 287 of the 1928 
edition. The Register is the parish record of Goochland County, Virginia, which was 
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begun in 1756 by the minister, William Douglas. There were three Episcopal meeting-
houses in Goochland County in the 1700s. Of these three William’s family probably 

attended Beverdam, middle church, or 
Lickinghole, upper church. (The other 
church was Dover, lower church, located on SR 621, just north of the River Road.) None 
of the three buildings exist today.      
 

William Rogers had one child with his second wife, Mary Callifax: Susannah Rogers 
(born January 10, 1772, in Goochland County, Virginia, and baptized April 17, 1772).  
 

 

Above: The Rogers, Bradshaw and 
Clark families resided in Goochland 
(left arrow) and Henrico (right arrow) 
Counties, Virginia, in the 1700s and 
1800s. Map courtesy of Rand Mc-
Nally. Right: Site of Beverdam Epis-
copal Church in Goochland County, 
Virginia, where all five children of 
William Rogers (4th Great-Grand-
father) were possibly baptized by Rev. 
William Douglas in the middle 1700s. 
There were three Episcopal meeting-
houses in Goochland County during 
the 1700s: Lickinghole upper church, 
Beaverdam middle church, and Dover 
lower church. If they were not chris-
tened here, then they were certainly 
baptized at the Lickinghole church; 
the Dover church was located far too 
south. None of the church buildings 
exist today. Even the location of the 
Lickinghole church building is unknown.    
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William Rogers (4th Great-Grandfather) made out a will that was recorded in Goochland 
County, Virginia, Will Book 12, page 32, in 1777, but it no longer exists.  
 

The Bradshaw Family 
 

Benjamin Bradshaw, Fifth Great-Grandfather 
 

Judith was the daughter of Benjamin 
Bradshaw (5th Great-Grandfather; about 1710-1761) and Anna, his first wife (5th Great-
Grandmother; about 1710-before 1753).   
 
Benjamin had two children by his first wife: John Bradshaw (about 1733-1773) and 
Judith Bradshaw (about 1735). John and Judith were probably born in Goochland 
County, Virginia.    
 
After his first wife died, Benjamin married Ann McBride in Goochland County, Vir-
ginia. He and Ann had four children, all born in Goochland County: Benjamin Bradshaw 
(1756-1828), William Bradshaw (1756), Edward Bradshaw (1758-1830) and Mary Curd 
Bradshaw (1761).  
 
In 1713 Benjamin’s mother, Elizabeth (who had married Arthur Marcum), filed charges 
against William Ballew, who was then acting as Benjamin’s Master. She charged that 
Ballew was giving inadequate care and that according to their agreement he was to be 
given sufficient meat, clothing and lodging.         

 Above: Mark of Benjamin Bradshaw 
(5th Great-Grandfather) on his will dat-
ed July 18, 1757 (Goochland county 
clerk’s copy). Left: Two views of land on 
Lickinghole Creek in Goochland County, 
Virginia; 2002. Benjamin Bradshaw and 
William Rogers (5th Great-Grand-par-
ents) owned land on or near Lickinghole 
Creek in the early 1700s.       
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Benjamin wrote his will on March 12, 1758 in Goochland County. “I Benjamin Brad-
shaw, in the name of God, Amen, calling to mind that all flesh must die, I do ordain 
this to be my Last Will in disposing of my worldly goods as follows. Item-I give 

and bequeath to my son 
John Bradshaw, one Negro 
boy named Sam and Negro 
Dick five years after my 
death, and two featherbeds 
and furniture, four dishes, 
two basons, six plates, six 
spoons, two cows and four 
young cattle and the chest 
that is called mine, two sows 
and pigs, two iron pots, 
four chairs, one table, two 
ewes and a weather of my 
Great Coat, to my son John 
Bradshaw and his heirs 
forever. Item-I give to my 
son Benjamin one Negro 
named Isham, one featherbed 
and furniture, four dishes, 
two basons and six plates 
and six spoons and two iron 
pots and two cows and 

claves and two hundred acres of land, including the plantation whereon I now live, to him 
and his heirs forever, if Benjamin dies without heir, to 
go to William. Item-I give to my son William one 
Negro boy named Jimmy and four dishes, two basons, 
six plates and six spoons and one feather bed and 
furniture, two cows and calves and one large trunk and 
two iron pots to him and his heirs forever and if 
William should die without heir, to go to Benjamin. 
Item-I give unto Henry Lain one cow kind and one side 
saddle to his daughter, Judah Lain, and if she should die 
without issue, the saddle to fall to Judah Rodgers and 
her daughter. Item-I give unto the sons of William 
Rodgers, Benjamin and Robert, all of my estate 
William Rodgers has in his possession after the decease 
of my daughter Judah to them and their heirs forever. 
Item-I lend unto my loving wife, Ann, one Negro 
wench named Jude and one Negro wench named 
Hannah. Likewise, I lend her a Negro man named Dick 
for five years and one feather bed and furniture, one 
large chest, one large trunk, four dishes and four 
basons and eight plates, twelve spoons, one leger, one brass cittle and I lend all my estate 

Top: Mark of Benjamin Bradshaw (5th Great-Grandfather) as 
a witness on a will. Above: Mark of William Bradshaw (Ben-
jamin’s brother) on his will, dated May 14, 1741, in Gooch-
land County, Virginia (Goochland county clerk’s copies). 
Below: Portrait of James Pleasants (1769-1836) grandson of 
Jane Rogers (5th Great-Grandaunt) and Isham Randolph. He 
was governor of Virginia, from Goochland County, and Unit-
ed States Senator.  
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Top right: Goochland County, Virginia, was once home to many wealthy plantations, such as 
Clover Forest, built circa 1761 and Bolling Island, built 1771. Top left and lower right: Rural scenes 
in Goochland County. Middle left: Goochland County Courthouse, built in 1826. Above left: 
The James River, which forms the southern boundary of Goochland County in May 2014.  

not heretofore mentioned in legises to my loving wife as long as she remains my widow 
and after her widowhood, to be divided between my two sons, Benjamin and William    

 

Bradshaw, and my will is that it shall not be appraised, be it little or much for I have 
given it as I see fit myself and leave my wife and my son John Bradshaw executors and I 
acknowledge this my last Will and Testament in witnessing my hand and seal this Second 
Day of March, One Thousand Seven Hundred and Fifty Eight. Benjamin Bradshaw 
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Above: Location of Lickinghole Creek in Goochland County 
Virginia, where Benjamin Bradshaw and William Rogers (5th 
Great-Grandparents) owned land in the 1700s. Their prop-
erties were located south of the River Road (Highway 6).   

Signed, sealed in the presence of us James Johnson, Drury Murrell, Judah Murrell. (Pro-
bated August 18, 1761 in Goochland County.)        
 
In 1778 Benjamin Bradshaw (4th Great-Granduncle, 1754-1828) married Hopey 

Poor in Goochland County, 
Virginia, and eventually mov- 
ed to Garrard County, Ken-
tucky, where he died. He 
was a Revolutionary War 
patriot “for giving patriotic 
service,” which usually means 
that he provided food and/or 
supplies for the army. (DAR 
Index, page 341, published 
1990.)  
 
In 1782 William Bradshaw 
(4th Great-Granduncle; 1756) 
married Catherine Curd in 
Lincoln County, Kentucky, 
and moved to Jessamine 
County, Kentucky, where he 
died.  
 
Edward Bradshaw (4th Great-
Granduncle; born 1758; Rev. 
War Soldier in a Virginia comp-
any. He married Frances Sum-
mers and died in 1830 in Ken-
tucky. (DAR Index, page 
341.) It should be noted here 
that the names and dates in 
the DAR Index can match 
one of our relatives and still 
be a different person.      
 
Rev. Douglas wrote in the 

Douglas Register, page 334, that he preached at the funeral of John Bradshaw (4th 
Great-Granduncle) (about 1733-December 1773) on January 1, 1774. John Bradshaw 
probably lived his entire life in Goochland County, Virginia. 
 

John Bradshaw, Sixth Great-Grandfather 
 

John Bradshaw (6th Great-Grandfather; born 1663/1664) immigrated to the Colonies 
and settled in Henrico County, Virginia, as an indentured servant to John Granger in 
1687. (The Bradshaws of Henrico and Goochland Counties, Virginia and Mercer and 
Marion Counties of Kentucky, page 2, by Walter Lee Bradshaw, published 1992.) 
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“In October 1688 John was in court as a witness for John Womack against John 
Granger. He stated that he was twenty-four at the time and testified that he was a 

‘servant of John Granger.’” Nothing 
more is known about John Bradshaw 
after 1696.  
 

Charles Rogers, Third 
Great-Grandfather 

 
Charles Rogers (3rd Great-Grand-
father; February 22, 1763/1764-Feb- 
ruary 10, 1842) (Douglas Register) was 
born in Goochland County, Virginia. 
On September 25, 1805 (bond), he mar-
ried Huldah Clark (3rd Great-Grand-
mother; 1772-1834) in Goochland 
County, where they lived the rest of their 
lives. Charles’ estate inventory was re-
corded in Goochland County in 1842.    
 

Charles and Huldah had at least three 
children, all born in Goochland County, 
Virginia: Ann Maria Rogers (1814-
1881), Caroline Frances Rogers (about 
1816) and Eliza Rodgers (about 1818).   
 
Walter Bowles (Great-Grandfather; 1853-1937), son of Ann Maria Rogers, told his 
daughter-in-law, Frances Massey Bowles, that his mother had two sisters and that he 

Above: Gravestone of Ann Maria Rogers (2nd 
Great-Grandmother) in Tyro, Arkansas, Cem-
etery. The inscription reads: “ANN M. / Daughter 
of / CHARLES & HULDA / RODGERS, / AND 
WIFE OF / W. J. BOWLES, / BORN / in Gooch-
land Co. Va. / AUG. 26, 1814. / DIED / in Desha 
Co., Ark. / MARCH 10, 1882.” (Rodgers should 
be spelled Rogers.) Top left: William Jackson 
Bowles (2nd Great-Grandfather) settled this land 
four miles north of Dumas, Arkansas, in 1856. 
After two years of hard work he and his slaves 
had cleared the land, built cabins, set up fences 
and dug a well. After everything was ready, his 
wife, Ann Rogers Bowles, and their children 
moved from Arkansas City and joined him on 
the plantation. Their home probably stood among 
the trees. Left: Possible type of log home built by 
William Bowles for his family at Reedville, Ark-
ansas. This building is in Desha County Histor-
ical Park in Dumas. Because he was wealthy for 
his day, it was certainly an above average dwelling.    
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remembered seeing Caroline and Eliza. Unfortunately, he did not know anything else 
about his aunts.   
       

The Clark Family 
 

Geoffry Clark, Fourth Great-Grandfather 
 
Huldah Clark (3rd Great-Grandmother; 1772-1834) was the youngest child of Geoffry 
(Jeffery) Clark (4th Great-Grandfather; born about 1747) and Ruth Harris (4th Great-

Grandmother; born about 1751). Geoffry and Ruth 
lived in Goochland County, Virginia, for many years and possibly for their entire lives.   
 
Geoffry and Ruth had seven children, all born in Goochland County: John Clark (1756), 
Judith Clark (1759), Stephen Clark (1762), Winniefred Clark (1764), Jeanie Clark 
(1766), Mildred Clark (1769) and Huldah Clark (1772-1834). 
 
There is a possibility that Huldah Clark is related to the famous explorer, William Clark 
(1770-1838), of Lewis and Clark fame. His older brother was General George Rogers 
Clark (1752-1818), who captured Vincennes during the Revolutionary War. To date no 
direct connection has been found, but there could be some distant relationship.   

 
Ann Maria Rogers, Second Great-Grandmother 

 
Ann Maria Rogers (2nd Great-Grandmother; 1814-1881) moved from Goochland 
County, Virginia, to Richmond, Virginia, with her husband, William Jackson Bowles 
(2nd Great-Grandfather; 1819-1887). William did not like city life, so in 1856 he moved 
his family to an area about four miles north of Dumas in Desha County, Arkansas. “Ann 
was highly educated and had been a school teacher. She was a member of one of the first 
families of Virginia. Physically, she was a tiny person, five feet tall, slender, with small 

Above and right: Ann Maria Rogers and 
her husband, William Jackson Bowles (2nd 
Great-Grandparents), moved from Rich-
mond, Virginia, to Arkansas, in 1856, 
where they settled four miles northwest of 
Dumas in the unincorporated area of 
Reedville (right arrows). Both were bur-
ied in Tyro (left arrows), Arkansas.     
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delicate hands and a tiny chin with a small mouth. While her husband and their six 
slaves, cleared the land, built cabins, dug a well, built fences and made things ready for 
the family, Ann stayed in a hotel in Arkansas City, Arkansas. As there were no schools, 

Ann taught her children from the books 
she had brought with her.” In the spring 
of the third year in 1858/1859, Ann 
and her children moved to their new 
home.   
 
Ann and William were the parents of six children: John Jackson Bowles (1841-1899), 
William Andrew Bowles (1843-1883), Patsy Ann Bowles (1845-1894), Maria Cordelia 
Bowles (1848-1883), Walter Ivanhoe Bowles (1853-1937) and Jane C. Bowles (1855-
1871). All of their children were born in Goochland County, Virginia, except Walter, 
who was born in Richmond, Henrico County, Virginia.     
 
Ann was buried in Tyro Cemetery in Tyro, Arkansas. The inscription on her graves-
tone gives her parent’s names, where she was born and where she died. It is unusual for 
a tombstone inscription to state so much vital information. I have visited her grave many 

 

Above: Gravestones of William Jack-
son Bowles (left) and Ann Maria Rog-
ers (2nd Great-Grandparents) in Tyro, 
Arkansas Cemetery. Top right: Rich-
ard Martin kneeing between the graves 
of his second great-grandparents, 2002. 
Right: William Jackson Bowles (2nd 
Great-Grandfather; 1819-1887).  
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times. The first time was in 1973 with my grandmother, mother and aunt. In October 
1997 I visited her grave once again with my mother and brother, Ron. As we drove 

away, my mother said that she was glad that we had come and that she had a good feeling 
while we were in the cemetery. Since 1997 I have been to Tyro Cemetery four more 
times.      

Above: Gift from Caroline Frances Rogers (2nd Great-Grandaunt) to her sister, Ann Maria 
Rogers (2nd Great-Grandmother; 1814-1881), on her 18th birthday, August 26, 1832. Above the 
name of Huldah Rogers (3rd Great-Grandmother; 1772-1834) is the faded name of Charles 
Rogers (3rd Great-Grandfather; 1763-1840/1850); below the name of Mary J. Rogers (2nd Great-
Grandaunt; born about 1810/1820) is the faded name of Ann M. Rogers (2nd Great-Grand-
mother; 1814-1881). The poem reads: “Sweet sister—oh: I love thee well / Tho waves between us 
roll, / I love the smiles that daily tell / The sweetness of thy soul. / Bright days be thine thou dear 
lov’d one, / And happiness thy lot, / Thy youth be bright and may the sun / Make clear and 
darken not.” Photograph courtesy of Cerelle Davis (2nd Great-Granddaughter of Ann Rogers).   
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See William Jackson Bowles, Second Great-Grandfather. 
 
Additional Sources 
 
• Family research 

of Frances Mas-
sey Bowles. Wal-
ter Ivanhoe Bowles. 
The Douglas Reg-
ister. Marriages 
of Some Virginia 
Residents, 1607-
1800. Family rec-
ords of Major R. 
D. Bradshaw of 
Fort Riley, Kan-
sas. Lincoln County, 
Kentucky Marriages.    

 
Notes 
 
“Jane Rogers, daughter of Charles and Jane Lilburne Rogers (6th Great-Grandparents), 
married Isham Randolph who secured patents to 28 acres in Goochland County in the 
James River in 1735, 3,000 acres on the north side of the James River in 1736, and 
6,000 acres on both sides of Buffalo River in Amelia County in 1737. Isham took the 
oath of militia colonel on November 18, 1740, was county justice (1730-1737), was 
appointed adjutant-general of the colony in 1738, and represented Goochland County 
at a single session in the Virginia House of Burgesses (1736-1740).” 
 
“Both indentured to Randolph for four years, John Newland agreed to make 250 pairs 
of ‘Men’s, women’s, children, and Negro shoes,’ and George Dudley to make 100,000 
bricks to enclose a garden and pave a coach house, henhouse, mill house, and well 
house.” 
 
“Isham died in November 1742, aged 57, according to an inscription on his tombstone, 
leaving a will in Goochland County that devised all his land in Goochland and Amelia 
Counties to his wife, Jane, and confirmed his promise to pay Peter Jefferson (7th Great-
Granduncle) 50 pounds upon his marriage to his daughter Jane. His will spoke also of 
the estates of William and Elizabeth Lilburne (7th Great-Grandparents) of the Bishopric 
of Durham, due he and his wife (will dated April 6, 1741, and proved December 21, 1742).” 
 
“The epitaph in his tombstone is as follows: ‘Sacred to the Memory / of Col. Isham 
Randolph / of Dunginess in Goochland County / Adjutant General of this Colony / He 
was the third son of William Randolph / and Mary his wife. / The distinguishing qualities 
of the / Gentleman he possessed in an / eminent degree: To justice / Probity & honour so 
firmly attached / That no view of secular interest or / Worldly advantage, no discour- 

Above: Close-up of sampler, showing the names of Charles Rogers 
above that of Huldah Rogers, and Ann M. Rogers below that of Mary 
J. Rogers. It is assumed that Mary J. Rogers is another daughter of 
Charles and Huldah Clark Rogers. Eliza is not shown. Sampler in 
possession of Cerelle Douglas.     
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aging / frowns of fortune could alter his / steady purpose of heart. By an easy / com-  

 

pliance and obliging deportment / 
he knew no enemy, but gained 
Many / friends, thus in his life 
meriting an / universal esteem. He 

died as uni- / versally lamented Nov’r, 1742 age 57 / Gentle Reader go & do likewise.’”  
 
“Jane sold her 28-acre island in the James River to Capt. Richard Mosby for 5 shillings 

Top left: Monument of John Lil-
burne (7th Great-Granduncle; 1629-
1678) in St. Stephen Walbrook 
in London, England. Top right: 
Richard Martin (7th Great-Grand-
nephew of John Lilburne) next 
to his memorial in September 
2013. Above: St. Stephen Wal-
brook.    
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on October 5, 1744, and the 6,000 acre tract in Amelia County to William Randolph Jr. 
for 600 pounds on June 20, 1745.” 

 

“The will of Jane Randolph named 
children: Isham Randolph, William 
Randolph, Thomas Randolph, Eliza-
beth Randolph Railey, Dorothea Ran- 
dolph Woodson (c. 1732-February 2, 
1794; married John Woodson, a very 
wealthy man; Woodson was a vestry-
man, magistrate, member of the Vir-
ginia House of Burgesses, 1788-1791, 
sheriff, 1778-1779, and county lieuten-
ant, 1779; they had eleven known chil-

dren, nine of their births are in the Douglas Register; their son, John Woodson, born Feb-

Above: Rebecca Martin, daughter of Richard 
Martin, in St. Stephen Walbrook. Right: Inter-
esting details from John Lilburne’s monument. 
The inscription (translated from the Latin) reads: 
“P. M. / JOHN LILBURNE / Citizen and Grocer 
of London / (of the ancient family of Lilburnes / 
originating in Sunderland in the Bishopric / of 
Durham) who by Isabella his wife (a most excel-
lent / woman) had five children. / George, his first-
born and only / surviving [child] placed this / MON-
UMENT / (for reasons of devotion). He died on 
the 18th October in the Year of the / Incarnate 
Word 1678, / at the age of 49 / and lies buried in / 
the major crypt / of this church.” I discovered 
John’s memorial in September 2013 and it was a 
rare and exciting event for me. Few people from 
ancient times have a marker of any kind re-
maining, so I didn’t expect to find his monument, 
and an excellent, prominent one at that. George 
was a thoughtful son to so honor his father.       
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ruary 28, 1763, was an ensign during the Revolutionary War), Anne Randolph Pleasants, 

and Susanna Randolph (will dated December 5, 1760, and proved July 12, 1761)” 
(Southside Virginia Genealogies, pages 1826-1829, by John W. Pritchett).  
 
Ann Rogers (4th Great-Grandaunt, daughter of Robert Rogers, 5th Great-Grandfather; born August 
6, 1725, in St. Peter’s Parish; baptized October 27, 1725) married William Ligon between 1738 and 
1742/1743. Their son, Robert Ligon, and son-in-law, Samuel Williams were soldiers in the Revo-
lutionary War. Ligontown in Amelia County, Virginia, was named after their son, William Ligon, IV. 
 
“William Ligon was born just south of the James River, but came to what is now Prince Edward 
County, Virginia, about 1740 to manage his father’s tobacco plantation along Sandy Creek. For 
“natural love and affection,” he gave William 600 acres there on January 14, 1743/1744.” 
 
“Ann Rogers and William Ligon were the parents of nine children, all of whom remained 
in Amelia County. During William’s lifetime he acquired as many as 2,400 acres in 
Prince Edward and Amelia Counties, all of which he sold or gave to his sons.” 
 
It is not known why, but Ann Rogers Ligon (3rd Great-Grandaunt) “ran off in 1770.” It is 
speculated that she couldn’t stand to be married to William any longer. Most of her 
children would have been in their twenties or late teens in 1770. 
 
“During the Revolutionary War, William Ligon was Deputy Commissioner of Provisions 
for Amelia County, responsible for providing bacon and other provisions for the county 
militia. Yet because he failed to attend his own militia draft, he was condemned to six 
months service as a delinquent. John Watson petitioned the governor for William’s relief, 
kindly describing him as ‘a man of character’ and ‘so true and valuable a man.’” 
 
The children of Ann Rogers and William Ligon were: Susanna Ligon Williams (born 
about 1740), Martha Ligon Wright Rogers (born about 1747), Mary Ligon Webber, Wil-
liam Ligon IV (died about 1803), Robert Ligon, Thomas Ligon (circa 1745-circa1807), 
Joseph Ligon (died in 1830), Ann Ligon Norris, and a daughter Ligon Williams. 

Above: St. Stephen Walbrook, the mayor of London’s parish church; it is now (2013) sur-
rounded by modern buildings. It is considered by many architectural critics as having the finest 
interior of all of the parish churches designed by Christopher Wren.      
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Robert Ligon (son of William and Ann Rogers Ligon) was in the militia during the 
Revolutionary War. “In the census taken in Amelia County, Virginia, in 1785, Robert was the 
head of a household of nine with three dwellings and three other buildings. Around 1785, one 

of Robert’s women slaves was accused 
of murdering one of his man slaves, 
Jack. At trial she plead not guilty, and 
the court heard testimony from the 
Commonwealth and the defendant. 
She was found guilty of manslaughter 
and ordered ‘that she be burnt in her 
hand at the bar by the goaler, and be 
given twenty-five lashes on her bare 
back at the common whipping post 
and then discharged.’”   
 
William made his will in Amelia 
County on September 22, 1796, and 
it was proved on October 27, 1796. 
 
“In the name of God Amen. I Wil-

liam Ligon, Sr. of Amelia county being sick in body but of sound mind and memory 
do make and ordain this my last will and testament in manner and form follows:” 
 
“Imprimis. My will is that all my just debts be paid out of the crop of brandy which is now 
in the hands of Joseph Ligon.” (He owned nearly 1,900 gallons of this popular liquor.)  
 
“Item. I lend to Caroline Foster my land and plantation whereon I now live together with 
three Negroes to-wit, Nell, Ben, and Peter and also all my stock of all kinds and all my 
household furniture during her natural life.” (Why he left his estate to Caroline Foster, 
and their relationship, is unknown.)  
 
“Item. I give and bequeath unto my son, Joseph Ligon, after the death of Caroline Foster 
the land and plantation whereon I now live also three Negroes to-wit, Caesar, Jude, and 
Diner to be paid to him and his heirs forever.” 
 
“Item. After the death of Caroline, I give and bequeath unto my daughter Martha Rogers 
two Negroes to wit, Nell and Peter also one feather bed and furniture during her natural 
life and unto whom she may give them unto.” 
 
“Item. My will and desire is after the death of Caroline Foster that my executors do hire 
out the Negro lent her named Ben until my grandson Benjamin Webber arrives unto the 
age of twenty-one years and the money to remain in the hands of my executors until my 
grandson come to lawful age at which time I give and bequeath the said money unto my 
grandson John Webber and the said negro Ben unto my grandson Benjamin Webber to 
be to them and their heirs forever.”  
 
“Lastly, I do hereby nominate, constitute and appoint James McGleason and Benjamin 
Chapman executors of this my last will and testament.” Signed William Ligon. (South-
side Virginia Genealogies, pages 978-987, by John W. Pritchett.)          

Above: Gravestone of Col. Isham Randolph (1685-
1742; husband of Jane Rogers, 5th Great-Grand-
aunt) in the Randolph Family Cemetery on Presque 
Isle, Henrico County, Virginia.   
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Additional Liburne History 
The House of Lilburn 

“The House of Lilburn are an ancient family historically seated as Lords of the Manor in 
Northumberland, United Kingdom. The family name Lilburn (variations include Lilburne, 
Lilbourn and Lilbourne) derives from the original 
home of the family, Lilburn, Northumberland. Fur-
thermore, the etymology of the name itself, a com-
bination of the words lily and burne (river), derives 
from the nature of the Lilburn area, which is de-
scribed as being by the ‘stream where the lilies 
grow.’”  

 

Coat of arms: “The heraldic blazon for the Lilburn 
coat of arms is a cendree (or sable) field, with three 
bougets argent (the choice of water bags is pre-
sumably due to the pertinence of the house name to 
the river). The colors can vary slightly and some 
versions can be found in which the bougets are 
simplified with three ordinary fusils (or elongated 
lozenges). The use of ordinaries (the three fusils) 
demonstrates how the House of Lilburn is one of the 
first and most ancient names of England. The use of 
simple and easily recognizable shapes is typical of early heraldry, after which shields were 
blazoned with increasingly complicated shapes and a variety of charges.”  

 

Family history: “When the house was founded is unknown, yet the Lilburn name predates 
the Norman Conquest of England. The Lilburn family name can be found carved into 
ancient gravestones in the vicinity of West Lilburn Tower, Lilburn, and Lindisfarne (Holy 
Island), near the medieval priory. The House of Lilburn is said to have been called to arms 
during the Crusades. In a 14th-century church’s graveyard, near West Lilburn Tower, 
a number of tombs allegedly belong to the Knights Templar, among which some bear the 
Lilburn name.”  
 

“In the 17th century John Lilburne and most of his family were key figures in the English 
Civil Wars (see prominent members).” 
 

Family seat: “The House of Lilburn’s origin can be traced back to Lilburn, a pre 7th 
century town located in the Northern reaches of Northumberland, East of the Cheviot Hills. 
It is recorded in the Domesday Book (1086), referred to with the spelling of Lilleburne. 
The medieval manors of West and East Lilburn were purchased separately and subse-
quently united by John Clennell of the Clennell family of Clennell Hall about 1700. In the 
1820s the estate was passed on to the Collingwood family of Cornhill, for whom Lilburn 
Tower was built as a private residence. In the 1970s the private mansion and all its 40 acres 
on which stood West Lilburn Tower, were sold to the Davidsons. Located where the 

Above: Arms of Lilburn as shown 
on the seal of John Lilburn of Shaw-
don (1900).  
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ancient town of Lilburn was founded, the ruinous remains of West Lilburn Tower, the 
nearby pele tower and the XIV century church still stand and are scheduled as an Ancient 
Monument and protected as Listed Buildings (Latitude/Longitude: 55.5110, -1.9671).”  

 

Recurring names: “In the Lilburn genealogy the most common names include: John (first 
recorded was John de Lilleburn of Yorkshire found in the Subsidy Roll of 1327), William 
(one of the earliest was Sir William de Lilburne, Lord Warden of the Middle Marches in 
the XIII century), George, and Isabel/Isabella.” 
 

Prominent members: “Prominent historical members of the family include: Alexander 
de Lilleburna of Northumberland (1170).” 
 

“Robert de Lilburn in 1245 was one of twenty-four knights who surveyed the Scottish-
English boundaries.”  
 

“Sir John de Lilburn (1279-1355) was the nephew and heir of Christine de Lilburn, through 
whom he inherited ‘livery of the manor of Lilburn as one knight’s fee’ on October 26, 
1324. He was knighted at the King’s Court at Christmas 1315 and a few months after was 
appointed Constable of Mitford Castle. He added considerably to his lands, including the 
barony of Stamford and Dunstanburgh, and was appointed Constable of Dunstanburgh 
Castle in 1323, where he built the famous Lilburn tower, part of which is still standing. He 
was Commissioner of Array in Northumberland in 1325 and sheriff of Northumberland in 
from 1327 to 1329. Sir John married Lady Constance de Lilburn (1298-1366) in 1319 and 
their daughter, also named Constance (1320-1349), married Alan de Heaton of the Heaton 
family in 1350. In a second marriage, to Lady Beatrice de Beauchamp (1280-1347), in 
1328 John de Lilburne II was born, who was also knighted.”  
 

“His mother, Idonea de Vieuxpont (or Vipont) (1255-1333), was the daughter of Robert 
de Vieuxpont, II Baron of Westmoreland; Idonea owned Pendragon Castle and founded St 
Mary’s Outhgill in Mallerstang, Cumbria.” 
 

“The identity of his father, on the other hand, is uncertain: evidence in a pedigree following 
visitations in 1575, 1615 and 1666 would suggest he was William de Lilburn, son of Sir 
William de Lilburn, Lord Warden of the Middle Marches; other genealogical documen-
tation from Northumberland, studying the family from the Vieuxpont side, shows that Sir 
John de Lilburn could be the son of a Roger (or Robert) de Leybourne of the Leybourne 
variant of the Lilburn name, historically associated with the county of Kent.” 
  

“Sir John’s great-grandsons: John de Lilburne was constable of Alnwick Castle, seat of the 
House of Percy.” 
 

“William de Lilburne ‘received by grant of Robert Ogle of Bothell the manors of Thickley 
Punchardon and Shildon, Durham and all messuages, lands etc. there.”  
 

“Bartholomew Lilburne (1512-1562) attended the Field of the Cloth of Gold and is said to 
have had made a family armour, the whereabouts of which are currently unknown.”  
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“John Lilburne (1538-1605), son of the above Bartholomew Lilburne, took part in the 
Rising of the North.”  
 

“John Lilburne (1614-1657), or John Freeborn, grandson of the above, was a political 
Leveller and one of the leading figures of the English Civil Wars.” 
 

“Robert Lilburne (1613–1665), English soldier, brother of the above John Lilburne, signa-
tory to the death warrant of King Charles I in 1649.” (Wikipedia) 
 

George Lilburne, Eighth Great-Grandfather 

George Lilburne (8th Great-Grandfather; born circa 1585; died August 23, 1666) “was an 
English merchant and politician who sat in the House of Commons in 1654. He supported 
the Parliamentary cause in the English Civil War.” 

“Lilburne was the son of John Lilburne of Thickley Punchardon and his wife Isabel 
Wortley/Worthy (9th Great-Grandparents), and was baptized at Auckland St Andrew on 
January 16, 1586.” 
“He settled at Sunderland and was probably a merchant adventurer and involved in the coal 
trade. Like others of his family he became heavily involved in politics. In the outbreak of 
the Civil War, he was Mayor of Sunderland and was the only opponent of the other magi-
strates of Durham and Northumberland who met and formed themselves into Com-
missioners of Array for the King to raise transport and supplies. As a result, Lilburne was 
imprisoned and kept at Durham and then York. Sunderland remained Royalist until cap-
tured for Parliament by the Scottish army in 1644. Parliament then wanted to restore the 
coal trade and bargained with the Royalists for the release of George Lilburne in exchange 
for a prominent Royalist prisoner.”  

“In 1654, Lilburne was elected Member of Parliament for County Durham in the First 
Protectorate Parliament. This was the first time that the County of Durham was represented 
in parliament.” 

“Lilburne was one of the governors of Kepyer School.”  

“Lilburne married firstly Jane Chambers and had a son Thomas who was a parliamentary 
soldier and MP. He married secondly Eleanor Hicks (8th Great-Grandmother) and had 
further children. Through his son William Lilburne (7th Great-Grandfather; his daughter 
Jane Lilburne married Charles Rogers—6th Great-Grandparents), he was the ancestor of 
U.S. President Thomas Jefferson. Lilburne was the uncle of Robert Lilburne, the parlia-
mentary soldier, and John Lilburne, known as Free-Born John for his outspoken support 
of democratic freedoms.” 
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“Lilburne died in 1666 (although some sources give his death as occurring in 1677).” 
(Wikipedia) 

Thomas Lilburne (died March 
25, 1665; Half 7th Great-Grand-
uncle; son of George Lilburne, 
8th Great-Grandfather) “was an 

English politician who sat in the House of Commons in 1656 and 1659. He fought in the 
Parliamentary army in the English Civil War.” 

“Lilburne was the son of George Lilburne of Sunderland and his first wife Jane Chambers. 
He was a parliamentary officer in 1644. He was of Offerton and was steward of the manor 
of Holm Cultram from 1652 until his death.”  

“In 1656, Lilburne was elected Member of Parliament for County Durham in the Second 
Protectorate Parliament. He was elected MP for Newcastle in 1659 for the Third Protect-
orate Parliament. He was a major in the army of General Monck and was described as one 
of the persons instrumental in His Majesty’s happy restoration. It is noted that Charles II 
made Lilburne a grant ‘concerning Holme’ as from Lady day 1664.”  

“Lilburne died in 1665 and was buried at the church of Houghton-le-Spring, where he is 
commemorated on a plain blue slab.” 

Left: Richard Martin at the Par-
ish Church of St. Andrew 
Auckland in County Durham, 
England, in May 2017. The church 
dates from 1274 and John Lil-
burne (9th Great-Grandfather; 
1538-1605) was buried here in 
1605. Three of his children are 
also recorded as buried here: 
Janet Lilburne in 1571, Muriel 
Lilburne in 1582, and Tobias 
Lilburne in 1614. Jane Lilburne, 
Muriel Lilburne and Tobias Lil-
burne are also recorded as being 
christened here in 1575, 1581, and 
1588. George Lilburne (8th Great-
Grandfather; 1585-1666) was chris-
tened in St. Andrews on January 
16, 1586. George later settled in 
Sunderland, England, where he 
served as mayor. He was a mer-
chant adventurer and involved in 
the coal trade.  
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“Lilburne married Margaret Scurfield, widow of George Scurfield. He was the cousin of 
Robert Lilburne, the parliamentary soldier, and John Lilburne, known as Free-Born John 
for his championing of democratic freedom.” (Wikipedia)  

John Lilburne, Ninth Great-Grandfather 
John Lilburne of Thickley (9th Great-Grandfather) “was born in 1538 according to the 
biography of his grandson, John Lilburne. He was the son of Bartholomew Lilburne.”   
 

“John took part in the Rising of the 
North.” 
 

“John married Isabel Worthy at Auckland St Andrew, Durham on the January 27, 1564, 
and they had at least 10 children: 
 

• Janet—born November 1564 according to biography of John Lilburne. Died 
young.  

 
• Janet—born 1571 according to biography of John Lilburne. Christened 

at Auckland St Andrew, Durham on the 11th March 1571 and buried there in
June/July the same year. 

 
• Jane—born 1575 according to biography of John Lilburne. Christened at Auck-

land St Andrew, Durham on the January 6, 1575. 

Above: the Parish Church of St. 
Andrew Auckland in May 2017.  
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• Agnes/Anne—1578.  

 
• Muriel—born 1581 according to biography of John Lilburne. Christened at 

Auckland St Andrew, Durham on the January 29, 1581. Died in 1582 accord-

ing to biography of John 
Lilburne. Buried at Auck-
land St Andrew on the 
March 29, 1582, listed 
as Lylborne child. 

 
• Richard 1583-1667 (had famous sons: Robert Lilburne [1613-1665] and John 

Lilburne [1614-1657]; see their biographies).  
 

• George 1586-1666 (8th Great-Grandfather). 
 

• Tobias—born 1588 according to biography of John Lilburne. Christened at
Auckland St Andrew, Durham on the March 3, 1588. Died in 1614 accord-
ing to biography of John Lilburne. Buried at Auckland St Andrew on June 
14, 1614. 

 
• Joseph—born 1592, twin according to biography of John Lilburne. Died in 1637.

 
• Thomas—born 1592, twin according to biography of John Lilburne.” 

“1604—Grant to Rob. Heron, Rob. Ramsay, John Swinborne, and Walter Heron of par-
don for setting fire to the house of John Lilburne, East Thickley, Durham.” 
 

This page: St. Andrew Auck-
land is situated on a small hill; 
a person must climb steps 
(above) to reach the ancient 
building; May 2017.  
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“John Lilburne died in 1605 according to biography of his grandson, John Lilburne.” 

“John Lilburne, of parish of St. Andrewe Aukland (Awckland) [Auckland St. Andrew, 
County Durham]. Will, dated July 2, 1597; probated in 1605. (Copy of will is very difficult 
to read due to style of writing at the time.)”  

“In the name of God Amen...day of Julie? 1597 I John Lilburne...of St Andrews Auckland 
being weak in body yet...make this my last will and testament in manner and form fol-
lowing, first I commend my body into the hands of Almighty God by...do believe to 
be found + by none...my body to be buried...St Andrews Auckland aforesaid...I give to 
...maintenance of my children...of my debts...my will is that my daughter Jane...for and...in 
full part, portion of...person...to my children...Agnes to...and in full part, portion of...paid 
to…I  give to Richard Lilburne minor...after...of...paid...male of his loins lawfully begotton...I 
give Isabel my wife...during her life...all my lands...to be paid...and to Tobias...in man-
ner...is aforesaid...to my brother George Lilburne…during his natural life…sister Isabel...in 
money...I...my wife whom I make sole executrix of this my last will and testament writ-
ten...” (“Past and Present,” by Janet McNeilly) 

Richard Lilburne, Eighth Great-Granduncle 
Richard Lilburne (8th Great-Granduncle; 1583-1667) had two famous sons: Col. Rob-
ert Lilburne (1613-1665) and John Lilburne (1614-1657). “Richard Lilburne was the 
last man in England to insist that he should be allowed to settle a legal dispute with a 
trial by combat.” 
Colonel Robert Lilburne (1613–1665; son of Richard Lilburne, 8th Great-Granduncle) 
“was the older brother of John Lilburne, the well-known Leveller. Unlike his brother, 
who severed his relationship with Oliver Cromwell, Robert Lilburne remained in the 
army. He is also classed as a regicide for having been a signatory to the death warrant 
of King Charles I in 1649. He was forty-seventh of the fifty nine Commissioners.” 

Civil War: “At the outbreak of the First English Civil War Lilburne joined the Round-
heads. He served under Edward Montagu (the son of Earl of Manchester) and by 1644 had 
attained the rank of captain. He then raised a regiment of horse in County Durham which 
became part of Lord Fairfax’s Northern Association army. He joined the New Model Army 
and was promoted to Colonel of a regiment.” 

“Although like his brother John, his sympathies like those of his regiment lay with the 
Levellers, he was not present at the Corkbush Field rendezvous, the first of several 
meetings planned following the Putney Debates. Robert Lilburne’s regiment marched, 
without orders, to the rendezvous in the hope of pressing the Levellers manifesto, the 
Agreement of the People, on the Army. The mutiny failed. Along with copies of the 
Agreement, the soldiers displayed in their hats papers showing the Levellers’ slogan, 
‘England’s Freedom, Soldiers' Rights.’ When an officer of the commander of the Army, 
Sir Thomas Fairfax approached them, members of Lilburne’s regiment stoned and 
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wounded him. Oliver Cromwell, then the second-in-command of the New Model Army, 
and some of his officers rode into their ranks and ordered them to take the papers from 
their hat bands. Cromwell had eight or nine of the more truculent of Lilburne’s troopers 

arrested, tried at an improvised court-
martial, and found guilty of mutiny. 
Three ringleaders were sentenced to 
death and, having cast lots, Private 
Richard Arnold was shot on the spot 
as an example.” 

“Despite this incident, Fairfax appoint-
ed Lilburne Governor of Newcastle-
upon-Tyne. During the Second English 
Civil War, Lilburne joined Cromwell 
and Lambert in the defeat of the En-
gagers at the Battle of Preston. In 
December 1648, Lilburne was nom-
inated as one of the Commissioners at 
the trial of Charles I, he attended the 
trial and signed the king’s death war-
rant. He also took part in the siege of 
Pontefract Castle, which held out 
against Parliament until March 1649.” 

“During the Third English Civil War 
he fought under Oliver Cromwell dur-
ing his Scottish campaign, and when 
the Scottish army invaded England 
Lilburne defeated English Royalists, 
under the command of the Earl of 
Derby, at the Battle of Wigan Lane on 

August 25, 1651. This prevented them from joining the Scots on their march to defeat at 
the Battle of Worcester and the end of the English Civil Wars. In November 1651 he 
returned to Scotland as part of Major-General Richard Deane’s army of occupation. In 
December 1652, Lilburne took over command of the army in Scotland, but when he was 
not given pro-motion or the support he thought he needed from the Government in London 
to put down the Glencairn’s uprising, he was happy to hand over command to General 
George Monck in early 1654.” 

Interregnum: “During the Interregnum although some officers said that he was too 
sympathetic to the Levellers and the Anabaptists, he supported Oliver Cromwell during 
first years of the Protectorate. In 1654 he was appointed Governor of York and the next 
year he commanded the army units that put down the Sealed Knot uprising in York. In 
1654 he was elected MP for County Durham in the First Protectorate Parliament. During 
the Rule of the Major-Generals (1656) he was deputy to John Lambert responsible for the 
day-to-day administration of Yorkshire and County Durham. He was elected MP for the 

Above: Portrait of Colonel Robert Lilburne (1613-
1665; son of Richard Lilburne, 8th Great-Grand-
uncle) by Samuel Cooper. He was one of the chief 
commanders under Oliver Cromwell during the Eng-
lish Civil War. He signed the death warrant of King 
Charles I and after the Restoration died in prison. 
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East Riding of Yorkshire in the Second Protectorate Parliament. However he opposed the 
offer of the crown to Cromwell and was uneasy with the constitutional arrangements of the 
later Protectorate.” 

“With the death of Oliver Crom-
well, Lilburne did not support Rich-
ard Cromwell but instead supported 
the restoration of the Rump Parlia-
ment and the reinstatement of the 
English Commonwealth. He was 
appointed to the Army’s Commit-
tee of Safety and supported General 
John Lambert when Lambert marched 
to stop General George Monck march-
ing on London. When that failed 
and the Restoration occurred Lilburne 
was arrested along with all the other 
regicides still living in Britain. On 
October 16, 1660, Lilburne was 
found guilty of high treason, and 
was sentenced to be hanged, drawn 
and quartered, but later this was 
commuted to life imprisonment. He 
died a prisoner on Drake’s Island in 
Plymouth Sound in August 1665.” 

Family: “Lilburne married Marg-
aret, daughter of Richard Beke of 
Hadenham, Buckinghamshire, with 
whom he had three sons who sur-
vived him.” (Wikipedia)  

John Lilburne (1614–August 29, 
1657; son of Richard Lilburne, 8th 
Great-Granduncle), “also known as 
Freeborn John, was an English po-
litical Leveller before, during and 
after the English Civil Wars 1642–1650. He coined the term ‘freeborn rights,’ defining 
them as rights with which every human being is born, as opposed to rights bestowed by 
government or human law. In his early life he was a Puritan, though towards the end of his 
life he became a Quaker. His works have been cited in opinions by the United States 
Supreme Court.”  

Early life: “John Lilburne was the son of Richard Lilburne, a landowner of estates at 
Thickley Punchardon and elsewhere in County Durham. He was probably born in Sunder-
land but the exact date of his birth is unknown; there is some dispute as to whether he was 

Above: Although not as well-known as his brother, 
John Liliburne, Colonel Robert Lilburne (1613-1665; 
son of Richard Lilburne, 8th Great-Granduncle) was 
a national figure during his time.   
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born in 1613, 1614, or 1615. His father Richard Lilburne was the last man in England to 
insist that he should be allowed to settle a legal dispute with a trial by combat. John’s elder 
brother Robert Lilburne also later became active in the Parliamentary cause, but seems not 

to have shared John’s Leveller beliefs. By 
his own account Lilburne received the 
first ten years of his education in New-
castle, almost certainly at the Royal Free 
Grammar School. He also had some 
schooling in Bishop Auckland.”  

“In the 1630s he was apprenticed to John 
Hewson, who introduced him to the Pur-
itan physician John Bastwick, an active 
pamphleteer against Episcopacy who was 
persecuted by Archbishop William Laud. 
Lilburne’s connection with Bastwick, whose 
‘Litany’ he had a hand in printing, obliged 
him to flee to Holland.”  

Unlicensed publishing: “On his return 
from Holland, Lilburne was arrested (De-
cember 11, 1637) for printing and circu-
lating unlicensed books, particularly Wil-
liam Prynne’s ‘News from Ipswich,’ that 
were not licensed by The Stationers' Com-
pany (known after 1637 as the Worshipful 
Company of Stationers and Newspaper 
Makers). At that time all printing presses 

and publications were required to be licensed, and publishers were liable to the Court of 
High Commission.”  

Freeborn John: “Upon his arrest on information from a Stationers’ Company informant, 
Lilburne was brought before the Court of Star Chamber. Instead of being charged with an 
offence he was asked how he pleaded. In his examinations he refused to take the oath 
known as the ex officio oath (on the grounds that he was not bound to incriminate himself), 
and thus called in question the court’s usual procedure. As he persisted in his contumacy, 
he was sentenced on February 13, 1638, to be fined £500, whipped, pilloried, and impris-
oned till he obeyed.”  

“On April 18, 1638, Lilburne was flogged with a three-thonged whip on his bare back, as 
he was dragged by his hands tied to the rear of an ox cart from Fleet Prison to the pillory 
at Westminster. He was then forced to stoop in the pillory where he still managed to 
campaign against his censors, while distributing more unlicensed literature to the crowds. 
He was then gagged. Finally he was thrown in prison. He was taken back to the court and 
again imprisoned. During his imprisonment in Fleet he was cruelly treated. While in prison 
he however managed to write and to get printed in 1638 an account of his own punishment 

Above: Portrait of John Lilburne (1614-1657; 
son of Richard Lilburne, 8th Great-Grand-
uncle), engraving by George Glover in 1641.    
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styled, The Work of the Beast and in 1639 an apology for separation from the church of 
England, entitled Come out of her, my 
people.”  

“On his release, Lilburne married 
Elizabeth Dewell (a London merchant’s 
daughter) in September 1641. Lilburne’s 
agitation continued: the same year he 
led a group of armed citizens against 
a group of Royalist officers, forcing 
them to retreat.” 

“That was the first in a long series of 
trials that lasted throughout his life for 
what John Lilburne called his ‘freeborn 
rights,’ including the right to hear the 
accusation, the right to face one’s 
accusers, and the right to avoid self-
incrimination. As a result of these 
trials a growing number of supporters 
began to call him ‘Freeborn John’ and 
they even struck a medal in his honor 
to that effect. It is this trial that has 
been cited by constitutional jurists 
and scholars in the United States of 
America as being one of the historical 
foundations of the Fifth Amendment 

to the United States Constitution. It is 
also cited within the 1966 majority 
opinion of Miranda v. Arizona by the 
U.S. Supreme Court.”                    

English Civil War: “In the First English Civil War he enlisted as a captain in Lord 
Brooke’s regiment of foot in the Parliamentary army commanded by the Earl of Essex and 
fought at the Battle of Edgehill. He was a member of the Parliament’s garrison at Brentford 

Top right: John Lilburne (1614-1657; 
son of Richard Lilburne, 8th Great-
Granduncle), “pleading at the bar 
with Coke’s ‘Institutes’ in his hand; 
prefixed to ‘The Trial of Lieut. Col. 
John Lilburne,’ by Theodorus Varax, 
1649.” Right: Introduction by John 
Lilburne to “The Trial of Lieu. Col. 
John Lilburne” verifying it as an ac-
curate history.  
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against Prince Rupert during the Battle of Brentford that took place on November 12, 1642, 
as the Royalists advanced on London 
and, after trying to escape by jumping in 
the Thames, was taken as a prisoner to 
Oxford. As the first prominent Round-
head captured in the war, the Royalists 
intended to try Lilburne for high treason. 
But when Parliament threatened to execute 
Royalist prisoners in reprisal (see the 
Declaration of Lex Talionis), Lilburne 
was exchanged for a Royalist officer.”  

“He then joined the Eastern Association 
under the command of the Earl of Man-
chester as a volunteer at the siege of 
Lincoln, and on October 7, 1643 he was 
commissioned as a major in Colonel 
King’s regiment of foot. On May 16, 
1644 he was transferred to Manchester’s 
own dragoons with the rank of lieutenant- 
colonel. He became friends with Oliver 
Cromwell, who was second in command, 
supporting him in his disputes with Man-
chester. He fought with distinction at the 
Battle of Marston Moor in 1644. Shortly 
afterwards he asked permission to attack 
the Royalist stronghold at Tickhill Castle, 
because he had heard it was willing to 
surrender. Manchester refused, dismissing 
him as a madman. Taking that as a yes, 
he went as a madman and took the castle 
without a shot being fired.” 

“In April 1645, Lilburne resigned from 
the Army, because he refused to sign the 
Presbyterian Solemn League and Covenant, 
on the grounds that the covenant de-
prived those who might s wear it of 
freedom of religion, namely members of 
the parliamentary army. Lilburne argued 
that he had been fighting for this Liberty 
among others. This was practically a 
treaty between England and Scotland for 

the preservation of the reformed religion in Scotland, the reformation of religion in England 
and Ireland ‘according to the word of God and the example of the best reformed churches,’ 

Above: Contemporary depiction of John Lilburne 
(1614-1657; son of Richard Lilburne, 8th Great-
Granduncle) behind bars in 1646. John spent 
much time in court and in prison. He was cap-
tured by Royalist during the English Civil War 
and spent six months in prison at Oxford. He was 
in prison for four months in 1645 for denouncing 
Members of Parliament. In the Tower of London 
in July 1646 for denouncing the Earl of Man-
chester as a traitor and Royalist sympathizer. He 
was again in the Tower in 1649 for high treason, 
but was acquitted, which caused the public to 
shout and cheer non-stop for 30 minutes. On his 
return from exile in 1653 he was imprisoned at 
Newgate, but acquitted again. Even the soldiers 
sent to keep order “shouted and sounded their 
trumpets when they heard that Lilburne was ac-
quitted. Such was his popularity that two medals 
were struck in celebration of his acquittal. ”Yet, 
he wasn’t released, but sent to the Tower again 
and then to Mount Orgueil Castle, Jersey, in 1654. 
His health declined so he was sent to Dover Castle 
in 1655 and finally semi-released from Dover Cas-
tle prison in 1656. He was on parole visiting his 
wife when he died in 1657.                   
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and the extirpation of popery and prelacy. The Scots, he maintained, were free to believe 
as they saw fit but not to bind anyone to the same faith if they did not share it.” 

                                 

“The historian C.H. Firth opined that 
Lilburne had gained a great reputa-
tion for courage and seems to have 
been a good officer, but his military 
career was unlucky. He spent about 
six months in prison at Oxford, was 
plundered of all he had at Rupert’s relief of Newark (March 22, 1644), was shot through 
the arm at the taking of Walton Hall, near Wakefield (June 3, 1644), and received very 
little pay. His arrears when he left the service amounted to £880 He also succeeded in 
quarrelling, first with Colonel King and then with the Earl of Manchester, both of whom 
he regarded as lukewarm, incapable, and treacherous. He did his best to get King cashiered, 
and was one of the authors of the charge of high treason against him, which was presented 
to the House of Commons by some of the committee of Lincoln in August 1644. The 

This page: Tickhill Castle in Tickhill 
on the Nottingham/Yorkshire West 
Riding border, England; May 2017. 
The stone castle dates from the 11th 
century and the gatehouse (top right) 
“is one of the oldest surviving Norman 
gatehouses in England.” Top left: De-
tail of Norman stonework on the 
gatehouse. The castle was taken by 
John Lilburne (1614-1657; son of 
Richard Lilburne, 8th Great-Grand-
uncle) and his 200 dragoons in 1644 
during English Civil War “without a 
shot being fired.”  
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dispute with Manchester was due to Lilburne’s summoning and capturing Tickhill 
Castle against Manchester's orders, and Lilburne was one of Cromwell’s witnesses in his 
charge against Manchester.”  

Quarrels with William Prynne: “Besides the feuds he had with officers in the Army, 
Lilburne soon engaged in a quarrel with two of his former fellow sufferers. On January 
7, 1645, he addressed a letter to William Prynne, attacking the intolerance of the Presby-
terians, and claiming freedom of conscience and freedom of speech for the independents. 
Prynne, bitterly incensed, procured a vote of the Commons summoning Lilburne before 
the committee for examinations (January 17, 1645). When he appeared (May 17, 1645) the 
committee discharged him with a caution. A second time (June 18, 1645) Prynne caused 
Lilburne to be brought before the same committee, on a charge of publishing unlicensed 
pamphlets, but he was again dismissed unpunished. Prynne vented his malice in a couple 
of pamphlets: A Fresh Discovery of prodigious Wandering: Stars and Firebrands, and The 
Liar Confounded, to which Lilburne replied in Innocency and Truth Justified (1645). Dr. 
John Bastwick took a minor part in the same controversy.” 

Agitation: “John Lilburne then began in earnest his campaign of agitation for freeborn 
rights, the rights that all Englishmen are born with, which are different from privileges 
bestowed by a monarch or a government. He also advocated extended suffrage, equality 
before the law, and religious tolerance. His enemies branded him as a Leveller, but Lilburne 
responded that he was a ‘Leveller so-called.’ To him it was a pejorative label which he did 
not like. He called his supporters ‘Agitators.’ It was feared that ‘Levellers’ wanted to level 
property rights, but Lilburne wanted to level human basic rights which he called ‘freeborn 
rights.’  

At the same time that John Lilburne began his campaign, another group led by Gerrard 
Winstanley styling themselves True Levellers (and became known as Diggers), advocated 
equality in property as well as political rights.” 

Putney Debates: “Lilburne was imprisoned from July to October 1645 for denouncing 
Members of Parliament who lived in comfort while the common soldiers fought and died 
for the Parliamentary cause. It was while he was incarcerated that he wrote his tract, 
England’s Birthright Justified.”  

“In July 1646, he was imprisoned in the Tower of London for denouncing his former 
commander the Earl of Manchester as a traitor and Royalist sympathizer. It was the 
campaign to free him from prison which spawned the political party called the Levellers. 
Lilburne called them ‘Levellers so-called’ because he viewed himself as an agitator for 
freeborn rights.” 

“The Levellers had a strong following in the New Model Army with whom his work was 
influential. When the Army held the Putney Debates between October and November 11, 
1647, the debate centered upon a pamphlet influenced by the writings of John Lilburne 
called An Agreement of the People for a firm and present peace upon grounds of common 
right. The events of 1647, where rank and file soldiers organized themselves, under the 
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leadership of the Agitators have been compared to the organization of Soldiers Soviets 
during the Russian Revolution of 1917.” 

Written constitution: “Lilburne was instrumental in the writing of two more editions of 

this famous document. The second was An 
Agreement of the People of England, and the 
places therewith incorporated, for a secure 
and present peace, upon grounds of com-
mon right, freedom and safety, was presented 
to Parliament on September 11, 1648, after 
amassing signatories including about a third 
of all Londoners.” 

“Following the defeat of the Royalists and the abolition of the monarchy and House of 
Lords, England became a commonwealth in 1649 with the regicide of Charles I. It was 
while he was in the Tower of London that John Lilburne, William Walwyn, Thomas Prince 
and Richard Overton wrote the third edition of An Agreement of the Free People of 
England. Tendered as a Peace-Offering to this distressed Nation. They hoped that this 
document would be signed like a referendum so that it would become a written constitution 
for the Commonwealth of England. The late United States Supreme Court Justice Hugo 
Black, who often cited the works of John Lilburne in his opinions, wrote in an article for 
Encyclopedia Britannica that he believed John Lilburne’s constitutional work of 1649 was 
the basis for the basic rights contained in the U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights.” 

On trial for high treason: “When Hugh Peters visited John Lilburne in the Tower on May 
25, 1649, Lilburne told him that he would rather have had seven years under the late king’s 
rule than one under the present regime, and that in his opinion if the current regime 
remained as tyrannical as it was, then people would be prepared to fight for ‘Prince 
Charles.’ Three months later in Outcry of the Apprentices to the Soldiers, Lilburne stated 
that apprentices and soldiers fought to maintain the fundamental constitution of the 

Left: Contemporary hand bill extolling John 
Lilburne (1614-1657) as a champion of truth. 
Above: John Lilburne and his followers were 
called Levellers and some lost their lives for 
thinking differently.   
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Commonwealth and rights of the people in their Parliaments by regulating the Crown not 
against the person of the King.”  

“There had been rumors after the Broadway meeting of January 1648, that Levellers were 
conspiring with Royalists to overthrow the new republic. During the Oxford mutiny this 
was confirmed when Parliament acquired a letter from a Royalist prisoner in the Tower of 
London to Lord Cottington, an advisor in exile with Charles II in France, which suggested 
that the Royalists should finance the Levellers, as a method by which Charles could be 
restored to the throne. Armed with this evidence parliament published a long declaration 
against the Levellers and passed a motion to try Lilburne for high treason, using a court 
similar to that which had tried Charles I. Like the trial of the King sentence would be passed 
by appointed commissioners (forty for Lilburne’s trial), but unlike the King (who had no 
peers) a jury of 12 would decide on Lilburne’s guilt or innocence. The trial took place in 
the London Guildhall. It started on October 24, 1649, and lasted two days. When the jury 
found him not guilty, the public shouted their approval so loudly and for so long that it was 
another half an hour before the proceedings could be formally closed.”  

“Lilburne was not released immediately and was held for a further two weeks before pres-
sure from the populace and some friends in Parliament finally secured his release. Although 
some members of parliament were irked at Lilburne’s release, Parliament had succeeded 
in suppressing open Leveller dissent. The Levellers gave up all attempts to rouse the 
country and army to open rebellion, and started to conspire ineffectually in secret.” 

1649-1651: “So far as politics was concerned, Lilburne for the next two years remained 
quiet. He was elected on December 21, 1649, a common councilman for the city of Lon-
don, but on the 26th his election was declared void by Parliament, although he had taken 
the required oath to be faithful to the commonwealth. No disposition, however, was shown 
to persecute him. On December 22, 1648, he had obtained an ordinance granting him 
£3,000, in compensation for his sufferings, from the Star Chamber, the money being made 
payable from the forfeited estates of various Royalists in the county of Durham. As this 
source had proved insufficient, Lilburne, by the aid of Marten and Cromwell, obtained 
another ordinance (July 30, 1650), charging the remainder of the sum on confiscated chap-
ter-lands, and thus became owner of some of the lands of the Durham chapter.”  

“Ever since 1644, when he found himself prevented by the monopoly of the merchant 
adventurers from embarking in the cloth trade, Lilburne had advocated the release of trade 
from the restrictions of chartered companies and monopolists. He now took up the case of 
the soap-makers, and wrote petitions for them demanding the abolition of the excise on 
soap, and apparently became a soap manufacturer himself. The tenants of the manor of 
Epworth held themselves wronged by enclosures which had taken place under the schemes 
fur draining Hatfield Chase and the Isle of Axholme. Lilburne took up their cause, assisted 
by his friend, John Wildman, and headed a riot (October 19, 1650), by means of which the 
commoners sought to obtain possession of the disputed lands. His zeal was not entirely dis-
interested, as he was to have two thousand acres for himself and Wildman if the claimants 
succeeded. John Morris, alias Poyntz, complained of being swindled out of some proper-
ties by potent enemies, with the assistance of John Browne, late clerk to the House of Lords. 
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Lilburne, who had exerted himself on behalf of Morris as far back as 1648, now actively 
took up his cause again.”  

“Much more serious in its consequences was Lilburne’s adoption of the quarrel of his 
uncle, George Lilburne, with 
Sir Arthur Hesilrige. In 1649, 
Lilburne had published a 
violent attack on Hesilrige, 
whom he accused of ob-
structing the payment of the 
money granted him by the 
parliamentary ordinance of 
December 28, 1648. George 
Lilburne’s quarrel with Hesilrige 
was caused by a dispute about 
the possession of certain col-
lieries in Durham—also origi-
nally the property of Roy-
alist delinquents—from which 
he had been ejected by Hes-
ilrige in 1649. In 1651 the 
committee for compounding 
delinquents’ estates had con-
firmed Hesilrige’s decision. 
John Lilburne intervened with 
a violent attack on Hesilrige 
and the committee, terming 
them ‘unjust and unworthy 
men, fit to be spewed out of all human society, and deserving worse than to be hanged.’ He 
next joined with Josiah Primat—the person from whom George Lilburne asserted that he 
had bought the collieries—and presented to parliament, on December 23, 1651, a petition 
repeating; and specifying the charges against Hesilrige. Parliament thereupon appointed a 
committee of fifty members to examine witnesses and documents; who reported on 
January 16, 1652, that the petition was ‘false, malicious, and scandalous.’ Lilburne was 
sentenced to pay a fine of £3,000, to the state, and damages of £2,000, to Hesilrige, and 
£500 apiece to four members of the Committee for Compounding with Delinquents.” 

“In addition John Lilburne was sentenced to be banished for life, and an Act of Parliament 
for that purpose was passed on January 30, 1652.”  

Exile in the Netherlands: “Lilburne spent his exile in the Netherlands at Bruges and else-
where, where he published a vindication of himself, and an attack on the government. In 
his hostility to the army leaders Lilburne had often contrasted the present governors unfav-
orably with Charles I. Now he frequented the society of cavaliers of note, such Lords 
Hopton, Colepeper, and Percy. If he were furnished with ten thousand pounds, he under-
took to overthrow Cromwell, the Parliament, and the Council of State, within six months. 

Above: Some Levellers advocated common ownership of land, 
but John Lilburne did not. Here is a depiction of famers being 
attacked for trying to use the commons of their town. 
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‘I know not,’ he was heard to say, ‘why I should not vye with Cromwell, since I had once 
as great a power as he had, and greater too, and am as good a gentleman.’ But with the 
exception of the Duke of Buckingham, none of the royalists placed any confidence in him.”  

Return, trial and imprisonment: “The news of 
the expulsion of the Rump in April 1653 excited 
Lilbume’s hopes of returning to England. Count-
ing on Cromwell’s placid disposition, he boldly 
applied to him for a pass to return to England, 
and, when it was not granted, came over without 
one on June 14. The government at once arrested 
him, and lodged him in Newgate, whence he 
continued to importune Cromwell for his pro-
tection, and to promise to live quietly if he might 
stay in England. His trial began at the Old Bailey 
on July 13, and concluded with his acquittal on 
August 20. As usual Lilburne contested every 
step with the greatest pertinacity. ‘He performed 
the great feat which no one else ever achieved, 
of extorting from the court a copy of his in-
dictment, in order that be might put it before 
counsel, and be instructed as to the objections he 
might take against it.’ Throughout the trial 
popular sympathy was on his side. Petitions on 
his behalf were presented to parliament, so 
strongly worded that the petitioners were com-
mitted to prison. Crowds flocked to see him 
tried; threats of a rescue were freely uttered; and 
tickets were circulated with the legend: ‘And 
what, shall then honest John Lilburne die? / 
Three-score thousand will know the reason why.’”  

“The government filled London with troops, but 
in spite of their officers, the soldiers shouted and 
sounded their trumpets when they heard that 
Lilburne was acquitted. Such was his popularity 
that two medals were struck in celebration of his 

acquittal. The government, however, declined to leave Lilburne at large. The jurymen were 
summoned before the Council of State, and the Council of State was ordered to secure 
Lilburne. On August 28 he was transferred from Newgate Prison to the Tower of London, 
and the Lieutenant of the Tower was instructed by parliament to refuse obedience to any 
writ of habeas corpus. On March 16, 1654, the Council ordered that he should be removed 
to Mount Orgueil Castle, Jersey. Colonel Robert Gibbon, the governor, complained that he 
gave more trouble than ten cavaliers.”  

“The Protector offered Lilburne his liberty if he declined to act against the government, but  

Above: John Lilburne “coined the term 
‘freeborn rights,’ defining them as rights 
with which every human being is born, as 
opposed to rights bestowed by govern-
ment or human law.” These ideas of basic 
inherit rights that all men are born with 
as taught by John Lilburne were adopted 
by the authors of the Constitution of the 
United States. The right to face your 
accusers and the right to remain silent 
were among the ideas propounded by 
John Lilburne.      
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he answered that he would own no way for his liberty but the way of the law. Lilburne’s 
health suffered from his confinement, and in 1654 his death was reported and described. 
His wife and father petitioned for his release, and in October 1655 he was brought back to 
England and lodged in Dover Castle.”  

Quakerism and death: “In 1656, he was allowed to leave Dover Castle during the daytime 
to visit his wife and children, who had settled in Dover. It was here that Lilburne met Luke 
Howard, a Quaker whose serenity impressed him and began the process of his own con-
version. Lilburne declared himself a convert to the tenets of the Quakers, and announced 
his conversion in a letter to his wife. General Fleetwood showed a copy of this letter to the 
Protector, who was at first inclined to regard it merely as a politic device to escape im-
prisonment. When Cromwell was convinced that Lilburne really intended to live peace-
ably, he released him on parole from prison, and seems to have continued till his death the 
pension of 40s. a week allowed him for his maintenance during his imprisonment. Later 
he was permitted to stay away from prison for several days at a time and took to visiting 
Quaker congregations in Kent.”  

“In the summer of 1657, while visiting his wife, who was expecting their tenth child, 
Lilburne died at Eltham August 29, 1657, and was buried at Moorfields, ‘in the new 
church-yard adjoining to Bedlam.’” 

“On January 21, 1659, Elizabeth Lilburne petitioned Richard Cromwell for the discharge 
of the fine imposed on her husband by the act of January 30, 1652, and her request was 
granted. Parliament on a similar petition recommended the repealing of the act, and the 
recommendation was carried by the restored Long Parliament on August 15, 1659.” 

Family: “Lilburne married Elizabeth, daughter of Henry Dewell. During his imprisonment 
in 1649 he lost two sons, but a daughter and other children survived him.” 

Importance: “Charles Harding Firth writing in the Dictionary of National Biography 
considered Lilburne’s political importance easy to explain: In a revolution where others 
argued about the respective rights of King and Parliament, he spoke always of the rights of 
the people. His dauntless courage and his powers of speech made him the idol of the people. 
With Coke’s ‘Institutes’ in his hand he was willing to tackle any tribunal. He was ready to 
assail any abuse at any cost to himself, but his passionate egotism made him a dangerous 
champion, and he continually sacrificed public causes to personal resentments. It would be 
unjust to deny that he had a real sympathy with sufferers from oppression or misfortune; 
even when he was himself an exile he could interest himself in the distresses of English 
prisoners of war, and exert the remains of his influence to get them relieved. In his con-
troversies he was credulous, careless about the truth of his charges, and insatiably vindic-
tive. He attacked in turn all constituted authorities—lords, commons, council of state, and 
council of officers—and quarrelsome though he was, it is fair to note that he never fell out 
with his closer comrades, Walwyn and Overton. A life of Lilburne published in 1657 
supplies this epitaph: ‘Is John departed, and is Lilburne gone! / Farewell to Lilburne, and 
farewell to John... / But lay John here, lay Lilburne here about, / For if they ever meet they 
will fall out.’”  
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Images: “There are the following contemporary portraits of Lilburne:  

1. an oval, by G. Glover, prefixed to ‘The Christian Man’s Trial.’ 1641. 
2. the same portrait republished in 1646, with prison bars across the face to represent 

Lilburne’s imprisonment. 
3. a full length representing Lilburne’ pleading at the bar with Coke’s ‘Institutes’ in 

his hand; prefixed to ‘The Trial of Lieut. Col. John Lilburne, by Theodorus Varax, 
1649.” (Wikipedia) 

Bartholomew Lilburne, Tenth Great-Grandfather 
 

Bartholomew Lilburne (10th Great-Grandfather; 1512-1562) was born circa 1512 at 
Auckland, Durham, England, the son of Henry Lilburne and Ann Rushworth.  

 

“He married ?, daughter of Hildreth circa 1537 and they had the following children: John  
(9th Great-Grandfather; born 1538), Agnes (born circa 1546), George, Isabel, Margaret, 
and Nicholas.  
 
“Attended the Field of the Cloth of Gold according to Biography of Free-born John 
Lilburne.” 

“According to ‘Free-Born John, A Biography of John Lilborne’ by Pauline Gregg—Bar-
tholomew held Thickley at 1 knights fee of 40s a year. It consisted of 200 acres of arable 
land, 100 acres of meadow and 200 acres of pasture, with 2 messuages.” 

Above: The Field of the Cloth of Gold, oil painting of circa 1545 in the Royal Collection at 
Hampton Court. June 7-24, 1520, King Henry VIII of England and King Frances I of France 
met near Calais, France, to reconfirm a non-aggression pact that they had signed in 1518. 
Bartholomew Lilburne (10th Great-Grandfather; circa 1512-1562) was present at this grand 
meeting of the two monarchs.      
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“He died 1562.”  

“Bartholomew bequeathed a splendid body armor to his sons. He left an inventory which 
included farm and household goods and animals. These included 6 kine with calves, or in 

calf, 29 wetheres and ewes, 14 hogs, 
a sow and three pigs, and a mare with 
her follower. There was a quantity of 
wheat, oats and rye, fifteen acres of 
growing wheat, and-the most substantial item-eight oxen, valued at £15, 6s 8d, a team 
which would probably plough the 200 acres of arable.” (Past and Present, by Janet Mc-
Neilly) 
 
 

Above: Alnwick Castle in North-
umberland, one of the great castles 
of Northern England. John Lilburn 
(14th Great-Granduncle) was Con-
stable of Alnwick Castle. The first 
parts of the castle were built about 
1096. Today it is the seat of the Duke 
of Northumberland and as of 2012 
receives 800,000 visitors per year. 
Right: Alnwick Castle by Canaletto 
(1697-1768), circa 1750.  
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Henry Lilburne, Eleventh Great-Grandfather 
 

Henry Lilburne (11th Great-Grandfather) was born circa 1480, the son of Alexander Lil- 

burne. He married Ann Rushworth and had two known children: William (died 1559) 
and Bartholomew (1512-1562). (Lilburne of Thickley Pedigree)  
 

Alexander Lilburne, Twelfth Great-Grandfather 
Alexander Lilburne (12th Great-Grandfather) of Thickley, England, was born about 1460, 
the son of Richard Lilburne. He had four known children: Thomas Lilburne (died in 1526), 
Henry Lilburne (born circa 1480), Margaret Lilburne, and Agnes Lilburne (Lilburne of 
Thickley Pedigree).  
 

Richard Lilburne, Thirteenth Great-Grandfather 
 
Richard Lilburne (13th Great-Grandfather) of Thickley, England, was born circa 1435, 
the son of William Lilburne. He had a son: Alexander Lilburne (born about 1460), and 
possibly a son named Thomas Lilburne (Lilburne of Thickley Pedigree).  
 

William Lilburne, Fourteenth Great-Grandfather 

William Lilburne (14th Great-Grandfather) of Thickley, England, was the son of Sir John  

Above: Mitford Castle in Mitford, Northumberland, England, which dates from the end of the 
11th century. Sir John de Lilburn (17th Great-Grandfather; 1279-1355) was appointed Con-
stable of Mitford Castle in 1316.  
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Lilburne. He had one known son: Richard Lilburne (born circa 1535). According to 

“Free-born John Lilburne,” by Paul-
ine Gregg: “In 1434, another William, 
brother of the Constable of Alnwick 
Castle, received by grant of Robert 
Ogle of Bothell ‘the manors of Thick-
ley Punchardon and Shildon, of Durham and all messuages, lands, etc. there.’” (Past 
and Present, by Janet McNeilly) 

 John Lilburne, Fifteenth Great-Grandfather 
 

John Lilburne (15th Great-Grandfather) of Thickley, Punchardon, England, had two sons 
(according to the Lilburne of Thickley Pedigree—visitations in 1575, 1615, and 1666): 
William Lilburne of Thickley (14th Great-Grandfather) and John Lilburne, Constable of 
Alnwick Castle. 

Above: Lilburn Tower, seen from the 
edge of the outer bailey of Dunstan-
burgh Castle. Sir John de Lilburn (17th 
Great-Grandfather; 1279-1355) was ap-
pointed Constable of Dunstanburgh 
Castle in 1323 and “built the famous 
Lilburn tower, part of which is still 
standing.” 
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 Sir John Lilburne III, Sixteenth Great-Grandfather 
 
Sir John Lilburne (16th Great-Grandfather) “was born in 1328 and knighted.” He was 

called to Parliament on November 12, 1384, 
and was residing at Shawdon, England, on 
February 22, 1387, when a son was born.   

“Sir John rode to Alnwick and invited Henry 
Percy, first Earl of Northumberland, and the 
Abbot of Alnwick Abbey to be the child’s 
godparents. The Earl was actually present at 
the child’s baptism at Bolton church–evi-
dence of the family’s powerful connections. 
The grandson of this Sir John became Constable 
of that very Alnwick Castle to which his 
grandfather had ridden in 1387 to summon a 
Percy to a Lilburn baptism."  

Sir John Lilburne II, 
Seventeenth Great-

Grandfather  

John of Lilburn (17th Great-Grandfather; 
1279-1355) “in the early 14th century, raised 
the family both to fame and to the ranks of the 
great landowners. He was the nephew and 
heir of Christine of Lilburn, through whom he 
inherited ‘livery of the manor of Lilburn as 
one knight’s fee’ on October 26th 1324. He 
was knighted, becoming the first Sir John 

Lilburn, at the King’s Court on Christmas 1315, and a few months later was appointed 
Constable of Mitford Castle. He added considerably to his lands, including the barony of 
Stamford and Dunstanburgh, and was appointed Constable of Dunstanburgh Castle in 
1323, where he built the famous Lilburn tower, part of which is still standing. He was 
Commissioner of Array in Northumberland in 1325 and sheriff of Northumberland from 
1327 to 1329.” 

“Sir John married Lady Constance de Lilburn (1298-1366) in 1319 and their daughter, 
also named Constance (1320-1349), married Alan de Heaton of the Heaton family in 
1350. In a second marriage, to Lady Beatrice de Beauchamp (17th Great-Grand-
mother; 1280-1347), in 1328 John de Lilburne II (16th Great-Grandfather) was born, 
who was also knighted.”  

His mother, Idonea de Vieuxpont (or Vipont) (18th Great-Grandmother; 1255-1333), 

Above: “Pedigree document regarding the 
Lilburne line of Thickley manor, from Sir 
William de Lilburne (possible 19th Great-
Grandfather) to John ‘Freeborn’ (son of 
Richard Lilburne (8th Great-Granduncle) 
following visitations in 1575, 1615 and 1666.” 
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was the daughter of Robert de Vieuxpont, Baron of Westmoreland (19th Great-
Grandfather); Idonea owned Pendragon Castle and founded St Mary’s Outhgill in 

Mallerstang, Cumbria (northeast England). Idonea 
was also the sister of Isabell Clifford. 

(“Vipont [alias Vieuxpont] is the name of a prominent 
family in the history of Westmorland. According to 
Thomas the name originated in France before 1066 as 
Vieuxpont [‘Old Bridge], Latinized to de Vetere Ponte 
[‘from the Old Bridge’], with alternative spellings 
Vezpont, Veepon, Vexpont, Vypont, Vispont, Vypunt, 
Vespont, Vipond, Vypond, Voypond, Veepond, Vippond, 
Vipon, Vipan, Vipen, etc. The Vipont family bore arms: 
Gules, six annulets or 3:2:1, later quartered by Baron 
Clifford.) 

Sir John Lilburne II may be the son of William Lilburne, who was the son of Sir William 
Lilburne, Warden of the Middle Marches, as shown in the Lilburne of Thickley Pedigree.  

Top right: Arms of Vipont. Left: 
Pendragon Castle, which was 
owned by Lady Idonea de Vieux-
pont (18th Great-Grandmother), 
which was built in the 12th cen-
tury. After the death of her hus-
band, Roger de Lilburn (18th 
Great-Grandfather), Idonea “spent 
much of her remaining years 
living in the castle, until her 
death in 1334.” Above: Map 
made of Westmorland (in north-
east England) in 1610 by John 
Speede. The arrow points to Pen-
dragon Castle.  
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There is also evidence that Sir John Lilburne may be the son of Roger (or Robert) de 
Leybourne of the Leybourne variant of the Lilburn name, historically associated with 
the county of Kent. 

Idonea de Vieuxpont, 
Eighteenth Great-

Grandmother  

Idonea de Vieuxpont (or Vipont) 
(18th Great-Grandmother; 1255-1333) 
was born circa 1255 in Westmor-
land, England, and died November 
10, 1333, in Kent County, England. 
She was the daughter of Robert de 
Vieuxpont, Baron of Westmor-
land (19th Great-Grandfather) and 

Isabel Fitz Geoffry (19th Great-Grand-
mother). She had one known sister: Isabel 
Vipont Clifford.   

Idonea married first, Sir John Cromwell, 
Knight, and second, Robert Leybourne (18th Great-Grandfather). She and Robert had 
three known children: Sir John Leybourne/Lilburne, Knight, Anne Leybourne, and 
Richard Leybourne.  

“After the death of her husband, Roger de Lilburn, Idonea spent much of her remaining 
years living in Pendragon Castle,” which she owned “Lady Idonea founded the church 
of St Mary in the nearby hamlet of Outhgill in circa 1311.” Outhgill is located one mile 

Top: St. Mary’s Church in Outhgill, which is 
about a mile south of Pendragon Castle. Lady 
Idonea de Veteripont (18th Great-Grand-
mother), founded the church of St Mary, circa 
1311. Above and left: Shap Abbey located near 
Shap, Cumbria, England, where Isabel de 
Vipont Clifford (18th Great-Grandaunt; 1254-
1292) and her parents, Robert de Vieuxpont 
(1230-1264) and Isabel Fitz John Vieuxpont 
(1233-1301) (19th Great-Grandparents) were 
buried. The abbey dates from 1199.  
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south of Pendragon Castle, which is in Mallerstang, Cumbria (northeast England). The 
castle was once owned by Sir Hugh de Morville, Lord of Westmorland—one of the four 
knights who murdered St Thomas Becket in 1170. “A nearby high-point on Mallerstang 
Edge is named after him, as Hugh Seat.” (Wikipedia—Pendragon Castle)    

Robert de Vieuxpont, Nineteenth Great-Grandfather  

Robert de Vieuxpont, Baron of Westmoreland (19th Great-Grandfather) was born 1230 

in Penrith, Eden District, Cumbria, England, and died June 7, 1264, in Penrith. He was the 
son of John de Vieuxpont and Sibyl de Ferrieres (20th Great-Grandparents). Robert 
married Isabel Fitz John (19th Great-Grandmother) about 1250 and had two known 
daughters:  Isabel de Vieuxpont (also spelled Vipont) and Idonea de Vieuxpont.  

Isabel (Lady of Appleby de Vipont (18th Gr eat-Grandaunt; circa 1254-1292) “was born  

Above: Brougham Castle, which was built in the north part of a Roman fort, near the con-
fluence of the River Eamont and River Lowther, two miles southeast of Penrith, Cumbria, in 
Northeast England. Robert de Vieuxpont (19th Great-Grandfather; 1230-1264) was born here in 
1230 and died here in 1264. The castle was founded by his grandfather, Robert de Vieuxpont 
21st Great-Grandfather; died 1227/1228).  
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circa 1254 in Oxfordshire, England. She is the daughter of Robert de Vipont and Isabel 
FitzJohn. She married Sir Roger ‘the Younger’ de Clifford, son of Sir Roger ‘the Elder’ de 
Clifford and Hawise Botterell, in 1269 in Clifford Castle, Herefordshire, England. Roger 
and Isabel are the parents of Robert (1st Lord and 1st Baron Clifford; born April 1, 1274; 
died June 24, 1314) de Clifford. She died May 14, 1292, and was buried in Shap Abbey, 
Shap, Cumbria, England” (Find a Grave). 

Robert de Vieuxpont, Twenty-first Great-Grandfather  

Robert de Vieuxpont (21st Great-Grandfather) “was an Anglo-Norman landowner and 

administrator in the north of 
England.”  

Origins: “He was born the younger son of William de Vieuxpont and his wife, Maude 
de Morville (22nd Great-Grandparents). 

Career: “He entered royal service and was initially employed in Normandy as a paymaster 
of troops and director of military works, including those on Rouen Castle. He was rewarded 
in February 1203 by being given custody of Appleby Castle and Brough Castle, to which 
the lordship of Westmorland was added a month later, together with the office of Sheriff 
of Westmorland, to be held in perpetuity by his heirs.” “ 

After returning from Normandy with King John in late 1203 Vieuxpont became increas- 

Above: Appleby Castle in Cumbria, Northeast England, 
with Caesar’s Tower (top right), circa 1170. It was granted 
to Robert de Vieuxpont 21st Great-Grandfather; died 1227/-
1228) in 1203 by King John. It passed through his grand-
daughter, Isabel de Vipont (19th Great-Grandaunt), to the 
Clifford family for 400 years. Right: Nottingham Castle.  
Robert de Vieuxpont was given control of Nottingham 
Castle by King John. The royal treasury was stored here, 
showing how much the king trusted Robert.      
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ingly involved in northern administration. In October 1204 he became High Sheriff of 
Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire and the Royal Forests including control of Nottingham 
Castle, an important power base and store of the royal treasury. In 1206 he was a justice 

and assessor of tallage in the northern counties, in 
1207 he was given custody of the See of York, and in April 1208 custody of the See of 
Durham. From 1210 to 1216 he was Sheriff of Devon and from 1210-1213 Sheriff of Wilts 
hire. He was highly trusted by King John, who put in his care both his treasury, his son 
Richard and his niece Eleanor, Fair Maid of Brittany. In 1216 he was also entrusted with 
the custody of Cumberland Castle and Carlisle Castle and from 1217 to 1222 was appoint-
ed made Sheriff of Cumberland. He successfully defended his extensive landholdings from 
Scottish depredation, and built Brougham Castle in the process.” 

Marriage and children: “In 1213 he married Idonea de Builli, the daughter of John de 
Builli, a descendant of Roger de Busli, which match brought him more land and honors. 
By Idonea he had children:  

• John Vipont (died 1242), who left children: 

o John Vipont (died 1241). 
o Robert de Vieuxpont (died 1264), who died from wounds received at the 

Battle of Lewes (1264) fighting on the side of Simon de Montfort. Follow-
ing the defeat of de Montfort at the Battle of Evesham in 1265 and the 
return of King Henry III to power, Robert II’s estate was seized by the 
Crown, but was later returned as part of a settlement with the reform 
leaders, and the Vieuxpont inheritance was divided in moieties between the 
daughters and co-heiresses of Robert II, Isabella and Idonea. On the death 
of Idonea Vipont her moiety was regained by Isabella’s husband Roger de 
Clifford, who thenceforth held one of the greatest northern lordships, 
ancestor of Robert de Clifford, 1st Baron de Clifford (circa 1274–1314), 
Feudal baron of Skipton. 

Above: Brough Castle in Cumbria, Northeast 
England. Right: The ruined keep at Brough Cas-
tle. Robert de Vieuxpont 21st Great-Grandfather; 
died 1227/1228) was given Brough Castle in 1203 
by King John. Like Appleby Castle, it passed 
through his granddaughter, Isabel de Vipont (19th 
Great-Grandaunt), to the Clifford family.  
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• Christiana Vipont, whom her father married off to his ward Thomas de Greystoke, 
son and heir of William de Greystoke, baron of Greystoke in Cumberland.” 

Death: “In 1227 he bequeathed his body and his estate at Wycombe in Buckingham-
shire, to the Knights Templar, and died at some time before February 1, 1228.” (Wiki-
pedia) 

Isabel Fitz John, Nineteenth Great-Grandmother  

Isabel Fitz John (19th Great-Grandmother; 1233-1301) “was born in, Shere, Surrey, Eng-
land, to John Fitz Geoffrey, Lord Kirtling, Justicar of England and Isabel Bigod” (20th 
Great-Grandparents).  

“Isabel married Sir Robert de Vipont, Lord of Appleby, about 1259 in Essex County, 
England, son of Sir John de Vipont, Lord of Appleby, and de Ferrers (possibly Sybil de 
Ferrers) (“born July 25, 1216, in Derby, Derbyshire, England; died circa 1247;” daughter 
of William de Ferrers, 4th Earl of Derby). Robert and Isabel Fitz John had two daughters: 
Isabel, who married Roger de Clifford; and Idoine, wife of Roger de Leybourn and John 
de Cromwell.” 

“Isabel FitzJohn Vipoint died in Shap, Cumbria, England, and is buried at Shap Abbey. 
Shap Abbey stands in a picturesque setting by the River Lowther, with nothing nearby to 
interrupt the beauty of the lonely and unfrequented site, half a mile west of Shap.” (Find a 
Grave) 

William de Ferrers, Twenty-first Great-Grandfather  

William de Ferrers, 4th Earl of Derby (21st Great-Grandfather; circa 1168–circa 1247) 
“was a favorite of King John of England. He succeeded to the estate (but not the title) upon 
the death of his father, William de Ferrers, 3rd Earl of Derby, at the Siege of Acre in 
1190. He was head of a family which controlled a large part of Derbyshire which included 
an area known as Duffield Frith.” 

“He adopted his father’s allegiance to King Richard as the reigning king. On Richard’s 
return from the Third Crusade, in the company of David Ceannmhor and the Earl of Ches-
ter he played a leading role in besieging Nottingham Castle, on March 28, 1194, which 
was being held by supporters of Prince John. For seven weeks after this he held the position 
of Sheriff of Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire.”  

“On the accession of John after the death of his brother, in 1199, William gave him his 
allegiance, and became a great favorite. He restored to the de Ferrars’ family the title of 
Earl of Derby, along with the right to the ‘third penny,’ and soon afterwards bestowed upon 
him the manors of Ashbourne and Wirksworth, with the whole of that wapentake, subject 
to a fee farm rent of £70 per annum.” 
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“When, in 1213, John surrendered his kingdoms of England and Ireland to the Pope, Wil-
liam was one of the witnesses to the ‘Bulla Aurea.’ In the following year William gave 
surety on behalf of the king for the payment of a yearly tribute of 1,000 marks.” 

“In the same year, 1214, the King granted the Earl the royal castle of Harestan (Horsley 
Castle). William was a patron of at least 2 abbeys and 4 priories. In 1216, John made him 
bailiff of the Peak Forest and warden of the Peak Castle.” 

“In that year, John was succeeded by the nine-year-old Henry III. Because of continuing 
discontent about John’s violations of the Magna Carta, some of the barons had approached 
Prince Louis of France who invaded in that year. William Marshal, 1st Earl of Pembroke 
acting on behalf of the young King, sought to repel the invaders and pacify the barons. His 
forces, with the assistance of de Ferrers, the Earl of Chester and others, defeated the rebels 
at the siege of Lincoln.” 

“De Ferrers was allowed to retain the royal castles of Bolsover, Peak and Horston (Horsley) 
until the King’s 14th birthday. The latter had been given him in 1215 as a residence for his 
wife during his planned absence with the King on Crusade, and the Earl was among those 
who made representation to the King, which would in 1258 led to the Provisions of Ox-
ford.” 

“Henry reached his fourteenth birthday in 1222 and his administration sought to recover 
the three royal castles, to de Ferrers’ indignation. In 1254 they would pass to Edward I, 
Henry’s son, exacerbating Robert’s, the sixth earl, resentment against the prince.”  

“He married Agnes of Chester, sister of Ranulph de Blondeville, 4th Earl of Chester, for 
55 years. As the Earl advanced in years he became a martyr to severe attacks of the gout, 
a disease which terminated his life in the year 1247. He was succeeded by his elder son, 
also William, the Fifth Earl of Derby.” 

Family and children:  

1. “William de Ferrers, 5th Earl of Derby. 
2. Sir Thomas de Ferrers of Chartley Ferrers. 
3. Sir Hugh de Ferrers, of Bugbrooke, Northamptonshire, died shortly before 

August 10, 1257. He married _____, sister of Roger de Mohaut, Steward of 
Chester. They had one daughter, Cecily de Ferrers, wife of John de Oddingseles 
and Godfrey de Beaumont, Knight, of Drayton and Scarning, Norfolk, Grim-
ston, Suffolk, etc.).  

4. Robert de Ferrers. 
5. Ranulph de Ferrers, parson of St. Michael’s on the Wyre, Lancashire. 
6. Bertha de Ferrers married (1st) Thomas de Furnival, of Worksop, Notting-

hamshire, and Sheffield, Yorkshire; (2nd) Ralph le Bigod, Knight, of Settring-
ton, Yorkshire. 

7. Agnes de Ferrers married Richard de Montfitchet. 
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8. _____ de Ferrers married Sir John de Vipont, of Appleby and Brough under 
Stainmoor, Westmorland.” (Wikipedia)  

William de Ferrers, Twenty-second Great-Grandfather  

William de Ferrers, 3rd Earl of Derby (22nd Great-Grandfather; died 1190) “was a 12th-            

century English Earl who resided in Tut-
bury Castle in Staffordshire and was head 
of a family which controlled a large part of 
Derbyshire known as Duffield Frith. He 
was also a Knight Templar.”  

“William was the son of Robert de Ferrers, 
2nd Earl of Derby (23rd Great-Grandfather) 
and his wife, Margaret Peverel. He suc-
ceeded his father as Earl of Derby in 1162. 
He was married to Sybil, the daughter of William de Braose, 3rd Lord of Bramber and 
Bertha of Hereford.” 

“William de Ferrers was one of the earls who joined the rebellion against King Henry 
II of England led by Henry's eldest son, Henry the Younger, in the Revolt of 1173–1174, 
sacking the town of Nottingham. Robert de Ferrers II, his father, had supported Stephen 
of England and, although Henry II had accepted him at court, he had denied the title of 
earl of Derby to him and his son. In addition, William had a grudge against Henry 
because he believed he should have inherited the lands of Peveril Castle through his 

Above: Tutbury Castle in Staffordshire, 
England. Right: The North Tower of Tut-
bury Castle by Vampire Bait. Mary Queen 
of Scots was imprisoned here “for some 
time.” William de Ferrers, 3rd Earl of Derby 
(22nd Great-Grandfather; died 1190) resided 
at Tutbury Castle and made it “his head-
quarters.” He went with King Richard on 
the Third Crusade and died at the Siege 
of Acre in 1190. Right: Medieval depiction 
of the Siege of Acre.     
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mother. These, King Henry had previously confiscated in 1155 when William Peverel 
fell into disfavor.” 

“With the failure of the revolt, de Fer-
rers was taken prisoner by King Henry, 
at Northampton on the July 31, 1174, 
along with the King of Scots and the 
earls of Chester and Lincoln, along with a number of his Derbyshire underlings and 
was held at Caen. He was deprived of his castles at Tutbury and Duffield and both 
were put out of commission (and possibly Pilsbury). In addition to defray the costs of 
the war Henry levied a so-called ‘Forest Fine’ of 200 marks.”  

“He seems to have afterwards regained the confidence of Henry II., and he showed his 
fidelity to the next Sovereign, (King Richard I), by accompanying him in his expedition 
to the Holy Land, and joined the Third Crusade and died at the Siege of Acre in 1190.”  

“He was succeeded by his son William de Ferrers , 4th Earl of Derby.” (Wikipedia) 

This page: Effigies of Robert de Ferrers (died 
1162) and his wife, Margaret Peveral (circa 1114-
1154) (23rd Great-Grandparents), in Merevale 
Abbey, which was built by Robert de Ferrers in 
Merevale, Warwickshire, England, in 1148.    
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Robert de Ferrers, Twenty-third Great-Grandfather  

Robert de Ferrers, 2nd Earl of Derby (23rd Great-Grandfather; died 1162) “a younger, 
but eldest surviving, son of Robert de Ferrers, 1st Earl of Derby and his wife Hawise, 

succeeded his father as Earl of Derby in 1139 (William, his elder brother, having been 
murdered in London some time before). He was head of a family which controlled a large 
part of Derbyshire including an area later known as Duffield Frith.” 

“Little is known of Robert’s life, other than his generosity to the church. In 1148, he estab-
lished Merevale Abbey in Warwickshire, England, where he requested to be buried in an 
ox hide. The stone effigies of Robert and his wife, Margaret Peverel, lie in the gatehouse 
chapel of Merevale Abbey, near the village of Atherstone.”  

“He founded the Priory of Derby, which later moved to Darley Abbey, and its Abbot was 
granted many privileges in Duffield Forest and Chase.”  

“He continued his father’s attempts to play a role in the civil war commonly called The 
Anarchy that arose because of the contesting claims of Empress Matilda and Stephen of 

Above: Depiction of Harold Godwinson (second left) at the Battle of Hastings (October 14, 1066) 
on the Bayeux Tapestry (circa 1070). William Peverel (25th Great-Grandfather; 1040-circa 1115) 
and Henry de Ferrieres (25th Great-Grandfather) certainly fought with William the Conqueror at 
Hastings as evidenced by the large number of manors that they were awarded by the king after the 
Conquest of England.     
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England. The family’s support for Stephen led to him being awarded the revenues of the 
Borough of Derby in 1139, though in 1149 Stephen then granted the Borough to the Earl 
of Chester.” 

He finally threw in his lot with the future Henry II after Tutbury Castle was besieged in 
1153. However, when Henry came to the throne in 1154, he withdrew de Ferrers’ right to 
use the title of Earl or to receive the ‘third penny’ on the profits of the county.” 

“He died in 1162 and was succeeded by his son William de Ferrers, 3rd Earl of Derby.” 
(Wikipedia) 

William Peverel, Twenty-fourth Great-Grandfather  

William “the Younger” Peverel (24th Great-Grandfather; 1080–1155) “was the son of 
William Peverel (1040-circa 1115; a Norman knight that was grated lands in England 
following the Norman Conquest; he was a favorite of William the Conqueror and greatly 
honored, receiving from the king as his reward over a hundred manors in central England; 
he built Peveril Castle and “is amongst the people explicitly recorded in the Domesday 
Book as having built castles.” By 1086 the Domesday Book records that he held 162 
manors). He lived in Nottingham, England.”  

Above: The keep of Peveril Castle in Castleton, Derbyshire, England. The castle was founded by 
William Peverel (25th Great-Grandfather; circa 1040-circa 1115) “between the Norman Conquest 
of 1066 and its first recorded mention in the Domesday Survey of 1086.” The castle and town 
became the center of his barony. King Henry II took royal possession of Peveril Castle and made 
visits here in 1157, 1158, and 1164. He hosted King Malcolm IV of Scotland here in 1157.   
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“He married Avicia de Lancaster (1088–circa 1150) in La Marche, Normandy, France. 
She was the daughter of William de Lancaster I and Countess Gundred de Warenne, 
daughter of William de Warenne, 2nd Earl of Surrey. In 1114, she bore a daughter, 
Margaret Peverel (23rd Great-Grandmother). Another member of his family, Maude 

Peverel (a sister or daughter) was by 
1120 the first wife of Robert fitz 
Martin.” 

“William inherited the Honour of 
Peverel.” 

“He was a principal supporter of 
King Stephen, and a commander in 
the Battle of the Standard. He was 
captured at The Battle of Lincoln.”  

“King Henry II dispossessed Wil-
liam of the Honour in 1153, for con-
spiring to poison the Earl of Ches-
ter—though historians speculate that 
the King wished to punish him for 
his ‘wickedness and treason’ in sup-
porting King Stephen. The Earl died 
before he took possession of the 
Honour, and it stayed in the Crown 
for about a half century.” (Wikipedia) 

Robert de Ferrers, 
Twenty-fourth Great-

Grandfather  

Robert de Ferrers, 1st Earl of Derby 
(24th Great-Grandfather; circa 1062–1139) “was born in Derbyshire, England, a younger 
son of Henry de Ferrieres and his wife Bertha l’Aigle. His father, born in Ferrières, 
Normandy, France, accompanied William the Conqueror during his invasion of England. 
The family was rewarded with a grant of Tutbury Castle in Staffordshire and 114 manors 
in Derbyshire.” 

“Robert’s elder brother William’s, main interests were in France. He joined Robert 
Curthose and was captured at Tinchebrai. His other brother, Engenulf, died shortly after 
his father and so Robert succeeded to the estates in 1088.” 

“From the beginning, he gave great support to Henry I. As part of his tenure of Duffield 
Frith in 1129–1130, he is on record as having interests in lead mines at Wirksworth. At about 
this time he granted the church of Potterspury, Northamptonshire, to Bernard the Scribe.”  

Above: Battle of the Standard monument near 
Northallerton, North Yorkshire, England. William 
Peverel (24th Great-Grandfather) was a commander 
at the Battle of the Standard as was Robert de Fer-
rers, 1st Earl of Derby (24th Great-Grandfather). They 
won a resounding victory against an invading army 
of Scots on August 22, 1138.   
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“It is, however, during his last years that he is most in evidence as a leading supporter of 
King Stephen. He took a large body of Derbyshire men northwards to assist in repelling an 
invasion of the Scots under King David I of Scotland, nominally on the behalf of Matilda. 
Little actual fighting took place, but Thurstan, Archbishop of York, won the Battle of the 
Standard on Stephen’s behalf, fought near Northallerton, on August 22, 1138.” 

“Robert was mainly instrumental in securing the victory for his Sovereign, who for this 
and other important services created him Earl of Derby, although charters and chronicles 
during this period refer to him interchangeably as Earl Ferrers, earl of Nottingham or earl 
of Derby.” 

“He died in the following year (1139) and was succeeded in his earldom by his second but 
eldest surviving son Robert de Ferrers, 2nd Earl of Derby, often known as Robert de Ferrars 
the Younger. It is worth noting that 97% of all Caucasians coming from European descent 
can trace their lineage back to Robert de Ferrers.” 

“As with most Norman lords, the Ferrers brought their Norman underlords to England with 
them—in this case, the Curzon (of Kedleston), Livet (Levett) and Boscherville (Basker-
ville) families, who held their fiefs in Normandy from the Ferrers, and who subsequently 
held their English lands from Ferrers as well. (The undertenant family names derive from 
Notre-Dame-de-Courson, Livet-en-Ouche and Boscherville, all part of the Ferrers barony 
in Normandy.) These under tenant retained their ties to the Ferrers after the families had 
moved to England following the Norman Conquest.” (Wikipedia)  

Henry de Ferrers, Twenty-fifth Great-Grandfather  

Henry de Ferrers (also known as Henri de Ferrieres) (25th Great-Grandfather; died 
1093/1100) “was a Norman soldier from a noble family who took part in the conquest of 
England and is believed to have fought at the Battle of Hastings of 1066 and, in conse-
quence, was rewarded with much land (210 manors) in the subdued nation.” 

“His elder brother William (French: Guillaume) fell in the battle. William and Henri were 
both sons of Vanquelin de Ferrers (died circa 1040), Seigneur of Ferrières-Saint-Hilaire, 
Eure in Upper Normandy. The Ferrers family holding at Ferrières-Saint-Hilaire was the 
caput of their large Norman barony.” (Wikipedia)  

John Fitz Geoffrey, Twentieth Great-Grandfather 

John Fitz Geoffrey (20th Great-Grandfather; 1205-1258) “was the son of Geoffrey Fitz 
Peter, 1st Earl of Essex and Aveline de Clare, daughter of Roger de Clare, 2nd Earl of 
Hertford and his wife Maud de Saint-Hilaire.” 

“He was appointed Justiciar of Ireland, serving from 1245 to 1255.”  

“He was not entitled to succeed his half-brother as Earl of Essex in 1227, the Earldom hav-  
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ing devolved from his father’s first wife. He was the second husband of Isabel Bigod, 
daughter of Hugh Bigod, 3rd Earl of Norfolk and his wife Maud Marshal of Pembroke. 
They had six children, one being Maud who married William de Beauchamp, 9th Earl of 
Warwick.” 

Children: “Note—The males 
took the FitzJohn surname 
(‘fitz’ means ‘son of’). 

1. John FitzJohn of 
Shere (?–1275) married Mar-
gary, daughter of Philip Bas-
set of Wycombe (?–1271). 
2. Richard FitzJohn of 
Shere (?–1297), Lord FitzJohn 
1290, married as her first 
husband, Emma (?-1332). 
3. Maud FitzJohn (?–
April 16/18, 1301) married 
first, Gerard de Furnivalle, 
Lord of Hallamshire (?–1261); 
married second, William de 
Beauchamp, 9th Earl of War-
wick, son of William de Beau-
champ of Elmley, Worces-

tershire and his wife Isabel Mauduit. Had issue. 
4. Isabel married Robert de Vespont, Lord of Westmoreland (?–1264). Had issue. 
5. Aveline (1229–1274) married Walter de Burgh, Earl of Ulster (1230–1271). 

Had issue, including Richard Óg de Burgh, 2nd Earl of Ulster who in turn mar-
ried Margaret de Burgh, by whom he had ten children. 

6. Joan (?–April 4, 1303) married Theobald le Botiller. Had issue, from whom 
descend the Butler Earls of Ormond.” (Wikipedia) 

Geoffrey Fitz Peter, First Earl of Essex, Twenty-first Great-
Grandfather 

Geoffrey Fitz Peter, 1st Earl of Essex (21st Great-Grandfather; circa 1162–1213) “was a 
prominent member of the government of England during the reigns of Richard I and John. 
The patronymic is sometimes rendered Fitz Piers, for he was the son of Piers de Lute-
gareshale, forester of Ludgershall.” 

“He was from a modest landowning family that had a tradition of service in mid-ranking 
posts under Henry II. Geoffrey's elder brother Simon Fitz Peter was at various times High 
Sheriff of Northamptonshire, Buckinghamshire, and Bedfordshire. Geoffrey, too, got his 
start in this way, as High Sheriff of Northamptonshire for the last five years of Henry II's reign.” 

Above: Tower of London as seen from the Shard in May 2017. 
Geoffrey Fitz Peter, 1st Earl of Essex (20th Great-Grandfather; 
circa 1162–1213), was Constable of the Tower of London from 
1198 to 1205.  
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“Around this time Geoffrey married Beatrice de Say, daughter and eventual co-heiress 
of William de Say II. This William was the elder son of William de Say I and Beatrice, 
sister of Geoffrey de Mandeville, 1st Earl of Essex. This connection with the Mandeville 

family was later to prove unexpectedly important. In 1184 Geoffrey's father-in-law died, 
and he received a share of the de Say inheritance by right of his wife, co-heiress to her 
father. He also eventually gained the title of earl of Essex by right of his wife, becoming 
the 4th earl.” 

“When Richard I left on crusade, he appointed Geoffrey one of the five judges of the king's 
court, and thus a principal advisor to Hugh de Puiset, Bishop of Durham, who, as Chief 
Justiciar, was one of the regents during the king's absence. Late in 1189, Geoffrey's wife's 
cousin William de Mandeville, 3rd Earl of Essex died, leaving no direct heirs. His wife's 
inheritance was disputed between Geoffrey and Beatrice's uncle, Geoffrey de Say, but 
Geoffrey Fitz Peter used his political influence to eventually obtain the Mandeville lands 
(although not the earldom, which was left open) for himself.”  

“He served as Constable of the Tower of London from 1198 to 1205.” 

“He served as High Sheriff of Yorkshire from 1198 to 1201 and again in 1203 and as 
High Sheriff of Bedfordshire and Buckinghamshire from 1200 to 1205. On July 11, 
1198, King Richard appointed Geoffrey Chief Justiciar, which at that time effectively 

Above: Berkhamsted Castle, in Berkhamsted, Hertfordshire. England—photograph by Robert 
Stainforth. It was built soon after the Norman Conquest of England. Geoffrey Fitz Peter, 1st Earl 
of Essex (20th Great-Grandfather; circa 1162–1213) was given Berkhamsted Castle by King John. 
He was Chief Justiciar (the king’s principle minister) to King Richard and King John until his 
death in 1213.  
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made him the king's principal minister. On his coronation day the new king ennobled 
Geoffrey as Earl of Essex.” 

“King John granted Berkhamsted Castle to Geoffrey; the castle had previously been 
granted as a jointure palace to Queen Isabel prior to the annulment of the royal marriage. 
Geoffrey founded two hospitals in Berkhamsted, one dedicated to St John the Baptist and 
one to St John the Evangelist; the latter is still commemorated in the town with the name 
St John’s Well Lane.”  

“After the accession of King John, Geoffrey continued in his capacity as the king’s princi-
pal minister until his death on October 14, 1213.”  

Marriages and children: 

Married first, Beatrice de Say, daughter of William de Say and heiress of the Mandeville 
Earls of Essex. Note that his sons by this marriage took the de Mandeville surname. 

• Geoffrey FitzGeoffrey de Mandeville, 2nd Earl of Essex. 
• William FitzGeoffrey de Mandeville, 3rd Earl of Essex. 
• Henry, Dean of Wolverhampton. 
• Maud Fitzgeoffrey, who married Henry de Bohun, 1st Earl of Hereford. 

Married second, Aveline, daughter of Roger de Clare, 2nd Earl of Hertford. 

• John Fitzgeoffrey, Lord of Shere and Justiciar of Ireland. 
• Cecily Fitzgeoffrey. 
• Hawise Fitzgeoffrey.” (Wikipedia) 

Isabel Bigod, Twentieth Great-Grandmother 

Isabel Bigod (20th Great-Grandmother; 1210-1250), “Lady of Shere, was an English 
noblewoman. She was the wife of Gilbert de Lacy, of Ewyas Lacy, and John Fitz Geof-
frey, Lord of Shere. Isabel was born in Thetford, Norfolk, England, in about 1212, the only 
daughter of Hugh Bigod, 3rd Earl of Norfolk, a Magna Carta surety, and Maud Marshal. 
Her paternal grandparents were Roger Bigod, 2nd Earl of Norfolk and Ida de Tosny, a 
former mistress of King Henry II of England. Her maternal grandparents were William 
Marshal, 1st Earl of Pembroke and Isabel de Clare, 4th Countess of Pembroke. She had 
four brothers including Roger Bigod, 4th Earl of Norfolk and Hugh Bigod. She also had 
two younger half-siblings: John de Warenne, 7th Earl of Surrey and Isabelle de Warenne, 
by her mother’s second marriage to William de Warenne, 6th Earl of Surrey. Isabel’s father 
had died in 1225.” 

“In 1225, the year of her father’s death, Isabel married her first husband, Gilbert de Lacy, 
of Ewyas Lacy (circa 1202—December 25, 1230). He was the son of Walter de Lacy, Lord 
of Trim Castle and Ludlow Castle, and Margaret de Braose. Gilbert and Isabel’s chief 
residence was Ewyas Lacy in Herefordshire; however, they spent the last two years of their 
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marriage on his father’s estates in Ireland, where their youngest child, Maud was born, and 
Gilbert would shortly afterwards die. Together they had three children: Walter de Lacy 
(died early 1241), Margery de Lacy (1228, Ewyas Lacy, Herefordshire—1256), married 
before May 14, 1244, John de Verdun, Lord of Westmeath, by whom she had issue.” 

Maud de Lacy (1230, Dublin, Ireland—April 11, 1304, Trim Castle, Ireland), married 
firstly Pierre de Geneve, by whom she had issue; in 1252, she married secondly Geoffrey 
de Geneville, 1st Baron Geneville, Seigneur de Vaucouleurs, by whom she had two sons, 
Geoffrey de Geneville, and Sir Piers de Geneville, father of Joan de Geneville, 2nd 
Baroness Geneville. 

Gilbert died on December 25, 1230, at Trim Castle, in County Meath, Ireland leaving 
Isabel a widow at the age of eighteen with three small children. Sometime before April 12, 
1234, Isabel married her second husband, John Fitz Geoffrey, Lord of Shere, Justiciar of 
Ireland. The marriage produced six children: Richard FitzJohn of Shere (died 1297, 
married Emma), John FitzJohn of Shere (died 1275; married Margery Basset), Maud 
FitzJohn (died April 16/18, 1301; married first, Gerald de Furnivalle, Lord of Hallamshire; 
married second, William de Beauchamp, 9th Earl of Warwick, by whom she had issue),  
Aveline FitzJohn (died circa May 20, 1274; married Walter de Burgh, 1st Earl of Ulster, 
by whom she had issue including Richard Og de Burgh, 2nd Earl of Ulster), Joan FitzJohn  
(died April 4. 1303; married Theobald le Botiller [1242-1285 of Thurles, Nenagh], by 
whom she had issue; Joan and Theobald were the ancestors of the Butler Earls of Ormond), 
and Isabel Fitz John (19th Great-Grandmother; married Robert de Vispont [19th Great-
Grandfather], Lord of Westmoreland by whom she had two daughters).” 

“In early 1241, Isabel’s eldest son by her first husband died. Upon the death of her former 
father-in-law, Walter de Lacy shortly afterwards on February 24th, the vast de Lacy estates 
and lordships were passed down to Margery and Maud, her daughters by Gilbert. Their 
marriages were personally arranged by King Henry III to ensure that the estates they in-
herited were retained in the hands of trusted servants of the Crown.” 

“Isabel Bigod died in 1250. She was about thirty-eight years old. Her second husband, John 
Fitz Geoffrey, died eight years later.” (Find a Grave)  

Hugh Bigod, Twenty-first Great-Grandfather 

Hugh Bigod (21st Great-Grandfather; circa 1182-February 18, 1225) “was a member of 
the powerful early Norman Bigod family and was for a short time the 3rd Earl of Norfolk.” 

“He was born circa 1182, the eldest son of Roger Bigod, 2nd Earl of Norfolk by his wife 
Ida de Tosny.” 

“In 1215 he was one of the twenty-five sureties of Magna Carta of King John. He suc-
ceeded to his father’s estates (including Framlingham Castle) in 1221.” 

“In late 1206 or early 1207, Hugh married Maud Marshal (1192—March 27, 1248), daugh- 
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ter of William Marshal, 1st Earl of Pembroke (1147–1219) and Marshal of England, by 
his wife, Isabel de Clare, 4th Countess of Pembroke. They had four, or possibly five, 
children:  

• Roger Bigod, 4th Earl of Norfolk (circa 1209-1270), died without progeny. 
• Hugh Bigod (1211–1266), Justiciar of England. 
Married Joan de Stuteville, by whom he had issue. 
• Isabel Bigod (circa 1212- 1250), married twice: 
First to Gilbert de Lacy, by whom she had issue; sec-
ond to John FitzGeoffrey, Lord of Shere, by whom 
she had issue, including Maud FitzJohn, and Joan 
FitzJohn who married Theobald le Botiller, and from 
whom descended the Irish Earls of Ormond. 

• Ralph Bigod (born circa 1215).” 

“Hugh died on February 18, 1225. Very soon after Hugh’s death, his widow Maud remar-
ried William de Warenne, 5th Earl of Surrey.” (Wikipedia) 

Roger Bigod, Twenty-second Great-Grandfather 

Roger Bigod (22rd Great-Grandfather; circa 1144/1150-1221) “was the son of Hugh 
Bigod, 1st Earl of Norfolk and his first wife, Juliana de Vere. Although his father died 
1176 or 1177, Roger did not succeed to the earldom of Norfolk until 1189 for his claim 
had been disputed by his stepmother for her sons by Earl Hugh in the reign of Henry II. 
Richard I confirmed him in his earldom and other honors, and also sent him as an ambas-
sador to France in the same year. Roger inherited his father’s office as royal steward. He 
took part in the negotiations for the release of Richard from prison, and after the king’s 
return to England became a justiciar.” 

“During the Revolt of 1173–1174, Roger remained loyal to the king while his father sided 
with the king’s rebellious sons. Roger fought at the Battle of Fornham on October 17, 1173, 
where the royalist force defeated a rebel force led by Robert de Beaumont, 3rd Earl of 
Leicester.”  

“In most of the years of the reign of King John, the earl was frequently with the king or on 
royal business. Yet Roger was to be one of the leaders of the baronial party which obtained 
John’s assent to Magna Carta, and his name and that of his son and heir Hugh II appear 
among the twenty-five barons who were to ensure the king’s adherence to the terms of that 
document. The pair were excommunicated by the pope in December 1215, and did not 
make peace with the regents of John’s son Henry III until 1217.” 

Left: Arms used by Hugh Bigod (21st Great-Grandfather; 
circa 1182-1225), as heir to the earldoms of Norfolk and 
Suffolk, and as recorded during the signing of Magna 
Charta.  
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“Around Christmas 1181, Roger married Ida, apparently Ida de Tosny (or Ida de Toesny), 
and by her had a number of children including: 

1. Hugh Bigod, 3rd Earl of Norfolk who married 
in 1206/1207, Maud, a daughter of William 
Marshal. 

2. William Bigod. 
3. Ralph Bigod. 
4. Roger Bigod. 
5. Margery married William de Hastings. 
6. Mary Bigod, married Ralph fitz Robert.” (Wikipedia) 

Hugh Bigod, Twenty-third Great-Grandfather 

Hugh Bigod (23rd Great-Grandfather; 1095-1177) “was the second son of Roger Bigod 
(also known as Roger Bigot) (died 1107), sheriff of Norfolk and royal advisor, and 
Adeliza, daughter of Robert de Tosny.”  

“After the death of his elder brother William, who perished without issue in the sinking of 
the White Ship on November 26, 1120, Hugh was allowed to inherit his brother’s office of 
royal steward and many estates in East Anglia. He also succeeded his aunt, Albreda, heiress 

Above: Framlingham Castle in Suffolk (southeast England). 
Roger Bigod (22nd Great-Grandfather; circa 1144-1221) built 
Framlingham Castle in a new design with no central keep. Instead 
he used a curtain wall with thirteen mural towers to defend the 
center of the castle. Hugh Bigod (21st Great-Grandfather) inherited 
the castle. Right: Arms adopted by Roger Bigod, 2nd Earl 
of Norfolk (22nd Great-Grandfather; circa 1144-1221), at 
the start of the Age of Heraldry, circa 1200-1215, with a red 
cross on a gold background.  
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of her brother, Berengar de Tosny, with lands in Yorkshire and in Normandy. Hugh became 
Constable of Norwich Castle in 1122.” 

“Hugh initially supported Stephen of Blois as king of England. On the death of Henry I in 
1135, his nephew Stephen usurped the throne, despite the oath Stephen and the barons had 
sworn to accept Henry’s daughter, Empress Matilda, as his successor. It was Bigod who 
asserted that, in his last days, Henry I had named Stephen to become king at the expense 
of his daughter Matilda. Civil war resulted when, in 1139, Matilda commanded the military 
strength necessary to challenge Stephen within his own realm.” 

“King Stephen had the initial support of the English barons, but in 1136 he was stricken 
with sickne ss and the report of his death was quickly spread abroad. Hugh Bigod seized 
and held Norwich castle. Stephen, quickly recovering, laid siege to the city and Hugh was 
compelled to surrender. In February 1141 Bigod fought on Stephen’s side in the First Battle 
of Lincoln, after which the Earl deserted the captured king. In July of that year he was 
granted the earldom of Norfolk by the Empress Matilda but he appears to have assumed a 
position of armed neutrality during the civil war, rather than actively siding with the 
supporters of the empress.”  

“He supported his first wife’s brother-in-law, Geoffrey de Mandeville, 1st Earl of Essex, 
during his rebellion against King Stephen in 1143-1144. During the disagreement between 
King Stephen and Archbishop Theobald in 1148, Hugh Bigod sided with the archbishop 
and received him in his stronghold, Castle of Framlingham, but joined with others in 
negotiating a reconciliation between the king and archbishop.” 

“Five years later, in 1153, when Henry, Duke of Normandy, soon to be King Henry II 
(1154–1189), landed in England to assert his claim to the throne, Bigod held out in Ipswich 
against Stephen’s forces, while Henry II, on the other side, laid siege to Stamford. Both 
places fell to Stephen. In the critical state of his fortunes, however, Stephen was in no 
position to punish the rebel earl. Negotiations between the two parties resulted in Henry’s 
recognition as Stephen’s heir and Hugh eluded retaliation.” 

“On Henry II’s accession in December 1154, Bigod received confirmation of the posses-
sion of his earldom and office of royal steward by a charter issued apparently in January of 
the next year. The first years of the new reign were spent in restoring order to the shattered 
kingdom, and in breaking the power of the independent barons, which had grown out of 
control during King Stephen’s reign.” 

“It was not before long that Bigod became agitated under the rule of law initiated by Henry. 
He grew restless with measures such as the scutage, a fee paid by vassals in lieu of military 
service, which became the central feature of Henry II’s military system of operation by 
1159. The Earl showed signs of resistance, but was at once put down. In 1157 Henry II 
marched into the eastern counties and received the earl’s submission.” 

“After this incident Hugh Bigod makes no significant appearances in the chronicles for 
some time; he is named among those who had been excommunicated by Becket, in con-  
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sequence of his retention of lands belonging to the monastery of Pentney in Norfolk.” 

“In 1173 the young Crown Prince Henry (also known as Henry the Young King), raised a 
revolt against his father, Henry II. This gave Hugh Bigod yet another chance for rebellion, 
along with the league of the English barons and the kings of France and Scotland in his 
favor. He at once became a leader in the cause, perhaps eager to revive the feudal power, 
which Henry II had curtailed. In addition to the fact that the inevitable conflict, as far as 
England was concerned, centered round his possessions. The custody of Norwich Castle 
was promised by the young prince as his reward.” 

“The king’s energy and good fortune were equal to the occasion. While he held in check 
his rebel vassals in France, the loyal barons in England defeated his enemies there. Robert 
de Beaumont, 3rd Earl of Leicester (died 1190) landed at Walton, in Suffolk, on September 
29, 1173, and marched to Framlingham, joining forces with Hugh. Together they besieged 
and took the castle of Hagenet in Suffolk on October 13, held by Randal de Broc for the 
crown. But the Earl of Leicester was defeated and taken prisoner setting out from Framling-
ham at the Battle of Fornham, near Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, by the justiciar, Richard de 
Luci and other barons. These then turned their arms against Earl Hugh, who, not being 
strong enough to fight, opened negotiations with his assailants. It is said he bought them 
off, and at the same time secured a safe passage home for the Flemings in his service.” 

“Though defeated and compelled to surrender his castles, Bigod kept his lands and his 
earldom, and l ived at peace with Henry II until his death reportedly in 1177 in Palestine.”  

“It should be noted, however, that on March 1, 1177, his son Roger Bigod appealed to the 
king on a dispute with his stepmother. Hugh being dead at the time of Roger’s appeal, the 
date of his father’s death is fixed ‘ante caput jejunii,’ (i.e. before March 9). If, then, he died 
in Palestine, his death must have taken place in the preceding year, 1176, to allow time for 
the arrival of the news in England. Henry II took advantage of Roger’s appeal to seize upon 
the late Earl’s treasure. Earl Hugh had possessed vast estates, which he inherited, and was 
also the recipient of the third penny of judicial fines levied in the county of Norfolk by right 
of his earldom.” 

“Bigod married firstly to Juliane de Vere (died circa 1199). She was the daughter of 
Aubrey de Vere II and Adelia de Clare, the daughter of Gilbert Fitz Richard de Clare, 
2nd Ear of Clare. The marriage was dissolved before 1156. They had one son: 

• Roger Bigod, 2nd Earl of Norfolk (born circa 1144/1150). He married Ida de 
Tosny, had issue.” 

“Bigod married secondly Gundreda (circa 1135-1200), daughter of Roger de Beaumont, 
2nd Earl of Warwick. They had two children: 

• Hugh Bigod (born circa 1156) 
• William Hugh Bigod (born 1168).” (Wikipedia) 
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Roger Bigod, Twenty-fourth Great-Grandfather 

Roger Bigod (24th Great-Grandfather; died 1107) “was a Norman knight who traveled to 
England in the Norman Conquest. He held great power in East Anglia, and five of his 

descendants were earls of 
Norfolk. He was also known 
as Roger Bigot, appearing 
as such as a witness to the 
Charter of Liberties of Hen-
ry I of England.” 

Biography: “Roger came 
from a fairly obscure fam-
ily of poor knights in Nor-
mandy. Robert le Bigot, 
certainly a relation of Roger’s, 
possibly his father, acquired 
an important position in the 
household of William, Duke 
of Normandy (later Wil-
liam I of England), due, the 
story goes, to his disclosure 
to the duke of a plot by the 
duke’s cousin William Wer-
lenc.”  

“Both Roger and Robert may 
have fought at the Battle of 
Hastings, and afterwards they 
were rewarded with a sub-
stantial estate in East Anglia. 
The Domesday Book lists Roger 
as holding six lordships in Es-
sex, 117 in Suffolk and 187 
in Norfolk.” 

“Bigod’s (Bigot) base was in Thetford, Norfolk, then the see of the bishop, where he 
founded a priory later donated to the abbey at Cluny. In 1101 he further consolidated his 
power when Henry I granted him license to build a castle at Framlingham, which became 
the family seat of power until their downfall in 1307. Another of his castles was Bungay 
Castle, also in Suffolk.” 

“In 1069 he, Robert Malet and Ralph de Gael (then Earl of Norfolk), defeated Sweyn 
Estrithson (Sweyn II) of Denmark near Ipswich. After Ralph de Gael’s fall in 1074, Roger 
was appointed sheriff of Norfolk and Suffolk, and acquired many of the dispossessed earl’s 
estates. For this reason he is sometimes counted as Earl of Norfolk, but he probably was 

Top: Bungay castle in Bungay, Suffolk, England, by the River 
Waveney, which was built by Roger Bigod of Norfolk (24th 
Great-Grandfather; died 1107) in circa 1100. Above: Thetford 
Priory in Thetford, Breackland Borough, Norfolk, England, 
which was founded in 1103 by Roger Bigod. His son, Hugh Bigod 
(23rd Great-Grandfather; 1095-1175), Roger Bigod (22nd Great-
Grandfather; 1144-1220), and his wife, Ida de Tosny (22nd Great-
Grandmother; 1156-1226), were buried here.     
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never actually created earl. (His son Hugh acquired the title earl of Norfolk in 1141.) He 
acquired further estates through his influence in local law courts as sheriff and great lord 
of the region.” 

“In the Rebellion of 1088 he joined other barons in England against William II, whom they 
hoped to depose in favor of Robert Curthose, Duke of Normandy. He seems to have lost 
his lands after the rebellion had failed, but regained them after reconciling with the king.” 

“In 1100, Robert Bigod (Bigot) was one of the witnesses recorded on the Charter of Lib-
erties, King Henry I’s coronation promises later to influence the Magna Carta of 1215.” 

“In 1101 there was another attempt to bring in Robert of Normandy by removing King 
Henry, but this time Roger Bigod stayed loyal to the king.” 

“He died on September 9, 1107, and is buried in Norwich. Upon his death there was a dispute 
over his burial place between the Bishop of Norwich, Herbert Losinga, and the monks at 
Thetford Priory, founded by Bigod. The monks claimed Roger’s body, along with those of his 
family and successors, had been left to them by Roger for burial in the priory in Roger’s 
foundation charter (as was common practice at the time). The bishop of Norwich stole the body 
in the middle of the night and had him buried in the new cathedral he had built in Norwich.” 

“For some time he was thought to have two wives, Adelaide/Adeliza and Alice/Adeliza de 
Tosny. It is now believed these were the same woman, Adeliza (Alice) de Tosny (Toeni, 
Toeny). She was the sister and co-heiress of William de Tosny, Lord of Belvoir.” 

“He was succeeded by his eldest son, William Bigod, and, after William drowned in the 
sinking of the White Ship, by his second son, Hugh Bigod, 1st Earl of Norfolk. He also 
had three daughters: Gunnor, who married Robert fitz Swein of Essex, Lord of Rayleigh; 
Cecily, who married William d’Aubigny ‘Brito;’ and Maud, who married William 
d’Aubigny ‘Pincerna,’ and was mother to William d’Aubigny, 1st Earl of Arundel.” (Wikipedia)  

Aubrey de Vere, Twenty-fourth Great-Grandfather 

Aubrey de Vere (24th Great-Grandfather; circa. 1085–May 1141)—also known as “Al-
beric[us] de Ver” and “Albericus regis camerarius” (the king’s chamberlain)— “was the 
second of that name in England after the Norman Conquest, being the eldest surviving 
son of Aubrey de Vere and his wife Beatrice.” 

“Aubrey II served as one of the king’s chamberlains and as a justiciar under kings Henry 
I and Stephen. Henry I also appointed him as sheriff of London and Essex and co-sheriff 
with Richard Basset of eleven counties. In June 1133, that king awarded the office of 
master chamberlain to Aubrey and his heirs. A frequent witness of royal charters for 
Henry I and Stephen, he appears to have accompanied Henry to Normandy only once. 
The chronicler William of Malmesbury reports that in 1139, Aubrey was King Stephen’s 
spokesman to the church council at Winchester, when the king had been summoned to 
answer for the seizure of castles held by Roger, Bishop of Salisbury and his nephews, the 
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bishops of Ely and Lincoln. In May 1141, during the English civil war, Aubrey was killed 
by a London mob and was buried in the family mausoleum at Colne Priory, Essex. In 
addition to his patronage of Colne Priory, the new master chamberlain either founded a cell 
of the Benedictine abbey St. Melanie in Rennes, Brittany, at Hatfield Broadoak or Hatfield 
Regis, Essex, or took on the primary patronage of that community soon after it was founded.” 

“His eldest son, another Aubrey de Vere, was later created Earl of Oxford, and his 
descendants held that title and the office that in later centuries was known as Lord Great 
Chamberlain until the extinction of the Vere male line in 1703.”  

“His wife Adeliza, daughter of Gilbert fitz Richard of Clare, survived her husband for twenty-
two years. For most of that time she was a corrodian at St. Osyth’s Priory, Chich, Essex.”  

“Their known children are: 

Aubrey de Vere, 1st Earl of Oxford (married 1. Beatrice, countess of Guisnes, 2. 
Eufemia, 3. Agnes of Essex). 

Rohese de Vere, Countess of Essex (married 1. Geoffrey de Mandeville, 1st Earl 
of Essex, 2. Payn de Beauchamp). 

Robert (married 1. Matilda de Furnell, 2. Margaret daughter of Baldwin Wake), 

Alice ‘of Essex’ (married 1. Robert of Essex, 2. Roger fitz Richard). 

Geoffrey (married 1. widow of Warin fitz Gerold, 2. Isabel de Say). 

Juliana Countess of Norfolk (married 1. Hugh Bigod, 1st Earl of Norfolk, 2. 
Walkelin Maminot). 

William de Vere, Bishop of Hereford (1186-1198). 

Gilbert, prior of the Knights Hospitaller in England (1195-1197). 

Johanna de Vere (married Lorenzo de Lundresford). 

a daughter (name unknown) who married Roger de Ramis.” (Wikipedia) 

Aubrey de Vere, Twenty-fifth Great-Grandfather 

Aubrey (Albericus) de Vere (25th Great-Grandfather; died circa 1112-1113) “was a 
tenant-in-chief in England of William the Conqueror in 1086, as well as a tenant of 
Geoffrey de Montbray, bishop of Coutances and of Count Alan, lord of Richmond. A much 
later source named his father as Alphonsus.”  

Biography: “His origins are obscure and various regions have been proposed for his birth- 
place, from Zeeland to Brittany. He may have been Norman, possibly from the region of 
Ver in the Cotentin peninsula of western Normandy, but the evidence is such that no 
certainty is possible. Recent research places his origin in or near the Breton city of Nantes.”  



                            The Rogers, Bradshaw, Clark and Lilburne Families                       73 
 

 

“In Domesday Book, he is listed as ‘Aubrey the chamberlain’ and ‘Aubrey the queen’s 
chamberlain’ as well as Aubrey de Vere. He and his wife held land in nine counties in 1086. 
Both were accused of some unauthorized land seizures. Aubrey’s estates were valued at 
approximately £300, putting him in roughly the middle ranks of the post-conquest barons of 
England in terms of landed wealth. He served King Henry I in the first decade of his reign as a 
chamberlain and local justiciar in the counties of Berkshire and Northamptonshire. Sometime 
in or before 1104, Aubrey’s eldest son Geoffrey fell ill and was tended at Abingdon Abbey in 
Berkshire by the royal physician, Abbot Faritius. The youth appeared to have recovered 
but suffered a relapse, died, and was buried at the abbey. His parents then founded a cell 
of Abingdon on land they donated for the purpose: Colne Priory, Essex. Within a year of 
the formal dedication in March 1111, Aubrey I joined that community and died soon. His 
youngest son William died not long after his father. Both were buried at the priory, establishing 
it as the Vere family mausoleum. Aubrey de Vere II then succeeded to his father's estates.” 

“Aubrey I was married by 1086. As his spouse’s name is recorded as Beatrice in 1104 and 
Beatrice is named as the mother of his eldest son, she was almost certainly his wife in 1086. 
Beatrice attended the formal ceremony for the founding of Earl’s Colne Priory. Besides 
sons Geoffrey, Aubrey II, and William mentioned above, the couple’s children included 
Roger and Robert.”  

Estates: “The principal estates held by Aubrey de Vere in 1086: Castle Hedingham, Beau-
champ [Walter], Great Bentley, Great Canfield, Earls Colne, [White] Colne, and Dover-
court, Essex; Aldham, Belstead, Lavenham, and Waldingfield, Suffolk; Castle Camps, 
Hildersham, Silverley, and Wilbraham, Cambridgeshire. He possessed houses and acreage 
in Colchester and a house in Winchester. As tenant of Geoffrey bishop of Coutances, he 
held Kensington, Middlesex; Scaldwell and Wadenhoe, Northamptonshire. Of the barony 
of Count Alan of Brittany, he held the manors of Beauchamp Roding, Canfield, and West 
Wickham, Essex. His wife held Aldham, Essex, in her own right of Odo bishop of Bayeux.  

William Marshal, Twenty-second Great-Grandfather 

William Marshal, 1st Earl of Pembroke (22nd Great-Grandfather; 1146/1147–May 14, 
1219), also called William the Marshal (Norman French: Williame le Mareschal), “was 
an Anglo-Norman soldier and statesman. He served five English kings—The ‘Young 
King’ Henry, Henry II, Richard I, John, and Henry III.” 
“Knighted in 1166, he spent his younger years as a knight errant and a successful tournament 
fighter; Stephen Langton eulogized him as the ‘best knight that ever lived.’ In 1189, he received 
the title of Earl of Pembroke through marriage during the second creation of the Pembroke Earl-
dom. In 1216, he was appointed protector for the nine-year-old Henry III, and regent of the kingdom.” 

“Before him, his father’s family held a hereditary title of Marshal to the king, which by his 
father’s time had become recognized as a chief or master Marshalcy, involving management 
over other Marshals and functionaries. William became known as ‘the Marshal,’ although 
by his time much of the function was actually delegated to more specialized representatives 
(as happened with other functions in the King’s household). Because he was an Earl, and 
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also known as the Marshal, the term ‘Earl Marshal’ was commonly used and this later 
became an established hereditary title in the English Peerage.”  

Early life: “William’s father, John Marshal, supported King Stephen when he took the 
throne in 1135, but in about 1139 he changed sides to back the Empress Matilda in the civil 
war of succession between her and Stephen which led to the collapse of England into ‘the 
Anarchy.’”  
“When King Stephen besieged Newbury Castle in 1152, according to William’s biographer, 
he used the young William as a hostage to ensure that John kept his promise to surrender 
the castle. John, however, used the time allotted to reinforce the castle and alert Matilda’s 

Above: Original effigy of William Marshal, 1st Earl of Pembroke 
(22nd Great-Grandfather; 1146/1147–1219) in June 2016 in 
the Temple Church in downtown London (left), which was consecrated 
on February 10, 1185, with King Edward II (1154-1189) in atten-
dance. The round church, 55 feet in diameter, is the original Tem-
ple Church and this is where William Marshal is buried. Top left: 
Arms of William Marshal by Matthew Paris, circa 1240.  
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forces. When Stephen ordered John to surrender immediately or William would be hanged, 
John replied that he should go ahead saying, ‘I still have the hammer and the anvil with 

which to forge still more and better sons!’ Sub-
sequently there was a bluff made to launch Wil-
liam from a pierrière, a 
type of trebuchet towards 
the castle. Fortunately for 
the child, Stephen could 
not bring himself to harm 
young William. William 
remained a crown hos-
tage for many months, 
only being released fol-
lowing the peace that 
resulted from the terms 
agreed at Winchester on November 6, 1153, that 
ended the civil war.” 

Knight-Errant: “As a younger son of a minor nobleman, William had no lands or fortune 
to inherit, and had to make his own way in life. Around the age of twelve, when his father’s 
career was faltering, he was sent to Normandy to be brought up in the household of William 

This page: Close-up of the cast made of William 
Marshal’s effigy before it was damaged in World 
War II. The image is that of William Marshal in old 
age. At least one modern historian has compared him 
to the David Beckham (born 1975; famous soccer player; 
below) of his age. He was so well respected that he led 
the English Army into battle at the age of 70. At his 
death he was called, “The best knight that ever lived.”    
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de Tancarville, a great magnate and cousin of young William’s mother. Here he began his 
training as a knight. This would have included basic biblical stories and prayers written in 

Latin, as well as exposure to French romances, which conferred the basic precepts of 
chivalry to the budding knight. In addition, while in Tancarville’s household, it is likely 
that Marshal also learned important and lasting practical lessons concerning the politics of 
courtly life. According to his thirteenth-century biography, L’Histoire de Guillaume 
le Marechal, Marshal had a number of adversaries in court who machinated to his disad-
vantage—these individuals likely would have been threatened by the boy’s close relation-
ship with the magnate. He was knighted in 1166 on campaign in Upper Normandy, then 
being invaded from Flanders. His first experience in battle came with mixed reviews. Ac-
cording to L’Histoire, everyone who witnessed the young knight in action agreed that he 
had acquitted himself well in combat. However, as medieval historian David Crouch ex-
plains, ‘War in the twelfth century was not fought wholly for honor. Profit was there to be 
made…” On this front, Marshal was not so successful, as he was unable to parlay his 
combat victories into profit from either ransom or seized booty. As described in L’Histoire, 
the Earl of Essex, who was expecting the customary tribute from his valorous knight fol-
lowing battle, jokingly remarked: ‘Oh? But Marshal, what are you saying? You had forty  

Above: Richard Martin (born 1953) with his youngest daughter, Rebecca Martin (born 1995), standing 
next to the effigy of William Marshal (1146-1219), his 22nd Great-Grandfather, in Temple Church in June 
2016. On the right of William Marshal is the effigy of his son, William Marshal (21st Great-Granduncle; 
1190-1231), and in the foreground is the effigy of his son, Gilbert Marshal (21st Great-Granduncle; 1197-
1241). It is a rare and wonderful experience to see the images of ancestors that lived so long ago because so 
much of antiquity has been lost in time.     
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or sixty of them—yet you refuse me so small a thing!’ In 1167 he was taken by William 
de Tancarville to his first tournament where he found his true métier. Quitting the 

Tancarville household he then served in the 
household of his mother’s brother, Patrick, Earl 
of Salisbury. In 1168 his uncle was killed in an 
ambush by Guy de Lusignan. William was in-
jured and captured in the same skirmish. It is known that William received a wound to his 
thigh and that someone in his captor’s household took pity on the young knight. He 
received a loaf of bread in which were concealed several lengths of clean linen bandages 
with which he could dress his wounds. This act of kindness by an unknown person perhaps 
saved Marshal’s life as infection setting into the wound could have killed him. After a 
period of time, he was ransomed by Eleanor of Aquitaine, who was apparently impressed 
by tales of his bravery.” 

Above: Another view of the cast of William Marshal 
(22nd Great-Grandfather; 1146-1219). Right: Effigy 
of William Marshal (21st Great-Granduncle; 1190-
1231), son and heir of William Marshal, located 
next to his father’s effigy in Temple Church, Lon-
don, June 2016.  
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“Thereafter he found he could make a good living out of winning tournaments, dangerous, 
often deadly, staged battles in which money and valuable prizes could be won by capturing 

and ransoming opponents, their horses and armor. His record is legendary: On his death-
bed he recalled besting 500 knights during his tourneying career.”  
Royal favor: “Upon his return during the course of 1185 William rejoined the court of 
King Henry II, and now served 
the father as a loyal captain 
through the many difficulties 
of his final years. The returns 
of royal favor were almost 
immediate. The king gave Wil-
liam the large royal estate of 
Cartmel in Cumbria, and the 
keeping of Heloise, the heiress 
of the northern barony of Lan-
caster. It may be that the king 
expected him to take the oppor-
tunity to marry her and become 
a northern baron, but William 
seems to have had grander ambitions for his marriage. In 1188 faced with an attempt by 
Philip II to seize the disputed region of Berry, Henry II summoned the Marshal to his side. 
The letter by which he did this survives, and makes some sarcastic comments about 

This page: Cast of William Marshal (21st Great-Granduncle; 1190-1231), son and heir of William 
Marshal (22nd Great-Grandfather), in Temple Church, London; June 2016.  
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William’s complaints that he had not been properly rewarded to date for his service to the 
king. Henry therefore promised him the marriage and lands of Dionisia, lady of Château-

roux in Berry. In the resulting campaign, 
the king fell out with his heir Richard, 
count of Poitou, who consequently allied 
with Philip II against his father. In 1189, 
while covering the flight of Henry II 
from Le Mans to Chinon, William unhors-
ed the undutiful Richard in a skirmish. 

William could have killed the prince, but killed his horse instead, to make that point 
clear. He is said to have been the only man ever to unhorse Richard. Nonetheless after 
Henry’s death, Marshal was welcomed at court by his former adversary, now King Rich-
ard I, who was wise to include a man whose legendary loyalty and military accomplish-
ments were too useful to ignore, especially in a king who was intending to go on Crusade.”  
“During the old king’s last days he had promised the Marshal the hand and estates of Isabel 
de Clare (circa 1172–1220), but had not completed the arrangements. King Richard how-
ever, confirmed the offer and so in August 1189, at the age of 43, the Marshal married the 

Left and above: Effigy of Gilbert Marshal 
(21st Great-Granduncle), son of William 
Marshal (22nd Great-Grandfather; 1146-
1219), which is located next to the effigy of 
his father in Temple Church, London, June 
2016. He married Marjorie of Scotland, 
youngest daughter of King William I of 
Scotland, but had no issue. He had one 
illegitimate daughter by an unknown 
mistress.     
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17-year-old daughter of Richard de Clare (Strongbow). Her father had been Earl of 
Pembroke, and Marshal acquired large estates and claims in England, Wales, Normandy 

and Ireland. Some estates however were excluded from the deal. Marshal did not obtain 
Pembroke and the title of earl, which his father-in-law had enjoyed, until 1199, as it had 
been taken into the king’s hand in 1154. However, the marriage transformed the landless 

This page: Interior of Temple Church in London, England. Top right: Interior from a 19th century draw-
ing. Above: View of the effigies of William Marshal and two of his sons from the top story; June 2016.   
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knight from a minor family into one of the richest men in the kingdom, a sign of his power 
and prestige at court. They had five sons and five daughters, and have numerous descen-

dants. William made numerous improvements to his wife’s lands, including extensive ad-
ditions to Pembroke Castle and Chepstow Castle.” 
“William was included in the council of regency which the King appointed on his departure 
for the Third Crusade in 1190. He took the side of John, the king’s brother, when the latter 
expelled the justiciar, Wil-
liam Longchamp, from the 
kingdom, but he soon dis-
covered that the interests 
of John were different from 
those of Richard. Hence in 
1193 he joined with the 
loyalists in making war 
upon him. In spring 1194, 
during the course of the 
hostilities in England and 
before King Richard’s return, 
William Marshal’s elder 
brother, John Marshal (who 
was serving as seneschal), was killed while defending Marlborough for the king’s brother, 
John. Richard allowed Marshal to succeed his brother in the hereditary marshalship, and 
his paternal honor of Hamstead Marshal. The Marshal served the king in his wars in 

Above: Medieval depiction of “William Marshal (22nd Great-Grandfather; 1146-1219) unhorsing 
Baldwin de Guisnes in a tournament.” Marshal was the greatest tournament knight in England, 
winning 500 matches. In a skirmish in France he even unhorsed Richard the Lionheart, the 
only man to ever do so. (Richard had rebelled against his father, King Henry II, and this event 
occurred while Marshal was covering the retreat of Henry. William Marshal spared the life of 
Richard, which among other things, earned him Richard’s respect when he soon became king.) 
William Marshal became the 1st Earl of Pembroke and built Pembroke Castle (below) of stone, 
including the great keep (round tower in center below), in the late 1100s. His five sons all became 
Earls of Pembroke, but it was his third son, Gilbert Marshal (21st Great-Granduncle), who was 
responsible for enlarging and further strengthening the castle between 1234 and 1241.           
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Normandy against Philip II. On Richard’s death-bed, the king designated Marshal as cus-
todian of Rouen and of the royal treasure during the interregnum.”  
King John and Magna Carta: “William supported King John when he became king in 

1199, arguing against those 
who maintained the claims 
of Arthur of Brittany, the 
teenage son of John’s elder 
brother, Geoffrey Plantag-
enet. William was heavily 
engaged with the defence 
of Normandy against the 
growing pressure of the Cap-
etian armies between 1200 
and 1203. He sailed with 
King John when he aban-
doned the duchy in Dec-
ember 1203. He and the king 

had a falling out in the aftermath of 
the loss of the duchy, when he was 
sent with the earl of Leicester as 
ambassadors to negotiate a truce 
with King Philip II of France in 
1204. The Marshal took the oppor-
tunity to negotiate the continued 
possession of his Norman lands.” 
“Before commencing negotiations with King Philip, William had been generously permit-
ted to do homage to the King of France by King John so he might keep his possessions in 
Normandy; land which must have been of sentimental value due to the time spent there in 
his youth and adolescence. However, once official negotiations began, Philip demanded 
that such homage be paid exclusively to him, which King John had not consented to. When 
William paid homage to King Philip, John took offence and there was a major row at court 
which led to cool relations between the two men. This became outright hostility in 1207 
when John began to move against several major Irish magnates, including William. 
Though he left for Leinster in 1207, William was recalled and humiliated at court in the 
autumn of 1208, while John’s justiciar in Ireland, Meilyr fitz Henry, invaded his lands, 
burning the town of New Ross.” 

Above: Another view in June 2016 of 
Pembroke Castle, which was first built 
of stone by William Marshal (22nd Great-
Grandfather). The castle, located in south-
west Wales, was protected on three 
sides by the Pembroke River. Right: 
Pembroke Castle, by Hendrik Frans de 
Cort, circa 1800.  
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“Meilyr’s defeat by Countess Isabel led to her husband’s return to Leinster. He was once 
again in conflict with King John in his war with the Braose and Lacy families in 1210, but 

managed to survive. He stayed in Ireland until 
1213, during which time he had Carlow Castle 
erected and restructured his honor of Leinster. 
Taken back into favor in 1212, he was summoned 

in 1213 to return to the English court. Despite their differences, William remained loyal 
throughout the hostilities between John and his barons which culminated on June 15, 1215, 
at Runnymede with the sealing of Magna Carta. William was one of the few English earls  

Above: Chepstow Castle, Wales, located on 
the River Wye, which borders England; June 
2016. Starting in 1190, William Marshal (22nd 
Great-Grandfather; 1146-1219) “extended and 
modernized the castle, drawing on his know-
ledge of warfare gained in France and the Cru-
sades. He built the present main gatehouse, 
strengthened the defenses of the Middle Bai-
ley with round towers, and may also have re-
built the Upper Bailey defenses. Further work 
to expand the Great Tower was undertaken 
for William Marshal’s sons William, Richard, 
Gilbert and Walter, in the period to 1245.” 
Right: “Until 1962 these doors hung at the 
main gateway when they were copied and 
replaced by the present doors. Their age was 
recently tested by dendrochronology (tree-
ring dating) and they were found to have been 
made no later than the 1190s. This surprisingly 
early date makes these the oldest castle doors 
in Europe, and it brought about a review of 
Chepstow Castle’s history.”  
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to remain loyal to the king through the First Barons’ War. It was William whom King John 
trusted on his deathbed to make sure John’s nine-year-old son, Henry, would get the throne. 

It was William who took respons-
ibility for the king’s funeral and 
burial at Worcester Cathedral.”  
“On November 11, 1216, at Glou-
cester, upon the death of King 
John, William Marshal was named by the king’s council (the chief barons who had re-
mained loyal to King John in the First Barons’ War) to serve as protector of the nine-year-
old King Henry III, and regent of the kingdom. In spite of his advanced age (around 70) he 
prosecuted the war against Prince Louis and the rebel barons with remarkable energy. In 
the Battle of Lincoln he charged and fought at the head of the young King’s army, leading 
them to victory. He was preparing to besiege Louis in London when the war was terminated 
by the naval victory of Hubert de Burgh in the straits of Dover.”  

Above: Chepstow Castle, circa 
1795, by Hendrik Frans de Cort. 
William Marshal (22nd Great-
Grandfather; 1146-1219) made 
extensive improvements to Chep-
stow Castle in the late 1100s and 
early 1200s.   
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“William was criticized for the generosity of the terms he accorded to Louis and the rebels 
in September 1217; but his desire for an expeditious settlement was dictated by sound 

statesmanship. Self-restraint and compromise were the keynote of Marshal’s policy, hop-
ing to secure peace and stability for his young liege. Both before and after the peace of 
1217 he reissued Magna Carta, in which he is a signatory as one of the witnessing barons.” 
Death: “Marshal’s health finally failed him early in 1219. In March 1219 he realized that 
he was dying, so he summoned his eldest son, also William, and his household knights, 
and left the Tower of London for his estate at Caversham in Berkshire, near Reading, where 
he called a meeting of the barons, Henry III, the Papal legate Pandulf Verraccio, the royal 
justiciar (Hubert de Burgh), and Peter des Roches (Bishop of Winchester and the young 
King’s guardian). William rejected the Bishop’s claim to the regency and entrusted the 
regency to the care of the papal legate; he apparently did not trust the Bishop or any of the 
other magnates that he had gathered to this meeting. Fulfilling the vow he had made while 
on crusade, he was invested into the order of the Knights Templar on his deathbed. He died 
on May 14, 1219, at Caversham, and was buried in the Temple Church in London, where 
his tomb can still be seen.”  
Descendants of William Marshal and Isabel de Clare: “William Marshal, 2nd Earl of 
Pembroke (1190–April 6, 1231), married (1) Alice de Béthune, daughter of Earl of Albe-
marle; (2) April 23, 1224, Eleanor Plantagenet, daughter of King John of England. They 
had no children.” 

Above: Medieval depiction of the Second Battle of Lincoln in 1217. “William Marshal (22nd Great-
Grandfather; 1146-1219), already around seventy years old, led a relief force against the invading 
army of Louis VIII of France. The commander of the French forces was killed when a splintered 
lance was jabbed through his visor. He is shown here at the base of the tower.” Another account 
reads: “Marshal charged and fought at the head of the young King’s army, leading them to victory. 
He was preparing to besiege Louis in London when the war was terminated by the naval victory 
of Hubert de Burgh in the straits of Dover.”  
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“Richard Marshal, 3rd Earl of Pembroke (1191–April 16, 1234), married Gervase le Din-
ant. He died in captivity. They had no children.” 

“Maud Marshal (1194–March 27, 1248), married (1) Hugh Bigod, 3rd Earl of Norfolk, 
they had four children; (2) William de Warenne, 5th Earl of Surrey, they had two children; 
(3) Walter de Dunstanville.” 
“Gilbert Marshal, 4th Earl of Pembroke (1197–June 27, 1241), married (1) Marjorie of 
Scotland, youngest daughter of King William I of Scotland; by an unknown mistress he 
had one illegitimate daughter: Isabel Marshal (married to Rhys ap Maeldon Fychan).” 
“Walter Marshal, 5th Earl of Pembroke (circa 1199–November 1245), married Margaret 
de Quincy, Countess of Lincoln, granddaughter of Hugh de Kevelioc, 3rd Earl of Chester. 
No children.” 
“Isabel Marshal (October 9, 1200–January 17, 1240), married (1) Gilbert de Clare, 5th 
Earl of Hertford, whose daughter Isabel de Clare married Robert Bruce, 5th Lord of 
Annandale, the grandfather of Robert the Bruce; (2) Richard Plantagenet, Earl of Corn-
wall.” 
“Sibyl Marshal (circa 1201–April 27, 1245), married William de Ferrers, 5th Earl of 
Derby–they had seven daughters.”  
“Agnes Ferrers (died May 11, 1290), married William de Vesci.” 
“Isabel Ferrers (died before November 26, 1260).” 

Above: Artist representation of the union of William Marshal (22nd Great-Grandfather; 1146-
1219) and Isabel de Clare (22nd Great-Grandmother; circa 1172–1220) in August 1189. Marshal 
was 43 and Isabel was 17, but they had a happy marriage and died within a year of each other. 
William Marshal was admired by his contemporaries and showed himself to be an honorable man 
in an age of much treachery.      
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“Maud Ferrers (died March 12. 1298), married (1) Simon de Kyme, and (2) William de 
Vivonia (de Forz), and (3) Amaury IX of Rochechouart.”  

“Sibyl Ferrers, married Sir Francis or Franco de Bohun.” 

William Marshal (22nd Great-Grandfather; 
1146-1219) faithfully served four kings of Eng-
land: Henry II (effigy top left; reigned 1154-1189), 
Richard I (effigy top middle left; reigned 1189-
1199), John (effigy lower middle left; reigned 
1199-1216), and Henry III (effigy left; reigned 
1216-1272). Henry II and Richard I are buried 
in Fontevraud Abbey in France—top right; John 
in Worchester Cathedral, England (middle right), 
and Henry III is buried in Westminster Abbey 
in London (above).  
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“Joan Ferrers (died 1267).” 
“Agatha Ferrers (died May 1306), married Hugh Mortimer, of Chelmarsh.” 
“Eleanor Ferrers (died October 16, 1274).”  
“Eva Marshal (1203–1246), married William de Braose, Lord of Abergavenny.”  
“Isabella de Braose (born 1222), married Prince Dafydd ap Llywelyn. She died childless.”  
“Maud de Braose (1224–1301), in 1247, she married Roger Mortimer, 1st Baron Morti-
mer and they had descendants.” 
“Eva de Braose (1227–July 28, 1255), married Sir William de Cantelou and had descen-
dants.” 
“Eleanor de Braose (circa 1228–1251). On an unknown date after August 1241, she mar-
ried Sir Humphrey de Bohun and had descendants.”  
“Anselm Marshal, 6th Earl of Pembroke (circa 1208–December 22, 1245), married 
Maud de Bohun, daughter of Humphrey de Bohun, 2nd Earl of Hereford. They had no 
children.”  

“Joan Marshal (1210–1234), married Warin de Munchensi (died 1255), Lord of Swans-
combe.”  

“Joan de Munchensi (1230–September 20, 1307) married William of Valence, the fourth 
son of King John's widow, Isabella of Angoulême, and her second husband, Hugh X of 
Lusignan, Count of La Marche. Valence was half-brother to Henry III and Edward I's 
uncle.” 
The fate of the Marshal family: “During the civil wars in Ireland, William had taken 
two manors that the Bishop of Ferns claimed but could not get back. Some years after 
William’s death, that bishop is said to have laid a curse on the family that William’s 
sons would have no children, and the great Marshal estates would be scattered. Each of 
William's sons did become earl of Pembroke and marshal of England, and each died 
without legitimate issue. William's vast holdings were then divided among the husbands 
of his five daughters. The title of ‘Marshal’ went to the husband of the oldest daughter, 
Hugh Bigod, 3rd Earl of Norfolk, and later passed to the Mowbray dukes of Norfolk and 
then to the Howard dukes of Norfolk, becoming ‘Earl Marshal’ along the way. The title 
of ‘Earl of Pembroke’ passed to William of Valence, the husband of Joan Marshal’s daughter, 
Joan de Munchensi; he became the first of the de Valence line of earls of Pembroke.” 
“Through his daughter Isabel, William is ancestor to both the Bruce and Stewart kings 
of Scots. Through his granddaughter Maud de Braose, William is ancestor to the last 
Plantagenet kings, Edward IV through Richard III, and all English monarchs from Henry 
VIII and afterward.” (Wikipedia) 

Isabel de Clare, 4th Countess of Pembroke, Twenty-second Great-Grandmother  
Isabel de Clare, suo jure Countess of Pembroke and Striguil (22nd Great-Grandmother; 
1172–1220), “was a Cambro-Norman-Irish noblewoman and one of the wealthiest heiresses 
in Wales and Ireland. She was the wife of William Marshal, 1st Earl of Pembroke, who 
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served four successive kings as Lord Marshal of England. Her marriage had been arranged 
by King Richard I.” 
Family inheritance: “Isabel was born in 1172 in Pembrokeshire, Wales, the eldest child 
of Richard de Clare, 2nd Earl of Pembroke (1130–April 20, 1176), known to history as 

‘Strongbow,’ and Aoife of 
Leinster, who was the daugh-
ter of Dermot MacMurrough, 
the deposed King of Leinster 
and Mor Ui Thuathail. The 
latter was a daughter of Muir-
chertach Ua Tuathail and 
Cacht Ni Morda. The mar-
riage of Strongbow and Aoife 
took place in August 1170, 
the day after the capture of 
Waterford by the Cambro-Nor-
man forces led by Strongbow.” 
“Isabel’s paternal grandparents 
were Gilbert de Clare, 1st 
Earl of Pembroke and Isabel 
de Beaumont . She had a 
younger brother Gilbert de 
Striguil who, being a minor, 
was not formally invested 
with either the earldom of 
Pembroke or of Striguil. It is 

unlikely that his father could have passed on the title to Pembroke as he himself did not 
possess it. When Gilbert died in 1185, 
Isabel became Countess of Pembroke in 
her own right (suo jure) until her death in 
1220. In this way, she could be said to be 
the first successor to the earldom of Pem-
broke since her grandfather Gilbert, the 
first earl. By this reckoning, Isabel ought 
to be called the second countess, not the 
fourth countess of Pembroke. In any 
event, the title Earl was re-created for her 
husband. She also had an illegitimate 
half-sister, Basile de Clare, who married 
three times. Basile’s husbands were: Robert de Quincy; Raymond Fitzgerald, Constable of 
Leinster: Geoffrey FitzRobert, Baron of Kells.” 
“Isabel was described as having been ‘the good, the fair, the wise, the courteous lady of 
high degree.’ She allegedly spoke French, Irish and Latin. After her brother Gilbert’s death, 
Isabel became one of the wealthiest heiresses in the kingdom, owning besides the titles of 
Pembroke and Striguil, much land in Wales and Ireland. She inherited the numerous castles 

Above: New Ross, Ireland, was founded by William Marshal 
(1146-1219) and Isabel de Clare (1172-1220) (22nd Great-Grand-
parents) in the late 1190s and early 1200s. Located in southeast 
Ireland, New Ross was the country’s busiest port in the 13th-cen-
tury. Shown is the Dunbrody Ship—a full-scale replica of the 
original 1845 “famine ship,” which is permanently moored here. 
The ancestral home of U.S. President John F. Kennedy is lo-
cated five miles south of New Ross. Kennedy spoke here in 1961. 
Below: St. Mary’s Church, which dates before the Norman Con-
quest, in Stoke D’Abernon, Surrey, England, where William 
and Isabel spent their honeymoon in the summer of 1189.      
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on the inlet of Milford Haven, guarding the South Channel, including Pembroke Castle. 
She was a legal ward of King Henry II, who carefully watched over her inheritance.”  

Marriage: “The new King Richard I arranged her mar-
riage in August 1189 to William Marshal, regarded by 
many as the greatest knight and soldier in the realm. 
Henry II had promised Marshal he would be given Isabel 
as his bride, and his son and successor Richard upheld the 
promise one month after his accession to the throne. At 

the time of her marriage, Isabel was residing in the Tower of London in the protective 
custody of the Justiciar of England, Ranulf de Glanville. Following the wedding, which 
was celebrated in London ‘with due pomp and ceremony.’ They spent their honeymoon at 
Stoke d’Abernon in Surrey which belonged to Enguerrand d’Abernon.”  
“Marriage to Isabel elevated William Marshal from the status as a landless knight into one 
of the richest men in the kingdom. He would serve as Lord Marshal of England, four kings 
in all: Henry II, Richard I, John, and Henry III. Although Marshal did not become the jure 
uxoris 1st Earl of Pembroke, Earl of Striguil until 1199, he nevertheless assumed over-
lordship of Leinster in Ireland, Pembroke Castle, Chepstow Castle, as well as Isabel’s other 
castles in Wales such as the keep of Haverford, Tenby, Lewhaden, Narberth, and Stackpole.”  

Above: Haverfordwest Castle, painted in 1794 by Samuel Alken. 
William Marshal (22nd Great-Grandfather; 1146-1219) “was 
responsible for replacing most of the original timber walls, towers 
and gatehouse with stone in the 1210s, and even by 1220 little 
remained of the original castle.” Strengthening the castle worked, 
for in 1220 Llywelyn the Great, Prince of Wales, burnt Haver-
fordwest, but was unable to take the castle. Haverfordwest Castle 
is located in the far southwest corner of Wales, ten miles from 
Pembroke Castle, which was also owned by William Marshal. 
Top left: Tenby Castle was also owned by William Marshal, but 
little remains today. Middle upper left:  Llawhaden Castle, lo-
cated ten miles east of Haverfordwest was controlled by William 
Marshal. Middle lower left; Narberth Castle ruins. William 
Marshal was overlord of Narberth. Lower left: Stackpole 
Church. The tower of the church was probably built circa 1190-
1210, during the time that William Marshal was lord of Stackpole.  
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“Shortly after their marriage, Marshal and Isabel arrived in Ireland, at Old Ross, a settle-
ment located in the territory which belonged to her grandfather, Dermot MacMurrough. A 
motte was hastily constructed, a medieval borough quickly grew around it, and afterwards 
the Marshals founded the port 
town by the river which subse-
quently became known as New 
Ross. The Chronicles of Ross, 
which are housed in the Brit-
ish Museum, described Isabel 
and Marshal’s arrival in Ireland 
and records that Isabella set 
about building a lovely city on 
the banks of the Barrow.” 
“In 1192, Isabel and her hus-
band assumed the task of man-
aging their vast lands; starting 
with the rebuilding of Kilken-
ny Castle and the town, both 
of which had been damaged 
by the O’Brien clan in 1173. 
Later they commissioned the 
construction of several abbeys 
in the vicinity.”  
“The marriage was happy, de-
spite the vast difference in age between them. William Marshal and Isabel produced a total 
of five sons and five daughters.”  

Legacy: “Isabel died in Pembrokeshire, Wales in 1220 at the age of forty-eight. Her hus-
band had died the year before. She was buried at Tintern Abbey, Monmouthshire; however 
a cenotaph was discovered inside St. Mary’s Church in New Ross, Ireland whose slab bears 
the partial inscription ‘ISABEL: LAEGN’ and her engraved likeness.”  
“Although her daughters had many children, Isabel’s five sons, curiously, died childless. 
This is supposedly attributed to a curse placed upon William Marshal by the Irish Bishop 
of Ferns, Ailbe Ua Maíl Mhuaidh. The title of marshal subsequently passed to Hugh de 
Bigod, husband of Isabel’s eldest daughter Maud, while the title of Earl of Pembroke went 
to William de Valence, 1st Earl of Pembroke, the husband of Joan de Munchensi, daughter 
of Joan Marshal. He was the first of the de Valence line of the earls of Pembroke.” 
“Within a few generations their descendants included much of the nobility of Europe 
including all the monarchs of Scotland since Robert I (1274-1329) and all those of England, 
Great Britain and the United Kingdom since Henry IV (1367-1413); and, apart from Anne 
of Cleves, all the queen consorts of Henry VIII.” (Wikipedia) 

Additional Rogers History 

The family of William Rogers, Fourth Great-Grandfather 

Above: Postcard of Kilkenny Castle between 1890 and 1900. 
The first stone castle on the site, was completed in 1213 by 
William Marshal and Isabel de Clare (22nd Great-Grand-
parents). “This was a square-shaped castle with towers at 
each corner; three of these original four towers survive to 
this day.”Kilkenny is located 80 miles southwest of Dublin, 
Ireland.   
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William Rogers (4th Great-Grandfather), according to one source was born June 27, 
1722, in Goochland County, Virginia, and died in 1777 in Goochland County, Vir-
ginia. He married Judith Bradshaw (4th Great-Grandmother; born circa 1725 in 
Henrico County, Virginia, and died circa 1770 in Goochland County, Virginia) before 
September 25, 1755, in Goochland County, Virginia. (See earlier for their family.)   
 
David Rogers (3rd Great-Granduncle; son of William Rogers, 4th Great-Grandfather) was 
born September 25, 1755, in Goochland County, Virginia, and died in July 1808 in Bun-
combe County, North Carolina. He married Hanna Chastain (born 1755 in Virginia; died 
1827 in Buncombe County, North Carolina) in 1782 in Montgomery County, Virginia, and 
had seven children: Hugh Rogers (born 1783 in Virginia), Jeremiah Rogers (born 1784 in 
Virginia; died 1867 at Shoal Creek in Cherokee County, North Carolina), David Rogers 
(born 1785 in Virginia), Andrew Rogers (born 1793 in Buncombe County, North Carolina; 
died 1857  in Buncombe County, North Carolina), Levi Rogers (born 1794 in North Caro-
lina), Stephen Rogers (born 1796 in Buncombe County, North Carolina; died  1860 in 
Monroe County, Tennessee; see below), and Jane Rogers (born November 15, 1799, in 
South Carolina; died 1870).  
 
Stephen Rogers (son of David Rogers, 3rd Great-Granduncle) was born in 1796 in Bun-
combe County, North Carolina, and died in 1860 in Monroe County, Tennessee. He mar-
ried Sarah Rogers (1800-1850) circa 1816 in North Carolina and had eight children: Nancy 
Rogers (1816-1855), John Rogers (1817-1904), Levi Rogers (born 1818), Samuel B. Rogers 
(1824/1826-1879), James W. Rogers (born 1826), Ansel Rogers (1827-1914), Mary A. 
Rogers (1830/1831-1900), Houston Wilson Newton Rogers (1834-1899). Stephen Rogers 
married second, Malinda Rogers in 1856 in Tennessee. 
 

Charles Rogers, Third Great-Grandfather 
 

Charles Rogers (3rd Great-Grandfather; 1763-1840/1850; son of William Rogers, 4th 
Great-Grandfather) is shown as a slaveholder in the 1820, 1830, and 1840 census of 
Goochland County, Virginia. In 1820 he owned eight slaves, in 1830, thirteen slaves, 
and in 1840, five slaves.  
 
Charles married Huldah Clark (3rd Great-Grandmother; 1772-1834), the daughter of 
Jeffery Clark (4th Great-Grandfather; born 1731 in Goochland County, Virginia; died 
1786 in Goochland County, Virginia). 
 
Jane “Jean” Clark (3rd Great-Grandaunt; daughter of Jeffery Clark, 4th Great-Grand-
father) was born October 10, 1766, in Goochland County, Virginia, and died circa 1828 in 
Grayson County, Virginia. She married Mitchell Martin (born March 26, 1761, in Manakin 
Town, Goochland, Virginia; died 1810 in Grayson County, Virginia; son of David Martin 
[1735-1801] and Susannah Robert [1739-1825]) on October 20, 1786, in Goochland 
County, Virginia, and had seven children: Elizabeth Martin, Joshua Martin (born 1789 in 
Virginia; died 1845 in Grayson County, Virginia,), Smith Martin (born December 29, 
1790, in Virginia; died circa 1860 in Grayson County, Virginia where he is buried in Old 
Elk Creek Cemetery—no gravestone), Jane Martin (born circa 1793), Amelia “Millie” 
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Martin (born October 5, 1797, in Virginia), Sarah “Sally” Martin (born circa 1797), and 
Rial “Royal” Martin (born circa 1802).  
 
Jane/Jinsey Martin (daughter of Jane “Jean” Clark, 3rd Great-Grandaunt) was born 1793 
in Grayson County, Virginia, and died circa 1858 in Grayson County, Virginia. She mar-
ried John Byrd (1786-1864) and had thirteen children, probably all born in Grayson 
County, Virginia: Mariah Byrd (1812-1879), Charlotte Byrd (1815-1880), Jane Byrd (born 
1815), Richard Byrd (1818-1890), James E. Byrd (1819-1904), Mourning Byrd (born 
1821), David Byrd (1822-1903), Samuel Byrd (1824-1884), Jestianna Byrd (1825-1905), 
Menarcy Byrd (1826-1881), Martha P. Byrd (1828-1919), Thursa Byrd (1828-1899), and 
Eleanor Byrd (1833-1899).  
 

Jane Lilburne Rogers, Fifth Great-Grandaunt 
 
Isham Randolph (December 1684–November 1742), “sometimes referred to as Isham 
Randolph of Dungeness, was the maternal grandfather of United States President Thomas 
Jefferson. Randolph was a planter, a merchant, a public official, and a shipmaster.”  

Early life and career: “Randolph was born on the Turkey Island plantation in Henrico 
County, Virginia in December 1684. He was the third son of William Randolph (1650–
1711) and Mary Isham (circa 1659–1735). His father was a colonist, landowner, planter, 
and merchant who served as the 26th Speaker of the Virginia House of Burgesses.” 

“Following his father, he was a prominent planter, merchant, public official, and also 
was a shipmaster.”  

Personal life: “In 1717, Randolph married Jane Lilburne Susan Rogers (5th Great-
Grandaunt) in London at St. Paul's Church in the Shadwell parish (today east London). 
Isham and Jane Randolph moved to Virginia. Together, they had nine children and was 
familiarly connected to many other prominent individuals: 

• Jane Randolph (born 1720), who married Peter Jefferson and had nine children, 
including Thomas Jefferson, the third President of the United States.  

• Mary Randolph (born 1723), who married Colonel Charles Lewis of Buck 
Island and had eight children, including Charles Lilburn Lewis, one of the 
founders of Milton, Virginia.  

• Isham Randolph (born 1725).  
• William Randolph (born 1727).  
• Thomas Randolph (born 1728), who married Jane Cary, the daughter of Archi-

bald Cary, in 1768.  
• Elizabeth Randolph (born 1730).  
• Dorothea Randolph (born 1732).  
• Ann Randolph (born 1735), who had four children in three marriages. She was 

the mother of James Pleasants, Jr., the 22nd Governor of Virginia, via her last 
marriage to James Pleasants, Sr.  
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• Susannah Randolph (born September 25, 1738), who married Carter Henry 
Harrison I (the brother of Benjamin Harrison V, the son of Benjamin Harrison 
IV, and the grandson of Benjamin Harrison III and Robert ‘King’ Carter) and 
had six children. She was the great-grandmother of Carter Henry Harrison III, 
a five-time mayor of Chicago.”  

“Randolph died in November 1742.” (Wikipedia)  

Charles Rogers, Sixth Great-Grandfather 
 

Charles Rogers (6th Great-Grandfather; 1660-1704) married Jane Lilburne (6th Great-
Grandmother; 1665-1724) and had four children: Robert Rogers (1685-1740), Jane Lil-
burne Susan Rogers (1692-1760; see below), Lewis Rogers (born 1699), and William 
Rogers (1701-1734).   
 

Benjamin Bradshaw, Fifth Great-Grandfather 
 
Benjamin Bradshaw (5th Great-Grandfather; 1708-1761) died August 18, 1761, in Gooch-
land County, Virginia. He married Ann McBride (5th Great-Grandmother; born in Hen-
rico County, Virginia; died September 15, 1771, in Goochland County, Virginia) and had 
a daughter: Judith Bradshaw. One source says that Ann’s full name was Anna Hannah 
McBride and that she married Benjamin Bradshaw on April 28, 1753, in Goochland 
County, Virginia.   
 

John Bradshaw, Sixth Great-Grandfather 
 

One source lists John Bradshaw as being born in 1664 in Chester, Cheshire, England, and 
died in 1711 in Henrico County, Virginia. If this is the same John Bradshaw who was the 
father of Benjamin Bradshaw (5th Great-Grandfather) then his wife was Elizabeth Harper 
Pleasants (born 1664 in Curles, Henrico County, Virginia; died 1740 in Henrico County, 
Virginia; daughter of John Harper [born 1640 in Henrico County, Virginia; died 1700 in 
Virginia; son of William Harper {born October 31, 1607, in Leeds, Yorkshire, England; 
died December 1673 in Virginia; son of Ralph Harper, born 1575 in Leeds, Yorkshire, 
England; died December 1673 in Rappahannock, Essex, Virginia, and Isabel Walker, 
born 1575 in Stafford, Staffordshire, England; died 1640 in St. Albans, Hertfordshire, Eng-
land} and Mary Gray {born 1610 in England; died 1674 in Virginia; married William 
Harper on January 30, 1630, in Rappahannock, Essex County, Virginia}] and Mary [born 
1640 in Virginia; died 1700 in Virginia]) and they had nine children: Elizabeth Bradshaw 
(1689-1740), Kenneth Bradshaw (born 1689), John Bradshaw (1690-1788), William 
Bradshaw (1691-1748), Larner Bradshaw (1692-1785), Temperance Bradshaw (1695-
1737), Elizabeth Bradshaw (born 1702), Benjamin Bradshaw (1708-1761), and Jannor 
Bradshaw (1720-1780).  
 
This same source gives John Bradshaw as the son of William Henry Bradshaw (born 
1640 in Chester, Cheshire, England; died 1706 in Goochland County, Virginia; son 
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of Edward Bradshaw [christened in 1604 in St. Peter’s Church, Chester, Cheshire, Eng-
land; died October 21, 1671, in Chester, Cheshire, England] and Susannah Blease [born 
1613 in Chester, Cheshire, England; died 
1651 and buried in St. Peter’s Church, Ches-
ter, Cheshire, England]) and Anne Mum-
ford (1640-1664). William and Anne had 
seven children: Elizabeth Bradshaw (1660-
1720), Anne Bradshaw (born 1664), John 
Bradshaw (1664-1711), Katherine Bradshaw 
(born 1667), Mary Bradshaw (1669-1711), 
Ursula Bradshaw (born 1670), and William 
Bradshaw (born 1670).   
 
“William Henry Bradshaw was the founder 
of this line of Bradshaws in Virginia. De-
scended from a long line of country gentry 
in the central English counties of Cheshire 
and Lancashire, he established a new dy-
nasty of landed gentry in the Virginia Tide-
water. Arriving in the colony with his wife 
Anne and two children sometime around 
1666, he built his plantation in the Kings-
well Colony on the south side of the York 
River.” 
  
“Kingswell was a royal grant given to The-
odore Moses in 1637 in return for bringing 
settlers to Virginia. He may not have been 
able to honor his contract until after the 
English Civil War when the monarchy was 
restored under Charles II in 1660.” (William 
Henry Bradshaw, Internet) 
 
Edward Bradshaw (possible 8th Great-Grandfather; 1604-1671) was buried in St. 
Peter’s Church in Chester, Cheshire, England. His epitaph, which may still be read in 
the church, reads: “Near this place lieth the body of Edward Bradshaw, esquire, who 
by his / first wife Susannah, daughter and heir of Christopher Blease of this city 
alderman, / had 12 children, and by his second wife Mary, the relickt of Mr. Chris-
topher / Love had 7 children; he was exemplary for his piety and charity when / living 
and departed this life 21st October, 1671, in the 67th year of his age / leaving 5 children 
yet alive, to continue whose memory, his son and heir / Sir James Bradshaw, of Risby 
in the east rideing of ye county of York, has / erect this monument.” (Settlers by the 
Long Grey Trail, page 104)  
 
 
 
 

Top: St. Peter’s Church on an old postcard. 
The church is located on Eastgate Street in the 
center of Chester, Cheshire, England. Above: 
St. Peter’s Church is in the background of this 
photograph taken of me in Chester in June 
2017. Edward Bradshaw (possible 8th Great-
Grandfather; 1604-1671) was christened and 
buried in St. Peter’s Church. His son, Sir 
James Bradshaw, placed a memorial to him 
inside the church.  
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Rogers Pedigree Charts and Family 

Group Sheets 
 

Pedigree Chart #1 
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Pedigree Chart #2 
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Pedigree Chart #3 
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Pedigree Chart #4 
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Charles Rogers 
Third Great-Grandfather 

 

William Rogers 
Fourth Great-Grandfather 
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Robert Rogers 
Fifth Great-Grandfather 
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Charles Rogers 
Sixth Great-Grandfather 
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Benjamin Bradshaw 
Fifth Great-Grandfather 

 

 

John Bradshaw 
Sixth Great-Grandfather 
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Geoffry Clark 
Fourth Great-Grandfather 
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William Lilburne 
Seventh Great-Grandfather 
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George Lilburne 
Eighth Great-Grandfather 
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Richard or John Hicks 
Possibly Ninth Great-Grandfather 
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Rogers Name Index                                                               
The Pedigree Charts and Family Group Sheets are not included 
 

A 
 
Alken, Samuel, 90 
Auckland, Andrew, 28-31 
 
B 
 
Ballew, William, 12 
Basset, Margery, 65 
Basset, Philip, 62 
Basset, Richard, 71 
Bastwick, John, 34, 38 
Beauchamp, Beatrice de, 48 
Beke, Richard, 33 
Bibby, John, 9 
Bigod, Hugh, 62, 64-72, 86, 88 
Bigod, Isabel, 54, 62, 64-66 
Bigod, Mary, 67 
Bigod, Norman, 65 
Bigod, Ralph, 66-67 
Bigod, Robert, 71 
Bigod, Roger, 64-67, 69-71 
Bigod, William, 67, 71 
Bingley, Joseph, 7 
Blease, Christopher, 95 
Blease, Susannah, 95 
Bowles, Ann Rogers, 16 
Bowles, Jackson, 20 
Bowles, Patricia, 1 
Bowles, Thomas H., 1 
Bowles, Walter Ivanhoe, 1, 16, 18 
Bowles, William Jackson, 1, 16-18, 20 
Bowles, William, 16-17 
Bradshaw, Ann, 10 
Bradshaw, Anne, 95 
Bradshaw, Benjamin, 10, 12-15,  
94, 104 
Bradshaw, Edward, 12, 15, 95 
Bradshaw, Elizabeth, 94-95 
Bradshaw, James, 95-96 
Bradshaw, Jannor, 94 
Bradshaw, John, 1, 12-16, 94-95, 104 

Bradshaw, Judith, 1, 10, 12, 92, 94 
Bradshaw, Katherine, 95 
Bradshaw, Kenneth, 94 
Bradshaw, Larner, 94 
Bradshaw, Mary, 95 
Bradshaw, Temperance, 94 
Bradshaw, Ursula, 95 
Bradshaw, William Henry, 94 
Bradshaw, William, 12-13, 15, 94-95 
Braose, William de, 56 
Browne, John, 40 
Bruce, Robert, 86 
Builli, Idonea de, 53 
Burgh, Hubert de, 86 
Busli, Roger de, 53 
Byrd, Charlotte, 93 
Byrd, David, 93 
Byrd, Eleanor, 93 
Byrd, Jane, 93 
Byrd, Jestianna, 93 
Byrd, John, 93 
Byrd, Mariah, 93 
Byrd, Menarcy, 93 
Byrd, Richard, 93 
Byrd, Samuel, 93 
Byrd, Thursa, 93 
Byrd, William, 6 
 
C 
 
Callifax, Mary, 11 
Cannifax, John, 10 
Cannifax, Mary, 10 
Cary, Archibald, 93 
Cary, Jane, 93 
Ceannmhor, David, 54 
Chambers, Jane, 27-28 
Chapman, Benjamin, 24 
Chase, Hatfield, 40 
Chastain, Hanna, 92 
Christian, John, 10 
Christian, Mary, 10 
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Christian, Robert, 9 
Clare, Adelia de, 69 
Clare, Aveline de, 61 
Clare, Gilbert de, 89 
Clare, Gilbert Fitz Richard de, 69 
Clare, Isabel de, 64, 66, 85-86,  
88-89, 91 
Clare, Richard de, 80, 89 
Clare, Roger de, 61 
Clark, Geoffry, 105 
Clark, Huldah, 1, 10, 16-17, 20, 92 
Clark, Jane, 92 
Clark, Jeanie, 17 
Clark, Jeffery, 1, 17, 92 
Clark, John, 17 
Clark, Judith, 17 
Clark, Mildred, 17 
Clark, Rogers, 17 
Clark, Stephen, 17 
Clark, William, 17 
Clark, Winniefred, 17 
Clarke, Huldah, 10 
Clennell, John, 25 
Clifford, Isabell, 49 
Clifford, Vipont, 50 
Conqueror, William the, 58 
Cook, James, 5 
Cooper, Samuel, 32 
Cornhill, Peter, 3 
Cort, Hendrik Frans de, 82, 84 
Cromwell, Oliver, 31-33 
Cromwell, Richard, 33, 43 
Crouch, David, 76 
Curd, Catherine, 15 
Curd, Mary, 12 
Curthose, Robert, 60, 71 
 
D 
 
Danson, Lucy, 8 
Davis, Cerelle, 19 
Davis, Peter, 9 
de Vere, Aubrey, 72 
Dewell, Elizabeth, 35 
Dewell, Henry, 43 
Douglas, Cerelle, 20-21 

Douglas, William, 11 
 
E 
 
Estrithson, Sweyn, 70 
 
F 
 
Ferrers, Agatha, 88 
Ferrers, Agnes, 86 
Ferrers, Chartley, 55 
Ferrers, Eleanor, 88 
Ferrers, Henry de, 61 
Ferrers, Isabel, 86 
Ferrers, Joan, 88 
Ferrers, Maud, 87 
Ferrers, Robert de, 56-58, 60 
Ferrers, Sibyl, 87 
Ferrers, Vanquelin de, 61 
Ferrers, William de, 54, 56-57, 59 
Ferrieres, Henry de, 58, 60-61 
Ferrieres, Sibyl de, 51 
Fitz Geoffrey, John, 54, 61, 64-66 
Fitz Geoffry, Isabel, 50 
Fitz John, Isabel, 51, 54, 65 
Fitz Peter, Geoffrey, 62-63 
Fitzgeoffrey, Cecily, 64 
Fitzgeoffrey, Hawise, 64 
Fitzgeoffrey, Maud, 64 
Fitzgerald, Raymond, 89 
Fitzhugh, William, 6 
Fleming, John, 8 
Foster, Caroline, 24 
Foster, Thomas, 10 
Freeborn, John, 27, 34, 48 
Fry, Joshua, 8 
FitzGeoffrey, Peter, 62 
 
G 
 
Glover, George, 34-35 
Godwinson, Harold, 58 
Granger, John, 15-16 
Gray, Mary, 94 
Gregg, Pauline, 44, 47 
Guisnes, Baldwin de, 81 
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H 
 
Harding, Charles, 43 
Harper, Elizabeth, 94 
Harper, John, 94 
Harper, Ralph, 94 
Harper, William, 94 
Harris, Ruth, 17 
Harrison, Benjamin, 94 
Haven, Milford, 90 
Heron, Walter, 30 
Hewson, John, 34 
Hicks, Eleanor, 3, 27 
Hicks, John, 3, 108 
 
I 
 
Isham, Mary, 7 
 
J 
 
Jefferson, Jane, 5 
Jefferson, Lilburne, 5 
Jefferson, Peter, 4, 6, 8, 20, 93 
Jefferson, Randolph, 5 
Jefferson, Thomas, 1, 3-6, 8, 93 
Johnson, James, 15 
Jones, Hugh, 6 
 
K 
 
Kennedy, John F., 89 
Knight, Charles, 1 
 
L 
 
Lacy, Ewyas, 64-65 
Lain, Henry, 13 
Lain, Judah, 13 
Lambert, John, 32 
Lancaster, Avicia de, 60 
Lancaster, William de, I, 60 
Langton, Stephen, 73 
Lewis, Charles, 4-5 
Leybourn, Roger de, 54 
Leybourne, Anne, 50 

Leybourne, Richard, 50 
Leybourne, Robert, 50 
Ligon, Ann, 23 
Ligon, Joseph, 23-24 
Ligon, Martha, 23 
Ligon, Mary, 23 
Ligon, Robert, 23-24 
Ligon, Susanna, 23 
Ligon, Thomas, 23 
Ligon, William, 9, 23-24 
Lilborne, John, 44 
Lilburn, Charles, 93 
Lilburn, John de, 45-47 
Lilburn, John, 25-26, 45 
Lilburn, Roger de, 49 
Lilburne, Agnes, 46 
Lilburne, Alexander, 46 
Lilburne, Bartholomew, 26-27, 29, 44 
Lilburne, Charles, 5 
Lilburne, Eleanor, 2-3 
Lilburne, Elizabeth, 2, 20, 43 
Lilburne, George, 1-3, 27-28,  
31, 41, 107 
Lilburne, Henry, 44, 46 
Lilburne, Isabel, 2 
Lilburne, Jane, 1-5, 20, 27-28, 93-94 
Lilburne, Janet, 28 
Lilburne, John de, II, 48 
Lilburne, John, 2, 4-5, 21-22,  
25, 27-31, 33-44, 47-48, 50 
Lilburne, John, II, 48 
Lilburne, John, III, 48 
Lilburne, Margaret, 46 
Lilburne, Muriel, 28 
Lilburne, Richard, 31-37, 46-48 
Lilburne, Robert, 27, 29-32, 34 
Lilburne, Sunderland, 3 
Lilburne, Thomas, 28, 46 
Lilburne, Tobias, 28 
Lilburne, William de, 48 
Lilburne, William, 1-3, 27,  
46-47, 49, 106 
Liliburne, John, 34 
Linton, John, 1 
Lionheart, Richard the, 81 
Longchamp, William, 81 
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Losinga, Herbert, 71 
Lutegareshale, Piers de, 62 
 
M 
 
MacMurrough, Dermot, 89 
Malet, Robert, 70 
Marcum, Arthur, 12 
Marshal, Eva, 88 
Marshal, Gilbert, 76, 79, 86 
Marshal, Isabel, 86 
Marshal, Joan, 88, 91 
Marshal, John, 74, 81 
Marshal, Maud, 62, 64-65, 86 
Marshal, Richard, 86 
Marshal, Sibyl, 86 
Marshal, Walter, 86 
Marshal, William, 55, 64,  
66-67, 73-91 
Martin, David, 92 
Martin, Elizabeth, 92 
Martin, Jane, 92-93 
Martin, Jinsey, 93 
Martin, Joshua, 92 
Martin, Mitchell, 92 
Massey, Frances, 16, 20 
Mauduit, Isabel, 62 
McBride, Ann, 94 
Miller, William, 1 
Montagu, Edward, 31 
Morrel, Moreton, 5 
Morris, John, 40 
Mortimer, Hugh, 88 
Mortimer, Roger, 88 
Mosby, Richard, 21 
Mumford, Anne, 95 
Mumford, Anne, 95 
Murrell, Drury, 15 
Murrell, Judah, 15 
 
N 
 
Netherland, John, 9 
Newland, John, 20 
Nicholson, Christopher, 2 
Nicholson, Elizabeth, 1-2 

O 
 
Ogle, Robert, 26, 47 
Overton, Richard, 39 
 
P 
 
Peverel, Margaret, 56-58, 60 
Peverel, Maude, 60 
Peverel, William, 57-60 
Plantagenet, Eleanor, 85 
Plantagenet, Geoffrey, 82 
Plantagenet, Richard, 86 
Pleasants, James, 13, 93 
Primat, Josiah, 41 
Pritchett, John, 9 
Prynne, William, 34, 38 
Punchardon, Thickley, 26-27, 33, 47 
 
Q 
 
Quiney, Isabel, 2, 4 
Quiney, Richard, 2 
Quiney, Thomas, 2 
 
R 
 
Randolph, Railey, 22 
Randolph, Ann, 93 
Randolph, Anne, 23 
Randolph, Dorothea, 93 
Randolph, Elizabeth, 93 
Randolph, Isham, 4-9, 13, 20,  
22, 24, 93 
Randolph, Jane, 4-5, 8, 22, 93 
Randolph, Mary, 4-5, 93 
Randolph, Susanna, 23, 94 
Randolph, Thomas, 22, 93 
Randolph, William, 5, 7, 20, 22, 93 
Rodgers, Charles, 16 
Rodgers, Eliza, 16 
Rodgers, Hulda, 16 
Rodgers, Judah, 13 
Rodgers, William, 13 
Rogers, Andrew, 92 
Rogers, Ann Maria, 16-20 
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Rogers, Ann, 10, 16, 19-20, 23-24 
Rogers, Anna Maria, 1 
Rogers, Ansel, 92 
Rogers, Benjamin, 10 
Rogers, Caroline Frances, 19 
Rogers, Caroline, 10 
Rogers, Charles Huldah Clark, 20 
Rogers, Charles, 1, 3, 10, 16,  
19-20, 27, 92, 94, 101, 103 
Rogers, David, 9-10, 92 
Rogers, Elizabeth, 1, 9-10 
Rogers, Hugh, 92 
Rogers, Huldah, 19-20 
Rogers, Jane Lilburne, 5 
Rogers, Jane, 1, 3-6, 8, 13, 20, 24, 92 
Rogers, Jeremiah, 92 
Rogers, John, 92 
Rogers, Judah, 10 
Rogers, Levi, 92 
Rogers, Lewis, 94 
Rogers, Malinda, 92 
Rogers, Maria Ann, 17 
Rogers, Maria, 1 
Rogers, Martha, 24 
Rogers, Mary J., 19-20 
Rogers, Mary, 10 
Rogers, Nancy, 92 
Rogers, Newton, 92 
Rogers, Robert, 1, 7, 9-10, 23, 94, 102 
Rogers, Sarah, 92 
Rogers, Stephen, 92 
Rogers, Susan, 93-94 
Rogers, Susanna, 9-11 
Rogers, William, 1, 10-12, 15,  
91-92, 94, 101 
Rogers, Wright, 23 
Rushworth, Ann, 44, 46 
 
S 
 
Saint-Hilaire, Maud de, 61 
Scotland, Malcolm of, IV, 60 
Scotland, Marjorie of, 79 
Scurfield, George, 29 
Scurfield, Margaret, 29 
Shelton, Joseph, 9 

Shelton, William, 9-10 
Speed, John, 1, 4, 6 
Stainforth, Robert, 63 
Summers, Frances, 15 
Swinborne, John, 30 
 
T 
 
Talionis, Lex, 36 
Tosny, Ida de, 64-65, 67 
Tosny, Robert de, 67 
Tuathail, Muir-chertach Ua, 89 
 
V 
 
Vere, Aubrey de, 69, 71-73 
Vere, Juliana de, 66, 69 
Vespont, John, 49 
Vespont, Robert de, 62 
Vieuxpont, Idonea de, 48, 50-51 
Vieuxpont, Isabel Fitz John, 50 
Vieuxpont, John de, 50-51  
Vieuxpont, Robert de, 49-53 
Vieuxpont, William de, 52 
Vipont, Christiana, 54 
Vipont, Clifford, 50 
Vipont, Idonea, 53 
Vipont, Isabel de, 52-53  
Vipont, John, 53-54, 56 
Vipont, Robert de, 54 
Vispont, Robert de, 65 
 
W 
 
Walbrook, Stephen, 2, 4, 21-23 
Walker, Isabel, 94 
Walwyn, William, 39 
Warenne, Gundred de, 60 
Warenne, William de, 60 
Watson, John, 23 
Webb, John, 9 
Webber, Benjamin, 24 
Webber, John, 24 
Werlenc, William, 70 
Whitney, Jeremiah, 9-10 
Wildman, John, 40 
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Williams, Samuel, 23 
Wilson, Houston, 92 
Winstanley, Gerrard, 38 
Wolbrook, Stephen, 4 
Womack, John, 16 
Woodson, John, 22 
Worthy, Isabel, 27, 29 
Wren, Christopher, 4, 23-24 
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